
 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: August 25, 2022   
 
RE: 279 Golf Club Drive (permit application # T2022-0283) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (3) Gumbo Limbos, 
(1) Pitch Apple, and (1) Strangler Fig tree. A site inspection was done 
and documented the following: 
 

  Tree Species: Gumbo Limbo (Bursera simaruba) 
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Photo showing location of trees in back yard. 



Tree #1 

 
 

Photo of base of trunk of tree #1. 



 
 

 

Photo of 
tree 
canopy. 

Photo of 
trunk and 
canopy 
crotch areas, 
view 1.  



 
 

 

Photo of 
trunk and 
canopy 
crotch areas, 
view 2. 

Photo of 
trunk and 
canopy 
crotch areas, 
view 3.  
 



 
 

 

Photo of trunk 
and canopy 
crotch areas, 
view 4.  
 

Photo of 
trunk and 
canopy 
crotch areas, 
view 5.  
 



Diameter: 15.2”  
Location: 70% (growing in rear yard, canopy growth impacted by other 
neighboring trees)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 40% (overall condition is poor, canopy structure is poor)   
Total Average Value = 70%  
Value x Diameter = 10.6 replacement caliper inches 
 

Tree #2 

 

Photo of base and 
trunks of tree #2, 
view 1. 



 
 

 

Photo of 
base and 
trunks of 
tree #2, 
view 2. 
 

Photo of 
tree canopy, 
view 1. 



 
 

     

Photo of 
tree canopy, 
view 2. 

Photo of 
tree 
canopy, 
view 3. 



 
                                      

 

Photo of 
base and 
main 
crotch 
area of 
tree. 

Close up 
photo of 
area at 
base of 
tree, 
view 1. 



 
 
Diameter: 27.7”  (two trunks)  
Location: 60% (growing in rear yard, canopy impacted by neighboring trees 

and structure.)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 30% (overall condition is poor-structure poor with codominant 
trunks, active termites at base, poor canopy structure.)   
Total Average Value = 63%  
Value x Diameter = 17.4 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Close up 
photo of 
area at base 
of tree, 
view 2. 
 



Tree #3 

 

Photo of tree #3. 



 

                                                                            

Photo of tree trunk and 
resprout “canopy” 
branches. 

Photo of resprout 
“canopy” branches. 



 
 

 

Photo of base of 
tree-decay. 

Photo of decayed trunk-interior.  
Resprout branches growing 
from this area, view 1. 



     
                                      

Diameter: 17.5”  

Location: 60% (growing in rear yard)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 20% (overall condition is very poor, a lot of tree is regrowth, 
hollow, poor structure, major decay.)   
Total Average Value = 60%  
Value x Diameter = 10.5 replacement caliper inches 

Photo of 
decayed 
trunk-
interior.  
Resprout 
branches 
growing 
from this 
area, view 
2. 
 



 

                                                       

#1 

#2 

#3 

Photo of narrow side yard 
area where pitch apple and 
strangler fig tree are growing. 



 
 

                                                                          

Tree Species: Pitch Apple 
(Clusia rosea) and Strangler 
Fig (Ficus aurea) 

 

 

Two photos showing location of 
the pitch apple and strangler fig 
trees.  Trees are growing 
intertwined with each other and 
Washingtonian Palms. 



 
 

     

Photo of tree canopies, 
view 1.  

Photo of base 
of pitch apple 
tree. 



 
 

 

Two 
photos 
showing 
base of 
trees and 
aerial 
roots. 



                                      

 

 

Photo of base 
of tree on 
Washingtonian 
Palm. 

Photo of tree 
“canopies” 
and aerial 
roots. 



 

                                                      

Photo of tree canopies, 
view 2.  
 

Photo of tree trunk against 
Washingtonian palm.  Palm is to be 
removed. 



 
Pitch Apple-Diameter: 7”  
Location: 50% (growing in narrow side yard area with two large palms and 
a strangler fig)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 40% (overall condition is poor)   
Total Average Value = 63%  
Value x Diameter = 4.4 replacement caliper inches 
 

   
Strangler Fig-Diameter: 7.6”  
Location: 50% (growing in narrow side yard area with two large palms and 
pitch apple)   

Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 40% (overall condition is poor, lots of aerial roots, invading 
other plants)   
Total Average Value = 63%  
Value x Diameter = 4.7 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
Total Trees and Replacement Info: 
GL1: 10.6” 
GL2: 17.4” 

GL3: 10.5” 
PA: 4.4” 
SF: 4.7” 
 
Total if all approved for removal = 47.6” 



 

 

Application 

 

 

 




















