
Sec. 82-31. Unlawful docking and mooring. 

 

a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall 

have the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly 

indicates a different meaning:  

 

Dinghy means a small boat usually 13 feet or less, either inflatable or rigid, that serves to 

provide transportation between a larger anchored vessel and land. 

 

Tender means a small boat larger than 13 feet but normally less than 20 feet, either 

inflatable or rigid that serves to provide transportation between a larger anchored vessel 

and land. 

 

b) It is unlawful to tie, moor, anchor, beach or attach in any way a vessel to public or private 

property, including seawalls, structures, other vessels, waterway markers, signposts or 

fence posts, vegetation (trees, bushes, plants) and submerged lands, without prior written 

permission from the owner within the city limits, unless authorized by state and/or federal 

law. When the owner of the property is the city, the written permission must be granted 

by the city manager or his/her designee. This written permission shall be specific to the 

vessel by registration number and operator by name and shall include the duration of 

permission to stay. Failure to provide written permission to a law enforcement official 

may result in the removal and storage of the vessel at the owner's expense consistent with 

state and local law. Responsibility of compliance with this section is the burden of the 

vessel owner/operator. 

  

c) All vessels docking at a city marina or mooring in a city mooring field shall abide by the 

rules and regulations of the city. The respective dockmasters are authorized to enforce 

such rules and regulations. 

  

d) The city manager or his/her designee shall designate areas to be used as dinghy docks. 

 

e) Dinghies in disrepair, with protruding edges or any other conditions that may damage a 

neighboring docked dinghy will not be permitted to dock at the dinghy dock. 

 

f) Prior to securing a dinghy at any city- owned dinghy dock designated by the city manager 

or his/her designee or prior to securing a tender at any city owned dock, the owner of the 

dinghy or tender shall provide payment for dockage in advance.  In addition, the owner of 

the dinghy or tender shall present proof that the dinghy or tender was tethered to a vessel 

which is currently enrolled and participating in the pump-out service administered by 

Monroe County.  In the alternative, the owner of the dinghy or tender may present a valid 

receipt establishing that the dinghy or tender was tethered to a vessel which was serviced 

by a pump-out service within 14 days of the owner’s request to dock.  

 

g) In the event a dinghy is placed at a city-owned dock designated by the city manager or 

his/her designee or a tender is placed at a city owned dock without permission and 

without complying with subsections (e) and (f) above, a notice of the violation will be 



placed on the dinghy or tender directing the owner to contact the dock master to correct 

the violation or violations and to pay the dockage fee within 1hour. In the event the 

violations are not remedied within the prescribed period, the dinghy or tender will be 

towed by the dock master to the dock master’s office where it will be impounded and 

secured. A $25 impound fee to the marina will be required for release of the dinghy or 

tender to its owner. 

 
 


