
Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 

Staff Report 
Item 8 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Meeting Date:  July 15, 2014 
 
Applicant:   Thomas E. Pope, Architect 
 
Application Number: H14-01-1082 
 
Address:   #410 Simonton Street 
   
Description of Work: Modification to previously approved plans. 

Restoration of west elevation and relocation of 
exterior staircase and landing on the rear addition. 
New second floor deck on the back addition. 

 
Building Facts: The main house in the lot is listed as a contributing 

resource. This unique carpenter gothic house was 
built circa 1870. Architect William Reed Kerr 
designed the house for his family. William Reed Kerr 
was the architect of the disappeared Convent of Mary 
Immaculate and designed the Old Post Office and 
Custom House.  The house is one of a kind in our 
historic district.  When the single family house was 
converted into apartments the exterior was also 
altered, particularly on its back portion. An exterior 
staircase was added in order to access the second 
floor. The house does not have its original interior 
staircase. The city recognizes 5 units in the site. The 
house is under renovations.  

 
Guidelines Cited in 
Review: Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines  

(pages 16-23), specifically Standard 1, 2, 9, and 10. 
 
 Roof decks (page 28a), specifically first paragraph 

and guideline 1. 
 
 Guidelines for additions, specific guidelines 1 

through 8. 
  

 
Staff Analysis 

 
The Certificate of Appropriateness proposes revisions to previously approved 
plans. The new plans depict a replacement exterior wood staircase to be 
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installed in the back south side of the house with a landing that will give access 
to a new proposed roof deck over a one story addition. The back one story 
addition was approved when the restoration plans were review by the 
Commission. The access to the second floor apartment will be through the 
proposed roof deck and one of the existing historic dormers of the house will 
serve as the main entrance; meaning that part of the roof will need to be cut in 
order to adapt the window opening into a door. 
 

Consistency with Guidelines 
 
Although the new proposed stair location will be less visible from the previous 
approved ones staff has concerns regarding the size of the proposed roof deck 
and the alteration of one of the back dormers to accommodate a door. 
 

1. Although the roof deck will be over a new addition and on the back of 
the historic house, it will be approximately 320 square feet. The 
proposed roof deck will be too large for the historic house. 

2. The existing historic dormer windows are character defining elements 
to the house. The alteration of a dormer window in order to 
accommodate a door is contrary to some of the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards. 

3. Roof decks were not a common element over one story structures and 
have never been an element historically found in the house. 

4. The proposed design is not compatible with the scale and design of 
the unique house. 
 
 

It is staff’s opinion that having the exterior staircase where it was originally 
approved will allow less alteration to the historic fabric than adding a whole roof 
deck with almost the same width of the house. Although the addition will be on 
the back it will impact more historic fabric than having the staircase on one 
side. It is staff’s opinion that the proposed project fails to meet Standards and 
guidelines regarding additions and that the design will have a greater impact to 
the historic fabric than the previous approved design. 
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