
                                     STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE:   March 25, 2014      
 
RE:  920 Cornish Lane   (permit application #6818 ) 

 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received for the removal of (1) Royal Poinciana tree.  
A site inspection was done on March 24, 2014 and documented the 
following: 
 
Tree Species:  Royal Poinciana  (Delonix regia)  
 

                       
           
 



                
Diameter:  27”  
Location:  30%  (root issues with accessory building foundation)  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  80%  (appears to be in good condition, nice canopy)   
Total Average Value =  70%   
 Value x Diameter =  19 replacement caliper inches 

 

 
 
Aerial photo dated march 2013 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



NOTE:  The property owner submitted a letter from an architect stating that 
the tree roots are an imminent threat to the accessory building.  Visual 
inspection shows the building is on a raised foundation but the buttress of 
the roots from the trunk is very close to the building.  The tree is also 
covered in philodendron vines so an accurate assessment of the condition of 
the health and structure of the tree could not be made at this time from the 
ground. The tree appears to be in good condition.  
 
March 31, 2014:  At this time, a final recommendation can not be made until 
additional information has been received from the  property owners (see 
copy of e-mail). 





JO Bennett <jbennett@keywestcity.com>

Fwd: Tree removal application Royal Poinciana

Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@keywestcity.com> Wed, Apr 2, 2014 at 8:55 AM
To: JO Bennett <jbennett@keywestcity.com>

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: John Huss <aschiker@yahoo.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 1, 2014 at 11:26 AM
Subject: Re: Tree removal application Royal Poinciana
To: Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@keywestcity.com>

Hi Karen,

Thank you for the follow-up e-mail.  

Our certified arborist is John Cole, owner of Shade Tree Services.  John can be reached at
305-340-8094.  He inspected our tree last Friday and had the following to say in
response to your questions:

The tree appears to be in good condition. 

In order to cut back and remove the royal poinciana roots that are impacting the
structure it would be necessary to cut into the root flares of the tree.  Cutting the root
flare would negatively impact the stability of the tree and the health of the canopy. 
He would not be willing to cut the roots due to the liability issues it would cause.    

Raising the structure would not necessarily protect it from tree root damage since its
foundation piers would still be vulnerable.  The visible above the ground roots can
already be seen pushing against one of the foundation piers.  

The tree roots under the structure are large enough to lift the entire structure should
the tree fall during a storm or due to  stability impacts of cutting some of the tree
roots.  

John Huss
781-862-2537
On Wednesday, March 26, 2014 1:20 PM, Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@keywestcity.com> wrote:
David and John:
 
I wanted to follow up on my discussion at the site when I measured the royal poinciana tree for
the tree removal application.  Your application will be heard at the April 8 tree commission
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meeting.  I think it would be beneficial if you or your representative submitted additional
information for the tree commissioners to review.
 
At the time of my inspection I did recommend that you have a certified arborist look at the
tree.  To me, from the ground, the tree is in good condition.  It is hard to really see what is going
on with the tree because of the height of the tree and the vines covering the trunk.  It might be a
good idea to have an arborist really look at the tree to see if there are any condition issues.  The
main reason I suggested an arborist was to really look at the root system and to give a
definative comment regarding how large and how many roots are actually impacting the
foundation of the structure.  Are the roots primary or secondary roots?  Can the roots be
trimmed without negatively impacting the tree?  
 
The Tree Commission might want to know that you have researched alternatives before cutting
down the tree.  Another question I would ask you to think about is can the structure be raised so
as to avoid being impacted by the buttress of the root system?   Do remember that cost is a
valid reason.
 
This information will be helpful in properly evaluating your tree application.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen DeMaria 
 

--

Karen DeMaria
Urban Forestry Manager
Certified Arborist
City of Key West
305-809-3768

--

Karen DeMaria
Urban Forestry Manager
Certified Arborist
City of Key West
305-809-3768
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                                                     STAFF REPORT 2 

 

 

DATE:  April 4, 2014 

 

RE:  920 Cornish Lane (application #6818) 

 

FROM:  Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager, City of Key West 

 

I have reviewed additional information received from the property owner via e-mail.  The 

property owner asked a certified arborist, John Cole (Shade Tree Services) to respond to 

my comments regarding the root system of the tree and its impact to the existing 

accessory structure.    

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend approval of the removal of  (1) Royal 

Poinciana located at 920 Cornish Lane to be replaced with 19 caliper inches of FL#1 

native dicot or fruit trees. 
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