
 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: June 1, 2022   
 
RE: 1610 Von Phister (permit application #T2022-0175) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Sea Grape tree. 
A site inspection was done and documented the following: 
 

  Tree Species: Sea Grape (Cocoloba uvifera) 
 

 

 

Photo showing location of tree. 



 

Photo showing whole tree and location. 



 
 

Photo looking down the property line showing main trunks of tree.  
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Diameter: 61.1”  

Location: 40% (growing in the side yard along property line-damaging 
property line wall and impacting neighbor’s cottage)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 40% (overall condition is poor, tree has termites and decay 
throughout. Heavy growth lean, base is growing in an elevated area.)   
Total Average Value = 60%  
Value x Diameter = 36.6 replacement caliper inches 
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Karen DeMaria

From: Chris Stone <chris1stonekw@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 6:07 PM
To: Karen DeMaria
Subject: WORSENING PROBLEM WITH DECLINING SEA GRAPE AT 1610 Von Phister
Attachments: Ken King Arborist RE Toppino- 1610 V.P. Failing Sea Grape tree.pages

Hi Karen, this is a follow up to my phone message  of May 4, 2021 regarding the ever‐growing danger caused by 
the  termite‐ridden Sea Grape tree at 1610 Von Phister that has increasingly encroached onto my property at 1608 Von 
Phister, breaking my dry‐laid stone wall and further endangering the freestanding bedroom building occupied by my 
son.  
 

May 4, 2021 
 
Ms Karen di Maria 
 
RE: the increasingly deteriorating condition, and correspondingly ever-increasing danger to 
me, my family members, and my property caused by the ongoing  decline of the Sea Grape 
tree at rear of 1610 Von Phister.   
 
 
As you know, I’ve unsuccessfully tried for years to get the owner of the 1610 Von Phister 
property, Patricia Toppino,  to deal with this problem, . 
 
Ms Toppino no longer lives in Key West, and the property is now in listed with Bascom 
Grooms Realty. 
 
As you may remember from our previous conversations, branches periodically fall from the 
Sea Grape tree into my yard, and gardens, as well as onto, and damaging, the tin roof of the 
nearby out-building which serves as a bedroom for my son. 
 
 
 I, personally, have  been struck by falling  branches from this decaying tree.  
 
 
Additionally, as you and I have discussed in the past, this tree has, and continues to, damage 
the adjacent historic 1941 dry- laid stone wall, incurring repeated and costly repairs to my 
wall.   
 
Today, I discovered a large hole in the stone wall  where the tree appears to have caused 
shifting, destroying even more of my stone wall.  Because of the location of this hole, this will 
not be an easy fix! 
 
My termite control people, Truly Nolan and Hammerhead, both tell me there are, not only 
termites (and other insects) in the tree, but probably now in an area in the ground between 
the tree and the above-mentioned outbuilding. 
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I have on numerous occasions over the past years approached the 1610 Von Phister property
owner, who repeatedly refused to acknowledge and/or deal with the situation.  
 
As you know, I have also sought assistance from  the city.   Can we now,  please, move to 
resolve this issue so that I may keep my family members, myself, and my property  safe? 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Thank you.   
 
Sincerely 
Chris Stone 
 
PLEASE SEE ATTACHED REPORT FROM ARBORIST KEN KING.   
 
Chris Stone 
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