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Meeting Date:  September 23, 2014 
 
Applicant:   Peter Pike, Architect 
 
Application Number: H14-01-1389 
 

Address:   #907 Whitehead Street 
   
Description of Work: New A/C system for the Ernest Hemingway house, a 

National Historic Landmark. 
 
Building Facts: The Ernest Hemingway House is one of the two 

historic structures listed as a Historic National 
Landmark in Key West; Fort Zachary Taylor is the 
other landmark. The house was listed in the National 
Register in 1968 and elevated to Landmark status in 
1977. Originally known as the Tift house it is one of 
the oldest structures in Key West. It is believed that 
the two story masonry structure was built circa 1850. 
The house has been well preserved and it is open to 
the public as a museum since the late 1960’s.  

 
 The period of significance stated in the nomination is 

from 1931 to 1961, when the house was owned by 
Ernest Hemingway. Hemingway died in July 2, 1961. 
Currently the main house does not have air 
conditioning system, still the detached structure that 
is used as the book store is air conditioned. The 
interior of the house contains artwork and antique 
museum pieces that are exposed to the heat and 
humidity of our environment. 

 
 
Guidelines Cited in 

Review: U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards (pages 16-
23), specifically Standards 1, 9 and 10.  

 
 U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines (from the 

U.S. Secretary of Interior’s Standards and Guidelines 
which are stipulated under Section 102-154 of the 
LDR’s), specifically Mechanical systems pages 29-30. 
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 Guidelines for Air Conditioning units (pages 42- 43), 
specifically guidelines 1, 4, 5 and 7. 

 
Staff Analysis 

 
The Certificate of Appropriateness for review proposes the installation of an air 
condition system for the Hemingway house. Staff has been working together with 
the applicant trying to find sensible alternatives to this request. Two condenser 
units are proposed, one will be installed over a concrete slab and a second unit 
will be located on the roof. The compressor unit that will be located in the ground 
on the northeast side of the house and will be screened with vegetation. The plans 
includes a proposed trench to burry all refrigerant lines of the unit that will end 
in the basement. From the basement there will be 2” diameter floor air supplies 
that will be located close to the existing walls of the first floor. These vents will be 

of similar color as the wooden floors.  
 
For the second floor, a condenser unit will be located in the roof, a handling unit 
will be located on an existing closet and ducts, 6” by 8” will be installed in the 
bathroom and closet. A dropt soffit 1’- 1” high by 11” wide will be installed in the 
west room, opposite to the staircase. This duct will be installed between an 
existing beam and a wall that separates the space from the closet. The plans 
include wall diffusers 30” by 4” that will be installed; two of them on the west 
wall of the master room and one on the west wall of the stair room. A fourth 
diffuser will be installed on the proposed drop soffit, opposite to the stair room. 
The proposed roof condensing unit will have a square wood lattice screen and will 
be not taller than 5’. The house has a parapet that surrounds the entire roof.  
 
  

Consistency with Guidelines 
 

1. The submitted plans illustrates a sensible solution for the 
installation of a new air conditioning system in a landmark like 
the Hemingway house. The proposed installation of floor vents 
and the use of the basement for all conduits needed to supply 
the first floor is an appropriate solution to the problem. 
 

2. The design proposes minor alterations to existing walls. The use 
of secondary rooms and a closet to run the conduits will not 
obscure or damage a large percentage of historic fabric. The 
proposed soffit opposite to the stair room will be contained 
between an existing wall and a beam. 

 
3. The proposed air conditioning system, if removed in the future, 

will not unimpaired any essential forms or integrity of the 
historic property. 

 
4. The proposed location of the condensing units will not 

overshadow any character defining elements. The units will be 
screened either by vegetation or by lattice work. 
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The proposed design is consistent with the Guidelines found in the Historic 
Architectural Guidelines and the US Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and 
Guidelines. It is staff opinion that the design is sensitive to the historic fabric. 
Although historically the house never had an air conditioning system, that does 
not mean that it can be installed; the importance is how appropriate and how 
non-intrusive the proposed installation is.  
 
Staff opines that the proposed design will have no adverse effect on the historic 
house. Still staff recommends to the Commission that a final version of the wall 
vents be submitted for approval and that they should be painted in the same 
color as the background where they will be installed. The lattice screening 
element for the unit to be mounted in the roof must have the same color as the 
frame structure that leads to the roof. Staff opines that the roof unit will barely 
be visible from the street. 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application 
 
 

 

 

 

 







 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanborn Maps 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

#907 Whitehead Street Sanborn map 1889 

 

 



 

 

#907 Whitehead Street Sanborn map 1926 

 

 



 

 

#907 Whitehead Street Sanborn map 1948 

 

 

 

 



 

#907 Whitehead Street Sanborn map 1962 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Photos 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

#907 Whitehead Street in the 1930’s photo taken from the southwest side of the lot facing north.  
Monroe County Library. The Heritage House Collection. 
 



 

 

#907 Whitehead Street in the 1930’s photo taken from Whitehead Street. Monroe County Library. The 
Heritage House Collection.  



  

 

#907 Whitehead Street in the 1930’s photo taken from Whitehead Street. Monroe County Library. The 
Heritage House Collection.  



 

 
#907 Whitehead Street, on the left side, circa 1910 photo taken from the lighthouse. Monroe County Library.  



  

 

#907 Whitehead Street, on the left side, circa 1890 photo taken from the lighthouse. Monroe County Library.  
 



 

 

#907 Whitehead Street in the 1930’s photo taken from the lighthouse. Monroe County Library. The Heritage 
House Collection. 
 



 

 

 
#907 Whitehead Street in 1993 photo taken from the lighthouse. Monroe County Library. Alex Vega. 
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Noticing 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing at 5:30 p.m., September 23, 2014 at 

Old City Hall, 510 Greene Street, Key West, Florida.  The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request 

for:  

 

NEW A/C SYSTEM FOR THE ERNEST HEMINGWAY HOUSE, 

A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK. 
  

FOR- #907 WHITEHEAD STREET 
Applicant- Peter Pike, Architect                                         Application # H14-01-1389 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during 

regular office hours at 3140 Flagler Avenue, call 809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

http://www.keywestcity.com/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Property Appraiser Information 
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