
STAFF REPORT 
 

 
DATE: September 26, 2014 

 
 
RE: 616 Eaton Street  (permit application #7059 ) 

 
 
FROM: Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager, 

City of Key West 
 
 
An application was received for the removal of (1) Spanish Lime tree and 
(1) Sandbox tree. A site inspection was done on July 21, 2014 and 
documented the following: 

 

1. Tree Species: #2 Spanish Lime  
(Melicoccus bijugatus) 

 

                                        



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
                                                                                   
 

                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cavity hole at 
base of tree-
extends straight 
back at least 1 
foot. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   Roof of church building                                           Side of tree trunk 
 

 
 
 

Diameter: 39.8” 
Location:  60% (backyard tree, growing very close to two historic 
structures) 
Species:  100% (on protected tree list) 
Condition: 5 0 % (fair to poor, tree was covered in vines, hole/cavity at 
base of tree)  
Total Average Value =  70% 
Value x Diameter = 2 7 . 9 replacement caliper inches 

 



2.  Tree Species: #20 Spanish Lime (Melicoccus bijugatus) 
 

 



 
 



 



 
 
Diameter:  20.8” 
Location:  40% (back yard tree, roots into concrete inground 
structure/cistern) 
Species:  100% (on protected tree list) 
Condition:  30% (poor, codomiant trunks-one ripped out, decay) 
Total Average Value =   56% 
Value x Diameter = 1 1 . 6 replacement caliper inches 

 
 



3 Tree Species: #36 Spanish Lime (Melicoccus bijugatus) 

 
 
Diameter:  6” 
Location:  60% (back yard tree, in root zone of tree #20, 
close to property line) 
Species:  100% (on protected tree list) 
Condition:  40% (poor-regrowth from old cut trunk) 
Total Average Value =   66% 
Value x Diameter = 4 replacement caliper inches 
 

Tree #20 Tree #36 

Concrete “cistern” 



4.  Tree Species: #33 Spanish Lime (Melicoccus bijugatus) 

 
 



 
 

 
Diameter:  28.5” 
Location:  60% (back yard tree, close to property line 
and church accessory structures) 
Species:  100% (on protected tree list) 
Condition:  50% (fair to poor, codominant trunks with large rip and decay) 
Total Average Value =  70% 
Value x Diameter =  19.9 replacement caliper inches 



5. Tree Species: #34 Spanish Lime (Melicoccus bijugatus) 

 
 



 
 

 
Diameter:  15.3” 
Location:  60%  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list) 
Condition:  50% (fair to poor, included bark, large crack) 
Total Average Value =  70 % 
Value x Diameter =  10.7 replacement caliper inches 



6. Tree Species: #41, #42, #43 Spanish Lime (Melicoccus bijugatus) 
 

 
 



 



 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Diameter:  65” 
Location:  40% (impacting structure next 
door) 
Species:  100% (on protected tree list) 
Condition:  40% (several trunk in one root 
ball that have grown together, decay, poor 
structure) 
Total Average Value:  60% 
Value x Diameter = 39 replacement 
caliper inches   
 
 



7.  Tree Species: #3 Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia) 

 
 
 
 



 



 
 
Diameter:  19.3” 
Location:  80% (back yard tree, plenty of space ) 
Species:  100% (on protected tree list) 
Condition:  50% (fair, old, poor cuts with decay) 
Total Average Value = 76% 
Value x Diameter = 1 4 . 7  replacement caliper inches 



8. Tree Species: # 22 Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia) 
 

 
 
 



 

 



 



 



 
 
Diameter:  21.3” 
Location:  80% (back yard tree, plenty of space ) 
Species:  100% (on protected tree list) 
Condition:  60% (fair) 
Total Average Value =  80% 
Value x Diameter =  17 replacement caliper inches 



9.  Tree Species: #4 Sea Grape (Cocoloba uvifera) 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 
Diameter:  24.5” 
Location:  80% (back yard tree, plenty of space ) 
Species:  100% (on protected tree list) 
Condition:  40% (codomiant trunks with lion tails structure, decay, prone 
to falling) 
Total Average Value =  73 % 
Value x Diameter =  17.9 replacement caliper inches 



 10.  Tree Species:  Sandbox (Hura crepitans) 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 





 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 



Diameter:  43.6” 
Location:  80% (back yard tree, plenty of space ) 
Species:  50% (not on protected or not protected tree list) 
Condition:  50% (fair but in decline, vines were growing along trunk and 
in canopy, some decay, especially in old cuts, observed on large branches) 
Total Average Value =  60% 
Value x Diameter =  26 replacement caliper inches 

 
 
Total Replacement Inches for Removal of requested Trees: 
 
#2 Spanish Lime:   27.9" 
#20 Spanish Lime:   11.6" 
#33 Spanish Lime:           19.9"    
#34 Spanish Lime:      10.7"   
#36 Spanish Lime:        4.0"     
#41/41/43 Spanish Lime:  39.0"    
#3 Royal Poinciana:        14.7"   
#22 royal Poinciana:       17.0"     
#4 Sea Grape:   17.9"     
#10 Sandbox:    26.0" 
 
TOTAL:    188.7 replacement inches 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos of  Rest of the Property: 
 

 
Area of property with proposed tree removals is located behind this house. 



 

 
 
 
At the end of the driveway behind the existing historic house. 

 
 
Standing behind house looking toward yards from houses on Elizabeth St. 

 
 



 
 
 
Standing behind house and church building at interior of wooded area (rest 
of property). In the upper corner of the photo is a branch from the sandbox 
tree (looking toward Fleming St). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Interior of wooded area looking toward back yard of house on Simonton St 
and old cistern. 



 
 
Standing behind house looking toward the back yard of houses on Simonton St. 
Church property is to the right. Large branch from the sandbox tree is in the upper 
left corner of the photo. 





616 Eaton St Arborist Notes—From Cynthia Dommenech-Coogle, Sept 26, 2014   
 
Thanks for the correspondence.  I am in Berea, Kentucky and have been for several weeks 
without phone or internet service; so the following pictures may take a bit to send.  Hopefully 
you will get all this morning.  I will send pictures with corresponding numbers and information 
regards to removals.  I may need to send one at a time so as not to overload the internet service at 
my location.  This may take some time.   

 

Eaton Street 

Old 
Stone 
Church 
property 
on 
Simonton 
St 



 

 

On Simonton St 

Eaton 
St 



Trees to be Remove: 
 
#2  Spanish Lime  Fair - Poor  Approx 35" diameter.  Under root flare and trunk decayed.   
Recommend removal.  
 
#20 Spanish Lime tree is approx 20 3/4" located at the southwest rear yard adjacent to church 
parking lot and immediately adjacent and west of underground concrete structure.  Large 
codominant stem ripped away from truck during past hurricane seasons causing decay 
throughout trunk.  Tree is in poor condition.  Recommend removal. 
 
#33 Spanish Lime, approx diameter 28 1/2", located at rear yard extreme southwest immediately 
adjacent to property line. Poor condition. Spanish Lime has rip away of codominant branch with 
large area of decay to include remaining branch. Recommend removal. 
 
#34 Spanish Lime, approx diameter 15 1/4", located in extreme rear yard south southwest 
immediately adjacent to property line.  Spanish Lime tree is in poor condition.  Vertical crack 
developing at first branch union with included bark.  Southern branch is larger in diameter than 
truck hence increased tension on branch union.  Southern branch extends over adjacent 
commercial property.  Recommend removal.   
 
#36 Spanish Lime, approx diameter totaling 6", located in rear yard west northwest adjacent to 
church parking lot and adjacent to larger Spanish Lime at underground concrete structure.  Three 
Spanish Lime stems are regrowth from prior removed small tree.  Poor condition.  Recommend 
removal.   
 
#41, 42 and 43 (3 trunks, 1rootball) Spanish Lime trees are at west rear yard immediately 
adjacent to neighboring building.  Appears trees are lifting building. They are growing in a 
cluster in such close proximity to one another that their trunks are competing for space.  All have 
varying degrees of decay from moderate to severe.  They are individually and collectively in 
poor health.  Recommend removal. 
 
                   Spanish Lime tree #41 is the northwestern and smallest tree with 
                   a diameter of approx 15 1/2".  Tree decayed from base of trunk into  
                   codominant rip away to top of trunk in canopy.  Appears to be seedling 
                   from larger Spanish Lime tree in same cluster. Poor condition.  
 
                   Spanish Lime tree #42 is the northeast trunk in cluster with approx diameter 
                   of 17 1/2".  Trunk is resting on tree #41 and #43. Trunk flare and roots are 
                   void on west side of tree.  Codominant rip way at top of trunk. Appears to be 
                   seedling from larger Spanish Lime tree in same cluster.  
 
                   Spanish Lime tree #43  is the southern and largest trunk in cluster with approx  
                   diameter of 32 ". Tree is leaning south with trunk flare and root area reduced 
                   due to seedling growth of trees #41 and 42.  Codominant branch to west over  
                   neighboring building is included approx 2' rendering a poor branch union.  



#3 Poinciana, diameter approx 19 1/4", located in rear yard northeast side of property at 
easement to neighbor gate.  Poinciana has had prior poor pruning practices on major branches; 
flush cuts past branch collars.  All cuts currently demonstrating decay.  Poinciana trees have poor 
compartmentalization.  This type of pruning will cause decay throughout branches and into 
trunk.  Recommend removal.   
 
#22 Poinciana tree, approx 21 1/4" diameter, located in rear yard center east adjacent wooden 
fence.  Tree condition is poor.  Two main and only major branches have developed decay in 
branches due to prior pruning practices of flush cutting and overlifting.  Recommend removal. 
 
#4 Seagrape tree, codominant stems 11 1/2" and 13" approx diameter is located in rear yard at 
northeast side of property adjacent to neighbor.  Tree is overlifted or Lions tailed with decay at 
bottom of trunk from past pruning.  Generally Seagrape trees have high propensity of wind throw 
or blow over; this tree being overlifted the odds are very high for failure.  Recommend removal.    
 
#10 Sandbox tree, located in rear yard, north center.  Tree appears to be very mature in age with 
estimated age over one hundred years.  Sandbox trees may have a life span of one hundred fifty 
years.  Tree canopy is thin, flushing lower branches and shedding large upper canopy 
branches.  All lateral and upper branches have sun scald causing bark splitting and decay on 
entire length of branch. This may be the result of the thin canopy and shedding branches.  I 
suspect that the hurricane seasons of 1998 (Georges-very dry hurricane including drought 
conditions of same year) 2004 and 2005 rendered the tree little energy to restore injury.  It is my 
professional opinion that this tree is in decline and should be removed. 
 
Trees to be Transplanted on Property (Permit Application # 7116): 

12 Christmas Palms with seedlings 
12 Thrinax radiata Palms with seedlings 

   2  Sabal Palms 
   4  Coccothrinax species, suspect alta 
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