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Mr. Edward B. Knight 
336 Duval Street 
Key West, Florida, 33040 
 
May 23, 2014 
 
Dear Mr. Knight, 
 
The Key West Forgotten Soldiers Monument Committee would like to thank you for your 
consideration of support to honor the 126 people from Key West who served as Union 
soldiers during the Civil War. 
 
The ‘heroic’ bronze statue planned for Bayview Park will honor these men for generations 
to come and serve as a fitting tribute to our history and our people. 
 
Details on the soldiers, monument, sculptor, and foundry are included in the following 
pages. Please feel free to call on any members of the committee should you have any 
questions, input or suggestions. 
 
With sincere appreciation, 
 
 
 
_____________________ ____________________  _____________________ 
Clayton Lopez   Tom Hambright   David L. Sloan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Knight
336 Duval Street



Key West Forgotten Soldiers Monument Overview 
	
  
 
Origination: Key West Historian, Tom Hambright, uncovered the names of the forgotten 
soldiers after extensive research. These men were written out of history. A monument to 
honor them was suggested by Mr. Hambright. Members of the community agreed and a 
committee was formed to create the monument.  
  
Location: The monument is planned for Bayview Park’s Monument Park near Eisenhower 
Drive. A location has been selected in proximity to the existing war monuments and will 
be finalized by The Forgotten Soldiers Monument Committee, and architect Bert Bender 
in conjunction with existing plans for Monument Park. 
 
Specifications: The monument will depict a single black Union soldier and a plaque 
listing the names of all 126 soldiers from Key West. Additional details are being worked 
out with the sculptor and sketches will follow. Representations of Key West such as a 
conch shell will be included. The plaque with the names of the 126 soldiers will be 
included on the base. Maximum dimensions of the base are 5’ x 5’. The soldier will be a 
heroic – or 1.5 times the size of a person. The overall monument with base will be 
approximately 9’ tall. 
 
Cost: $61,000 includes bronze casting, base, plaque, delivery and installation. 
 
Timing: Work will begin as soon as funding is secured. Delivery and installation will be 
scheduled in accordance with planned improvements and brick work in Monument Park 
between November 2014 and November 2015. An unveiling ceremony will be held on an 
appropriate date. 
 
Considerations: We are working closely with Art In Public Places, The Vietnam Living 
Memorial Committee, City Planners and residents. The monument will ultimately be 
gifted to the City of Key West, pending Commission approval, to ensure it is cared for in 
perpetuity. No funds raised for the Forgotten Soldiers Monument will be directed to any 
other monuments or causes and no members of the committee will receive compensation 
for their time or efforts. Donors will be recognized according to their wishes. 
 
Contacts: Committee members can be reached at your convenience with any questions or 
suggestions. Tom Hambright: (305) 292-3595, Clayton Lopez (305) 797-3584, David 
Sloan: (305) 923-7822 
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Artist, Sculptor and Bronze Foundry Owner Stanley James Watts was born in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. While attending Salt Lake's South High School he was already a noted artist, being 
recognized as a Sterling Scholar in art. Watts went on to be tutored by noted sculptor Dr. Avard 
Fairbanks and has done many LDS - themed bronze sculptures, including a monumental 
bronze sculpture depicting Joseph and Hyrum Smith on horseback; this bronze statue is placed 
directly in front of the Nauvoo LDS Temple in Nauvoo, Illinois.   
 
Watts is well known for his patriotic and custom bronze sculptures.  His bronze sculpture of 
George Washington is located at the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. Watts  
also created a larger than life bronze sculpture of the founding fathers with castings located in 
Tampa, Florida, Bountiful, Utah, and Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. One of Stan Watts' most 
famous bronze monumental Sculptures is entitled "To Lift a Nation", and is taken from the 
famous photo of New York City firefighters raising a flag over the collapsed World Trade Center 
site.  The 3 times life-size bronze monument is located at the National Fallen Fire Fighters 
Memorial in Emmitsburg, Maryland. +
!

Stan Watts creates representational bronze 
sculptures in the old world traditional style of 
realism.  His artistic craftsmanship are displayed in 
the quality of his finished sculptures.  Stan's 
foundry, Atlas Bronze Casting turns bronze metal 
into art utilizing the time honored lost wax bronze 
casting techniques.   
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