
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 Staff Report for Item 4 

 

To:  Chairman Haven Burkee and Historic Architectural Review  
Commission Members 
 

From:    Enid Torregrosa-Silva, MSHP 
   Historic Preservation Planner  
 
Meeting Date:  September 26, 2023 

Applicant:   Bert Bender, Architect 

Application Number:  H2023-0015 

Address:   5 Catholic Lane 

Description of Work: 

Renovations to historic house. New second-story addition at rear of house. New storage and 
canvas awning at rear of house. New pool.  

Site Facts: 

The house under review is considered a contributing resource to the historic district. The one and 
a half-story frame vernacular house was built circa 1899. Changes to the house include front and 
rear open porches, rear addition and changes in doors and windows. 

On August 17, 2023, the Planning Board approved Resolution 2023-015 for a request for a 
variance on side setbacks for addition of a second floor to a noncomplying structure for property 
located within the Historic High Density Residential (HHDR) Zoning District. The approved 
Resolution is part of this record. 
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1962 Sanborn Map and current survey overlay 

 
5 Catholic Lane circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 
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Guidelines Cited on Review: 

• Windows (pages 29a-29l), specifically guidelines 3 and 5. 
• Architectural Shutters (pages 30a-30e), specifically guideline 3.  
• Awnings (pages 31-32), specifically first sentence of guideline 1 and guideline 4. 
• Additions and alterations (pages 37a-37k), specifically guidelines 1, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 24 

and 26. 
• New construction (pages 38a-38q), specifically guidelines 1, 2, 12, 18, 22, 23, 24, and 25.  
• Decks, patios, hot tubs, spas pools, and related equipment; specifically, guideline 4. 

Staff Analysis: 

The Certificate of Appropriateness under review proposes a new second floor addition over and 
existing one-story rear addition and open porch. The plans also include new wood 2 over 2 
windows, solid wood shutters for some windows, and a new covered deck with a removable 
canvas awning. The design also includes a new pool at the rear of the property with a 9 feet tall 
pool wall with waterfalls. A small storage will be built behind the pool wall.  
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Proposed site plan 

 
 

 
Existing south elevation with second story addition drawn with dotted lines. 

 
The new addition at the second floor will be several inches shorter than the principal roof. The 
new addition will have a front gable roof finish with metal shingles. Siding will be wood T 1-11 
panels all painted white. 
 
The plans also propose a new rear covered porch with a canvas removable awning and a small 
pool with a wall facing east, all behind the house. A small shed will be attached to the rear of the 
pool wall. Plan includes painting the entire house white and wood shutters will be painted dark 
green. 
 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed design is consistent with cited guidelines. The second story 
addition will be on a secondary elevation and its scale and massing will not alter character 
defining features of the historic house. The addition will be harmonious in building form to the 
existing house and surrounding historic structures. The proposed pool, shed, and rear covered 
porch also meet cited guidelines as they will not be visible from any right-of-way. 
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5 Catholic Lane circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., September 26, 2023, at 
City Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. To view the live feed of the meeting, you can tune in to Comcast 
channel 77, AT&T U-verse channel 99. If you wish to participate virtually, please contact HARC staff at 305-809-3973. 
The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 
RENOVATIONS TO HISTORIC HOUSE. NEW SECOND STORY ADDITION AT 
REAR OF HOUSE. NEW STORAGE AND CANVAS AWNING AT REAR OF 
HOUSE. NEW POOL. DEMOLITION OF REAR ROOF AND SECOND STORY 
REAR WALL. 

 #5 CATHOLIC LANE 

Applicant – Bert Bender    Application #H2023-0015 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 
call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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x[jy

9:;<:8�=:>;?@W��U



���������	
���
� ������������������������������ ���!�"���
�			�	#�	�						

$��"%
���"������%�$���&�����"���'�
""���(�����(%")*
""+,-#	�. (���+,-��/#.�(0�1�"�+,-/.�(0�+,-�#��.2-���//��/�/.3��4(���-			�	#�5 ��/
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