
                                                     MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  June 30, 2014 
 
RE:  Botanical Garden Liaison Committee 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager, City of Key West 
 
Below are some notes regarding the Botanical Garden that will be discussed at the July 8, 
2014 Tree Commission meeting. 
 
Section 6-200 of the Key West Code of Ordinances states that the responsibilities of the 
Key West Tree Commission “with respect to the botanical garden, as set forth in chapter 
110 of the Code of Ordinances, are hereby delegated to a committee that shall serve as a 
liaison between the Tree Commission and the botanical garden operator. The committee 
shall make all permitting decisions with regard to botanical garden applications for 
planting, transplanting and removal of trees. The committee shall be established and 
defined in the lease between the city and the operator of the botanical garden.” 
 
The lease agreement executed on May 7, 2007 between the City of Key West and the 
Botanical Garden has the following statements: 
 
1.  Section #4:   
The Liaison Committee consists of one member from the Tree Commission (TC) but not 
the chair and not an employee and one director from the Botanical Garden Board (BG) 
but not the chairman and not an employee.  These two members shall appoint a third 
member to the Liaison Committee (member of the public). Terms are for one year.  If 
there is a vacancy of the third member, then the Mayor of Key West shall have the right 
to appoint a person to that vacancy. Each position also is to have an alternate. 
 
The Liaison Committee shall be responsible for all permitting responsibilities under 
Section 110 of the Key West Code of Ordinances (removal, transplanting and trimming 
of trees). 
 
Two members attending a meeting is a quorum.  A vote is required to be made by the TC 
representative.  There shall also be a chairman who shall keep notes, official records and 
handle secretarial aspects of the committee.  The chair shall file copies of all official 
reports and documents with the Urban Forester Manager.   
 
All meetings shall be at the botanical garden.  Meetings shall be held within 5 business 
days of an application request for a permit. A 48 hour written notice is required for a 
meeting which shall be posted at the City Clerk’s Office and the office of the Botanical 
Garden Society and shall be posted in a timely manner by the Chair.  All permits shall be 
signed by the member representing the Tree Commission. 
  



The committee shall meet quarterly with the TC for the purposes of advising the TC of 
activities in the garden and receiving advice.  Once a year the garden shall file a report 
with the City Commission advising the Commission of activities in the garden.    
 
In the event the parties determine to terminate the Liaison Committee, then the permitting 
role of the Key West Tree Commission shall be restored.  
   
2.  Section #5: 
No less than annually, the BG shall file a husbandry report with the City which shall 
describe changes to the garden property in the past year and plans for the next year. 
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Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@keywestcity.com>

FW: Liaison Committee Priorities

Misha McRAE <mmcrae@kwbgs.org> Tue, Jun 17, 2014 at 10:19 PM
To: Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@keywestcity.com>

Karen

 

Mary Chandler has noted Audrey Thompson will be the Triad Committee member from the Garden Board.

 

Sincerely,

Mr. Misha D. McRAE

Executive Director

Key West Botanical Garden Society

5210 College Road

Key West FL 33040

(305) 296-1504 ofc.

(305) 296-2242 fax.

 

The Key West Botanical Garden Society, Inc. is a registered 501 (c) 3 nonprofit corporation. Donations are deductible under the

Internal Revenue Service Code.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES

BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-HELPFLA (435-7352) WITHIN TH ESTATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR

RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

Garden is publicly owned and operated as a passive, natural resource-based public outdoor recreational site.

 

From: Mary Chandler [mailto:maryc47743@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 17, 2014 4:31 PM
To: Misha McRAE; Audrey Thompson
Subject: Re: Liaison Committee Priorities

 

Bringing in Audrey as the Triad Committee board member.

 

 

tel:%28305%29%20296-1504
tel:%28305%29%20296-2242
mailto:maryc47743@gmail.com
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The Key West Botanical Garden Society, Inc. is a registered 501 (c) 3 nonprofit corporation. Donations are deductible under the

Internal Revenue Service Code.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES
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RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

Garden is publicly ow ned and operated as a passive, natural resource-based public outdoor recreational site.

 

 



Editor's note—  

Section 1 of Ord. No. 06-11, adopted June 6, 2006, added a new Art. IV to read as herein set out. 

Sec. 6-200. - Botanical garden. 

 
 

Sec. 6-200. - Botanical garden. 

Botanical garden. 

(a) 
There is hereby established the Key West Botanical Garden, located on 12.35 acres at 
5210 College Road, Key West. 

(b) 
The botanical garden shall be operated under lease on a not-for-profit basis. In the event 
the city of Key West shall determine to sell or otherwise convey the property underlying 
the botanical garden, the purchaser shall operate the garden consistent with grants 
obtained by the city for the initial purchase of the "Botanical Garden Addition." Revenues 
generated from the botanical garden shall be invested in the continued operation, 
maintenance and development of the garden.  

(c) 
The prohibition of section 18-87(a) of the Code of Ordinances shall not apply to the sale, 
possession or drinking of alcoholic beverages upon the premises of the botanical garden. 
This exception shall apply during special events only.  

(d) 
The responsibilities of the Key West Tree Commission with respect to the botanical 
garden, as set forth in chapter 110 of the Code of Ordinances, are hereby delegated to a 
committee that shall serve as a liaison between the tree commission and the botanical 
garden operator. The committee shall make all permitting decisions with regard to 
botanical garden applications for planting, transplanting and removal of trees. The 
committee shall be established and defined in the lease between the city and the operator 
of the botanical garden.  

(e) 
Notwithstanding subsection (d), the operator of the botanical garden remains subject to 
the regulations for the management and maintenance of its trees and vegetation, as set 
forth in chapter 110 and other applicable regulations of the City of Key West. At a 
minimum, the operator shall employ the arboricultural standards described in chapter 110 
of the Code of Ordinances.  

(f) 
The botanical garden shall be open to the public. The operator of the garden shall 
establish hours of operation that balance public access with the protection of the 
vegetation.  

(Ord. No. 06-11, § 2, 6-6-2006) 
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