
                                     STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE:    March 25, 2014     
 
RE:   2211 Flagler Avenue (permit application #6805 ) 

 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received for the removal of (1) Strangler Fig tree.  A 
site inspection was done on March 25, 2014 and documented the following: 
 
Tree Species: Strangler Fig (Ficus aurea)   

 



Diameter:  42”  
Location:  40% (issues with roots and foundation of shed and deck.  
Potential issues with roots and house foundation.)  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  60% (fair-old cuts in canopy, aerial roots have been cut)   
Total Average Value = 66 %   
 Value x Diameter =    27 replacement caliper inches 

                                    
 

                                     



 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
March 31, 2014:  At this time, a recommendation is not being made until 
further information has been received from the property owner (see copy of  
e-mail).  
 
 
 





JO Bennett <jbennett@keywestcity.com>

Fwd: 2211 Flagler Avenue Tree Removal Application

Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@keywestcity.com> Thu, Apr 3, 2014 at 9:20 AM
To: JO Bennett <jbennett@keywestcity.com>

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <SSaraceni@aol.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2014 at 9:58 PM
Subject: 2211 Flagler Avenue Tree Removal Application
To: kdemaria@keywestcity.com
Cc: robin@athomeinkeywest.com, propertymgr@athomekeywest.com

In a message dated 4/2/2014 9:55:49 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, SSaraceni@aol.com writes:

Hi Karen,
 
In response to your email last week, Bruce Truesdell returned to my property at 2211 Flagler Avenue with
Tricia King from At Home in Key West.  Bruce's response to your questions are in the email below.  I
believe that he has addressed the issues of the root system impacting the house as well as the instability
of the root system to the back of the tree.  He has also explained the issues with the house's foundation. 
 
You also questioned whether or not there have been any plumbing issues in the rear in the past.  A
plumber did make repairs on 1/28/2011 and 3/24/11 as requested by the property manager, At Home in
Key West. 
 
I sincerely appreciate your assistance in this matter.  Given the impending deadline for next week's
meeting, please feel free to call me directly at 302-542-4137 if you have any additional questions or would
like further clarification before the meeting.
 
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
Sue Saraceni
 
In a message dated 4/1/2014 6:36:40 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, truesdellconstruction@gmail.com
writes:

Susan, on 3/31/14 I returned to your property on 2211 Flagler to evaluate the root structure of the
encroaching Strangler Fig tree which is ten feet from the back of your house. By simple
observation I could see a large root structure encompassing the trunk of the tree with minimum
diameter roots of one foot. Visible damage at this point is confined to the shed's foundation. The
roots are lifting it up. Directly to the back of the tree, less than ten feet away is a picket fence
which on the other side appears to be an easement in which the ground has been graded away
severing all roots on the back half of the tree. Root structures of Fig trees have been known to
travel more than 30' from the center of the tree which provide the tree its stability. On further
investigation I pulled back the pearock and plastic and dug down between the deck and the
nearest root. Two foot away from the deck and five foot from the house the root which is better
than a foot in diameter went into the ground and straight under the deck towards the house. The
house has a poured footing but is not enough to stop the roots. The roots probably have found
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their way underneath the footings and has started to lift them. With continued growth he roots will
lift the foundation cracking and weakening the walls. As of now there is no visible cracking on the
walls due to a weakened foundation. If you were to say that the foundation would stop the roots
then what you have is a huge tree standing with better than a third of the root structure cut off in
the back and another third in the front where the root structure has been compromised/restricted
by the house foundation. I question the ability of the tree to withstand strong winds. Hopefully
when it falls property damage will be minimal and no one will be hurt. Lastly by the name
'Strangler Fig' the tree's root structure encompasses other trees or objects and squeezes them.
The concern here is with underground plumbing/drains. A history of plugging drains would be a
good indicator that the trees roots have found the pipes, lifting them so the pipes don't properly
drain.
 
 
respectfully,
Bruce Truesdell

 

 

--

Karen DeMaria
Urban Forestry Manager
Certified Arborist
City of Key West
305-809-3768
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                                                     STAFF REPORT 2 

 

 

DATE:  April 4, 2014 

 

RE:  2211 Flagler Ave (application #6805) 

 

FROM:  Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager, City of Key West 

 

I have reviewed additional information received from the property owner via e-mail.  The 

property owner asked a contractor, Bruce Truesdell (Truesdell Constrcution) to respond 

to my comments regarding the root system of the tree and its impact to the existing home.    

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend approval of the removal of  (1) Strangler Fig 

located at 2211 Flagler Avenue to be replaced with 27 caliper inches of FL#1 native 

dicot or fruit trees. 
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