
                                     STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:    November 20, 2014     
 
RE:  816 Eaton Street 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager, City of Key West 
 
Tree Species:  Council/Lofty Fig tree (Ficus altissima)  

                                           



                          

 
 

Looking toward Lopez 
Lane at the tree. 
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Photo of Christmas Palms—2 trunks 
on one rootball.  The taller trunk is 
regulated (+10 ft tall), the smaller one 
is not (less than 10 ft tall). 

Orange string represents the 
location of the property 
line. 



 



 
 
On May 9, 2014, I met with Marilyn and Steve Dickstein (Lopez Lane, 
adjacent property owners) to look at the tree.  They were concerned that tree 
roots had been cut when the contractor dug holes and installed fence posts 
for a new fence along where the Dickson’s believed was their property line.  
After looking at the hole, I asked the contractor not to put cement into the 
one hole in between the ficus tree and the Christmas Palm rootball until 
ownership of the tree could be resolved.  Some secondary ficus roots had 
been cut and the location of this hole was very close to the primary root 
base.  Also, the Christmas palm rootball appears to straddle the disputed 
property line area.  This Christmas Palm rootball consist of two trunks, one 
trunk is less than 10 ft tall and one trunk is regulated.  
 

     
 



 
 
Photo from May 2013 showing tree growing on old fence at previous 
location (looking toward Lopez Lane). 
 



 
 
Diameter: 46” – 24” (not regulated as per Sec 110-254 and 110-322) = 22”  
Location:  60%  (property line/fence, does provide shading for neighbors)  
Species:  0% (on not protected tree list)  
Condition:  60%  (fair, canopy is impacted by large sapodilla tree to the 
west, no main truck)   
Total Average Value =  40%   
Value x Diameter =  8.8 replacement caliper  inches 
 
NOTES:  The rear property line was in dispute the first time this application 
was heard (July 2014 Tree Commission meeting).  That dispute has been 
resolved and ownership of the tree is on 816 Eaton Street. 
 
The tree was growing on and incorporating an old fence, which has been 
removed.  The Dickson’s (816 Eaton St) have been remodeling the property 
including installing a new fence along the disputed property line (City 
permit AK1006009 issued April 21, 2014).  The new fence has not been 
installed in the immediate area of the ficus tree and a christmas palm rootball 
due to the presence of the trees 

Photo from May 2013 
showing tree growing 
on old fence at previous 
location (standing on 
Lopez Lane property 
looking toward Eaton 
St property). 
 



 
In May 2013, a permit was issued for the removal of the ficus tree, and other 
trees on the property (#6390).  The permit application was processed 
through Just Keys Trees.  At that time, the ficus tree was listed as a strangler 
fig tree via default.  There was uncertainty as to the actual species but due to 
time constraints, a decision was made to call it a strangler fig.  At the time, 
the tree was growing on top and encapsulating an existing wooden fence.  A 
dispute regarding the property line was not known by the Tree Commission 
at that time.   
 
Permit #6390 expired on November 16, 2013.  The ficus tree was the only 
tree listed on that permit that had not been removed.   
 
Several letter objecting to the removal of the tree were submitted during the 
Jul 2014 Tree Commission review. 
 
 
 
 





Photos Submitted By Mrs. Dickstein, June 27, 2014 

 

816 Eaton St upper rear deck visible (photo taken from easement lane/driveway) 

 



 

Rear corner of 4 Lopez Lane showing shade that the tree provides (photo taken from the easement 
lane/driveway) 

 

Rear view of 4 Lopez Lane showing shade provided as approaching tree 



 

 

Tree Canopy at 4 Lopez Lane.  If this tree is taken down there won’t be privacy coverage as exists now. 

View of tree from 4 Lopez Lane showing  
rear of 816 Eaton Street.  This tree is an 
intregal, intricate part of  our Key West 
landscaping at our home. 



 

Shade provided to neighbor’s property at 6 Lopez Lane. 

 

Tree leaf from tree that 816 Eaton Street wants to remove. 
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Karen DeMaria <kdemaria@keywestcity.com>

Preservation of tree at 4 Lopez Lane

Hal D <hals1111@hotmail.com> Thu, Jul 3, 2014 at 12:37 PM
To: "ericdickstein@yahoo.com" <ericdickstein@yahoo.com>, "kdemaria@keywestcity.com"
<kdemaria@keywestcity.com>

To Ms. De Maria and the Members of the Tree Commission,  
 
I reside at 4 Lopez Lane and I am writing in hopes that you will determine that the tree in question will be allowed
to continue to live as it has been for many years. This tree is unique and contributes to the special unique
landscape that distinguishes Key West. Trees serve many purposes and to destroy it to put up a straight fence
does not seem justifiable. This tree provides shade to the house I live in and others. This shade reduces energy
needs, which is better for the environment. This tree also provides privacy and aesthetics. Being that the owners
of 816 Eaton Street have added a rooftop deck that overlooks into my and the surrounding neighbors yards, this
is significant to help reduce this invasiveness. Lastly, there is an unresolved property dispute. If this tree would be
destroyed before it is resolved, it cannot be brought back. Fences can be put up and taken down, as they have
had to be on the 816 Eaton property due to violations; however, trees cannot be put back once destroyed.
Regardless of the property dispute, the benefits of this tree and preserving nature seem to me to far outweigh any
reasoning for the installation of a straight fence or simply because the appearance doesn't please a homeowner.
It would be a sad day to come to end in an instant what has been living for decades. Thank you for your care and
consideration.
 
Sincerely,  
 
Halle Dickstein
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