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Staff Report 
Item 4 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Meeting Date:  November 25, 2014 
 
Applicant:   William Rowan, Architect 
 
Application Number: H14-01-1611 
 

Address:   #714 Elizabeth Street Rear 
   
Description of Work: Expansion of the front and roof of a non-contributing 

building and addition of a widow’s walk, new windows, 
deck, and pool. 

 
Building Facts: This property contains a non-contributing, one story 

frame structure that is located in the rear. The house, 
constructed in 1977, is not visible from a public right 
of way. 

 
Guidelines Cited in 
Review: Additions, Alterations and New Construction (pages 

36-38a), specifically guidelines for additions 1 
through 8 of page 37. 

  
 Entrances, Porches, and Doors (pages 32-33), 

specifically guideline 11. 
 
 Widow’s Walks and Roof Decks (page 28). 
 
 Parking Areas, Landscaping, and Open Space 

Environment (page 43), specifically guideline 4. 
 

 
Staff Analysis 

 
The Certificate of Appropriateness in review proposes the expansion of the front 
and roof of a non-contributing house. The plans propose to extend the front of 
the house five feet and get rid of the front porch. Instead the house will have two 
projecting wooden awnings over the two entryways to the house. The house, built 
in a more traditional style, currently has a three bay façade. The proposed plans 
will eliminate the façade to create one front door and a pair of French doors. 
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The roof will change from a low sloped-gable roof with a pitch of 4 over 12 to a 
steep gable with a pitch of 9 over 12. The house will increase in height from 14 
feet to approximately a height of 20 and a half feet. Two shed dormers will project 
from the roof to create in essence a one and a half story house. The applicant 
also proposes the construction of a new widow’s walk. This new roof deck will be 
8’x8’ and with a height of four feet. 
 
All of the “traditional” style windows will be replaced with more contemporary 
windows. New clerestory windows will be placed near the ridge of the new gable 
roof. The rear will have a new deck and pool. 
 
Situated a few feet in front of the house is a large, historic Spanish Lime tree 
located very close to the front of the house. After an inspection by an arborist and 
by Urban Forestry Manager Karen DeMaria, it was determined that the proposed 
construction should not harm the tree. Karen DeMaria emphasized that the tree 

needs to be trimmed before any demolition or construction begins to help protect 
the tree. This property received a variance for side and rear yard setbacks at the 
October Planning Board meeting. 
 
 

Consistency with Guidelines 
 

1. Additions and alterations may be reviewed more liberally on non-
contributing buildings, which lack architectural distinction. 

2. Widow’s walks are not typical for 1 or 1 ½ story primary structures 
3. Widow’s walk additions must be compatible in scale and design with 

the existing structure. 
4. Features such as trees that reflect the development of the property 

should be retained. HARC shall encourage the preservation of these 
large/old trees. 

  
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed additions and alterations will not have an 
adverse effect on the historic district, as the house is not publicly visible. The 
plans as submitted are consistent with the guidelines pertaining to alterations 
and additions, but the guidelines say that widow’s walks are not appropriate for 
a 1 or 1 ½ story structure. The widow’s walk is not very large and is compatible 
in scale with the proposed house. Additionally, the guidelines also say that 
additions and alterations may be reviewed more liberally on non-contributing 
buildings. 
 
Staff recommends to the Commission that if these plans are approved, they 
should be approved on the condition that Spanish Lime tree is trimmed prior to 
any building permits issued. The applicant can provide pictures of the trimmed 
tree to the Urban Forestry Manager. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application 

 
 

 

 

 

 







 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Photos 

 
 

 

 

 

 



View of property (in rear) from Elizabeth Street







A historic and healthy Spanish Lime tree is situated just in front of the house.





Right side of house.



Rear of house where the deck is to be built.



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Board Resolution 
 
 

 

 

 

 













 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Design 
 
 

 

 

 

 











 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Urban Forestry Memo 
 
 

 

 

 

 







 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Noticing 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing at 5:30 p.m., November 25, 2014 at 
Old City Hall, 510 Greene Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for:  
 
EXPANSION OF THE FRONT AND ROOF OF A NON-
CONTRIBUTING BUILDING AND ADDITION OF WIDOW’S 
WALK, POOL, AND DECK. 
 

FOR- #714 ELIZABETH STREET REAR 
Applicant – William Rowan, Architect                            Application # H14-01-1611         

 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during 
regular office hours at 3140 Flagler Avenue, call 809-3973 or visit our website at www.keywestcity.com. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

http://www.keywestcity.com/








 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Property Appraiser Information 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Key West (305) 292-3420
Marathon (305) 289-2550

Plantation Key (305) 852-7130

Alternate Key: 8497563 Parcel ID: 00018190-000200

Ownership Details
Mailing Address:
SCARSELLA CHRISTINE
C/O ART AT 830
830 CAROLINE ST
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Property Details

PC Code: 01 - SINGLE FAMILY

Millage Group: 10KW

Affordable
Housing:

No

Section-Township-
Range:

06-68-25

Property Location: 714 ELIZABETH ST REAR: KEY WEST

Legal Description: KW PT LOTS 4-5 OF TR 5 OR233-549/553 OR400-351/352 OR547-292D/C OR547-364 OR683-542D/C
OR757-1673/1674 OR998-2432/2433 OR1009-711/713-E OR1031-926/929 OR1288-1141 OR1322-773/775(LG)

Click Map Image to open interactive viewer

Property Search -- Monroe County Property Appraiser http://www.mcpafl.org/PropSearch.aspx
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Exemptions

Exemption Amount

44 - ADDL HOMESTEAD 25,000.00

39 - 25000 HOMESTEAD 25,000.00

Land Details

Land Use Code Frontage Depth Land Area

010D - RESIDENTIAL DRY 38 74 2,766.00 SF
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Building Summary

Number of Buildings: 1

Number of Commercial Buildings: 0

Total Living Area: 816

Year Built: 1977

Building 1 Details

Building Type R1 Condition A Quality Grade 450

Effective Age 19 Perimeter 116 Depreciation % 26

Year Built 1977 Special Arch 0 Grnd Floor Area 816

Functional Obs 0 Economic Obs 0

 

Inclusions: R1 includes 1 3-fixture bath and 1 kitchen.

Roof Type GABLE/HIP Roof Cover METAL Foundation CONC BLOCK

Heat 1 NONE Heat 2 NONE Bedrooms 2

Heat Src 1 NONE Heat Src 2 NONE

Extra Features:

2 Fix Bath 0 Vacuum 0

3 Fix Bath 0 Garbage Disposal 0

4 Fix Bath 0 Compactor 0

5 Fix Bath 0 Security 0

6 Fix Bath 0 Intercom 0

7 Fix Bath 0 Fireplaces 0

Extra Fix 0 Dishwasher 0

Sections:

Nbr Type Ext Wall
#

Stories
Year
Built

Attic A/C
Basement

%
Finished Basement

%
Area

1 FLA
12:ABOVE AVERAGE

WOOD
1 1988 N N 0.00 0.00 816
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2 OPF 1 1988 N N 0.00 0.00 404

3 OPF 1 1988 N N 0.00 0.00 132

4 OPU 1 1996 N N 0.00 0.00 420

Misc Improvement Details

Nbr Type # Units Length Width Year Built Roll Year Grade Life

1 FN2:FENCES 312 SF 52 6 1987 1988 2 30

2 FN2:FENCES 104 SF 13 8 1995 1996 2 30

Building Permits

Bldg Number Date Issued Date Completed Amount Description Notes

96-3550 08/01/1996 12/01/1996 1 WOOD DECK

Parcel Value History

Certified Roll Values.

View Taxes for this Parcel.

Roll
Year

Total Bldg
Value

Total Misc Improvement
Value

Total Land
Value

Total Just (Market)
Value

Total Assessed
Value

School Exempt
Value

School Taxable
Value

2014 86,858 583 352,628 440,069 206,718 25,000 181,718

2013 89,144 594 302,880 392,618 203,663 25,000 178,663

2012 93,715 608 240,317 334,640 200,259 25,000 175,259

2011 94,858 619 222,404 317,881 194,426 25,000 169,426

2010 99,430 630 280,721 380,781 191,553 25,000 166,553

2009 111,865 644 426,696 539,205 186,517 25,000 161,517

2008 102,878 655 484,050 587,583 186,331 25,000 161,331

2007 150,708 666 369,261 520,635 180,904 25,000 155,904

2006 330,751 681 262,770 594,202 176,492 25,000 151,492

2005 262,501 725 237,876 501,102 171,351 25,000 146,351

2004 215,600 779 207,450 423,829 166,360 25,000 141,360

2003 180,268 826 82,980 264,075 163,259 25,000 138,259

2002 186,415 870 75,763 263,048 159,433 25,000 134,433

2001 163,315 924 75,763 240,002 156,923 25,000 131,923

2000 181,713 1,119 46,835 229,667 152,353 25,000 127,353

1999 141,267 911 46,835 189,013 148,348 25,000 123,348

1998 117,234 796 46,835 164,865 146,012 25,000 121,012

1997 101,521 726 41,325 143,572 143,572 25,000 118,572

1996 66,613 376 41,325 108,314 108,314 0 108,314

1995 64,515 385 41,325 106,225 106,225 0 106,225

1994 57,696 358 41,325 99,379 99,379 0 99,379

1993 57,696 371 41,325 99,392 99,392 0 99,392
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This page has been visited 45,425 times.

Monroe County Monroe County Property Appraiser
Scott P. Russell, CFA

P.O. Box 1176 Key West, FL 33041-1176

1992 57,696 388 41,325 99,409 99,409 0 99,409

1991 57,696 401 41,325 99,423 99,423 0 99,423

1990 51,380 416 44,769 96,565 96,565 0 96,565

1989 46,709 394 44,080 91,183 91,183 0 91,183

1988 41,187 0 30,305 71,492 71,492 0 71,492

1987 22,581 0 17,219 39,800 39,800 0 39,800

1986 21,114 0 17,784 38,898 38,898 0 38,898

1985 20,459 0 10,670 31,129 31,129 0 31,129

1984 19,093 0 10,670 29,763 29,763 0 29,763

1983 19,093 0 10,670 29,763 29,763 0 29,763

1982 19,476 0 9,544 29,020 29,020 0 29,020

Parcel Sales History

NOTE: Sales do not generally show up in our computer system until about two to three months after the date of
sale. If a recent sale does not show up in this list, please allow more time for the sale record to be processed.
 Thank you for your patience and understanding.

Sale Date Official Records Book/Page Price Instrument Qualification

9/1/1994 1322 / 0773 127,000 WD Q

12/1/1993 1288 / 1141 115,500 WD Q

10/1/1987 1031 / 926 105,000 WD U

12/1/1986 998 / 2432 1 WD M

4/1/1978 757 / 1673 100 WD U
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