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VITAE

Summary of Qualifications:
Sharon Wells has worked professionally as an historian and historic preservationist in 
Key West since 1976.  Artistic pursuits, including photography, painting, and publications 
under the State of Florida or Island City Heritage Press have continued from 1978 to the 
present day. 
________________________________________________________________________

Professional Experience:
1995 – Present
Historic Preservation Consulting Services
Key West Light Gallery, Owner
Co-Founder and Author, Key West Walking Guide APP
Photographer/Painter
Customized ART MONTAGES: Historic House Histories

S and W Arts, Inc.,  President
Historic preservation consulting firm and publishing company, offering architectural  
photography, art montages of house histories, historic preservation consulting, investment 
tax credit services, historical and legal research, and architectural walking tours. 

d/b/a This Island City Heritage Press (founded 1996) - published and distributed 100,000 
annual editions of Sharon Wells' Walking and Biking Guide to Historic Key West, which 
was founded, authored, and published in 1994.

d/b/a Key West Light Gallery (founded 2002) - an art gallery exhibiting primarily 
photographs and paintings by Sharon Wells.  Historic photographs from Key West 



historic photos are displayed at the gallery and available through 
keywesthistoricphotos.com. 

1982 - present:
Historic Preservation Consultant

• Successful completion of 35 Investment Tax Credit applications to the National 
Park Service.

1982 – 1992:
Co-Owner of Historic Preservation Tax Credit Planners  

1978 - 1995
Historic Preservationist, Historic Florida Keys Preservation Board, Florida Department of 
State, a Florida state agency.  

Responsibilities: 
• Provide professional services as historian and historic preservationist on a county-

wide basis for state agency since 1978.
• Seek and administer grant funds from state and federal agencies. 
• Design and implement projects, including public presentations, public relations 

and community coordination. 
• Author design review guidelines and provide expert witness testimony in legal 

matters related to historic preservation. 
• Provide historic preservation liaison efforts to municipal architectural review 

commission (HARC) as appointed commissioner to City of Key West for 8 years 
within the span of 1983-2003.

• Municipal government's preservation issues and efforts to local, county and state 
groups from l983-l990.

• Supervise volunteers for historic cemetery survey project. 
• Administer special  grant projects, including preparation of  project budgets and 

publications. 
• Preparation of National Register nominations and oversight of two National 

Register Historic Districts in Key West.
• Implement historic survey of 1847 cemetery in Key West.
• Supervise volunteers for historic cemetery survey project. 
• Inaugurate and coordinate local historic preservation awards program.
• Organize annual fundraiser at Truman Little White House for Historic Florida 

Keys Foundation.  

1978—1995
Grant Writer

• GRANT,  State of Florida.  Cemetery Self-Guided Tour.  Brochure for HFKF.  
1994.  Still in circulation. 



• GRANT,  State of Florida.  Architectural Design Guidelines publication, for City 
of Key West.  1989.

• GRANT,  State of Florida.  Preservation Survey  for Key West Historic l847 
Cemetery, l988.  For City of Key West.  Project Director.

• GRANT,  State of Florida.  Publication of "Portraits: Wooden Houses of Key 
West".  For Historic Key West Preservation Board.   Project Director.

• GRANT, State of Florida.  Preservation Planning Grant for Key West Womens' 
Club Project.  l987.  Project Director.

• GRANT, National Endowment for the Arts.  Stanley Papio:  Folk Sculptor.  A 
Documentation.  For Key West Art and Historical Society.   l983-84.  Project 
Director.

• GRANT, State of Florida.  Conservation Analysis of Papio Collection at East 
Martello. For Key West Art and Historical Society.  l985.  Project Director.

All successful grants written as employee of Historic Florida Keys Preservation Board. 

1974 – 1977
Historian, Florida Department of State, Bureau of Historic Preservation. 
Photographer and Historian for Historic Surveys of Orlando, Sarasota, Sanford and Key 
West, Florida. 

Responsibilities: 
• Survey and research historically and architecturally significant structures 

according to National Register criteria, photograph buildings for historic 
inventories.

• Assessment of historic sites, properties and materials in conjunction with 
archeological surveys along north Florida highways. 

• Compile histories of local communities, and preparation of historical 
documentation for the Division of Archives, History and Records Management.

Publications & Portraits
• Authored numerous reports, National Register nominations, and 2 books, 

Portraits: Wooden Houses of Key West (1979) and Forgotten Legacy: Blacks in 
19th Century Key West, (1982). 

• Sharon Wells' Walking & Biking Guide to Historic Key West.  Island City 
Heritage Press, Publisher. (Since l984, over 1,800,000 copies of this free 
publication  have been distributed, providing historical documentation and 
photographs  for over 350 historic sites in Key West.)

• Wooden Houses of Key West.  Key West: Historic Florida Keys Preservation 
Board, l979, reprinted l982 and 1991.  Project Director. (This book is recognized 
nationally as the first authoritative source on Key West architecture since its 



publication in l979, and contains large format black/white images. Author and co-
designer.)

• Forgotten Legacy:  Blacks in Nineteenth Century Key West.  Key West: Historic 
Florida Keys Preservation Board, l982 and 1991.  (This work is the sole in-depth 
study of Key West's black population.  It traces the roots, emigration patterns, and 
social and cultural patterns of this distinctive group of people during the 
nineteenth century through primary source research. Author and co-designer.)

• Author, Sloppy Joe's The First Fifty Years.   Key West Saloon: 1983.
• Author of numerous articles on architecture and historic preservation in Florida 

Keys.
• An Analysis of the Folk Culture of Pearl City, Florida.  l987.  Publication in 

Spanish River Papers, Feb., l988. (This paper was the culmination of a study of 
oral histories of early black residents in Pearl City, Florida, a historic area of 
Delray Beach.)

PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES

2011- present 
S and W Arts, Inc.  Art and historic consulting services

2007 – 1995
Sharon Wells Enterprises, Inc; an historic preservation consulting firm, and publisher of 
SHARON WELLS’  Walking and Biking Guide to  Historic Key West.

2000 - present:
Owner and operator, KW Light Gallery  in Key West. 

1998 – 2001
and 1984 – 1988
Acting Chairman, Vice-Chairman.  Historic Architectural Review Commission, (HARC),
City of Key West. 

1986 - 1988 
Principal author of revised Design Guidelines for City of Key West's Historic District.  
The  Guidelines were enacted in l985 and are in place.

Monroe County Tourist Development Council, appointed by City of Key West. Board  
member, 2000.   

1991-1992
Author, "Historic Overview of Key West," "History of Design Review in Key West,"  in 
Design Guidelines publication, City of Key West.  



1992 
Juror, National Trust for Historic Preservation, Student Architectural Design 
Competition, Washington, D.C. 
       
1992
Speaker, Key West Preservation Conference, Key West, Florida.

1980-1993 
Project initiator and coordinator,  Annual  Preservation Awards Program, Historic Florida 
Keys Preservation Board.  This program continues under the Historic Florida Keys 
Foundation. 

1988 
Juror, Florida Historic Trust for Historic Preservation, Awards Program.

1988 
Speaker, Florida Cemetery Conference, Tallahassee, Florida.

1983 - l986 
Board of Directors. Key West Art and Historical Society.  First Vice-President; Second 
Vice-President.  Chair, Papio Folk Sculpture Committee; Member, Search Committee for 
Director.
                  

EDUCATION
Graduate Studies.  College of Arts and Sciences, University of Florida.  l972-74. 
Afro-American  Studies, American History, Urban Planning.    

Bachelor of Arts, l970. Magna Cum Laude, College of Arts and Sciences, University of 
Florida.  Double Major:  History and Political Science; Minors: Art History, Russian 
Studies.

Personal
College: 
University of Florida, B.A. with High Honors, History and Political Science,, 1970.
 Graduate Studies, 1972-74  

Residency:  Resident, Professional Historian/Photographer, in Key West since 1976.  
Ongoing artistic endeavors and art gallery owner since 2000.






