
                                     STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE:    June 18, 2014     
 
RE:  Bill Butler Park-Galveston Lane  (permit application #6819 ) 

 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received for the removal of (1) Avocado tree, (1) 

unidentified Citrus tree, and (1) Blolly tree.  A site inspection was done  
and documented the following:  
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1. Tree Species:  Avocado ( Persea americana)  
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Diameter:  11.5”  (2 trunks)  
Location:  50%  (next to curbing and underground utilities)  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  60%  (fair)   
Total Average Value =  70%   
Value x Diameter =  8  replacement caliper inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.  Tree Species:  Unidentified Citrus-possibly sour orange ( Citrus sp.)                        
                          

 
 

 
 



 
 
Diameter:  3.5”  
 
*Not regulated due to diameter-trees not on the protected tree list are 
regulated if over 4” diameter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3.  Tree Species: Blolly  (Guapira discolor)    
  

    



       
    

        



             
             
Diameter:  15”  
Location:  50%  (next to curbing and street, underground utilities)  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  80%  (multi trunk, healthy)   
Total Average Value =  76 %   
Value x Diameter =  11 replacement caliper inches 
 
NOTE:  The City of Key West must create a path in Bill Butler Park for 
ADA accessibility.  The starting location on Galveston Lane is due to an 
existing pathway that runs from Elizabeth to Galveston lane.   
 
The City did discuss transplanting the trees but due to underground utility 
cables, it is not feasible to transplant the trees. 
 
Recommendations:  Recommend approval of the removal of (1) 

Avocado  tree and (1) Blolly tree located along the Galveston Lane 

portion of Bill Butler Park, to be replaced with 19 caliper inches of 

FL#1 native dicot or fruit trees at  Bill Butler Park. 
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THE CITY OF KEY WEST 
Post Office Box 1409 Key West, FL 33041-1409 (305) 809-3700 

 

               Key to the Caribbean – Average yearly temperature 77° F.  
 

 

 

 
Date:   June 16, 2014 
 
To:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager 
    
From:  Karen Olson, Special Projects Designer 
 
CC:  David Fernandez, ACM 
  Jim Bouquet, Engineering Services Director 

 
Subject: Tree Removal Bill Butler Park 
 
The City has been working to improve conditions within Bill Butler Park over the past 
several months.  Trees have been pruned, sidewalks repaired, playground equipment 
and fencing installed.  In addition an ADA complaint access route to and through the 
park from Galveston Lane and Elizabeth Street access sidewalk will be installed. 
 
During the planning of this route it was discovered that there were many obstacles 
including trees and communications equipment.  It was decided that tree relocation 
was the only solution to providing the ADA access required.  Karen DeMaria spoke 
with two Certified Arborists who stated the avocado and blolly trees were 
transplantable. 
 
The City proceeded with design to include the relocation of these trees within the 
park.  The Contractor was directed to provide pricing, within the construction cost 
estimate, for the relocation of the trees along with a thatch palm.  A public meeting 
was held to present the plans and the City discussed the intent of tree relocation in 
lieu of removal.  
 
Once City Commission approval was obtained the Contractor was directed to contact 
a Certified Arborist to get a time frame for the transplantation process.  The arborist 
evaluated the locations of the avocado and blolly trees and due to their proximity to 
underground utilities, curbing and roadway recommended removal of the trees.  The 
Contractor was then instructed to get an opinion from a second arborist whose 
evaluation and recommendation were the same. 
 
The City is required, by federal code, to provide this access through the park.  It is 
unfortunate that it will require the removal of these two trees.  Another tree, a citrus 
tree, will also be removed but due to its location and condition was never considered 
for transplantation.  The thatch palm will be transplanted within the park. 
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