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                                     STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:   December 23, 2014      
 
RE:  1400 Truman Avenue-Bayview Park, Vietnam Living Memorial 
         (permit application # 7206) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received for the removal and transplanting of trees for 
the creation of the Vietnam Memorial at Bayview Park.  The development of 
the project will result in the removal of (6) Royal Poinicana trees, (1) 
Yellow Poinciana tree, (2) Washingtonian Palms, (1) Coconut Palm, and 
(1) Date Palm and the transplanting of (3) Date Palms.  A site inspection 
was done on December 23, 2014.  Photos were also taken in February 2014. 
 
Photos of project area taken from Jose Marti Drive (left to right). 
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Royal Poinciana tree was dead 
and removed in March 2014 
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Tree #1.  Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia)                        
 

 
 
                       
Diameter:  12.7”  
Location:  60%  (roots of tree impacted by full moon high tides/salt water)  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  30%  (poor)   
Total Average Value =  63%   
Value x Diameter =  8 replacement caliper inches 
 
 



Tree #2.  Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia)                        

   
 

                        

Diameter:  11”  
Location:  70%   
Species:  100% (on protected 
tree list)  
Condition:  20% (very poor)  
Total Average Value =  63%  
Value x Diameter =   6.9 
replacement caliper inches 



Tree #3.  Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia) 

 
 

                         
 



Diameter:  11.7”  
Location:  80%    
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  50%  (fair to poor)   
Total Average Value = 76%   
 Value x Diameter =  8.8 replacement caliper inches 
 
Tree #4.  Canary Date Palm (Phoenix canariensis)                        

                          
 
 



Tree #5.  Yellow Poinciana (Peltophorum pterocarpum)      

  



 
 

 
 
Diameter:  12.7”  
Location:  80%   
Species:  50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition:  60%  (fair)   
Total Average Value = 63%   
Value x Diameter =  8 replacement caliper inches 



Tree #6.  Date Palm (Phoenix canariensis)                        

                         
 
 
 



Tree #7.  Date Palm (Phoenix canariensis)                        

                         
 
 
 



Tree #8. Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia)  TREE TO REMAIN 

                         
 
Tree #9.  Coconut Palm (Cocos nucifera)                        

                          



Tree #10. Washingtonian Palm (Washingtonia robusta) 

                         
 
Tree #11. Canary Date Palm (Phoenix canariensis)                      

                          
 



Tree #12. Washingtonian Palm (Washingtonia robusta)                       

                          
 
Tree #13. Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia)                     

      
 



                     
 
Diameter: 12.7”  
Location:  80%   
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 40%  (poor)   
Total Average Value =  73%   
Value x Diameter =  9.2 replacement caliper inches 



Tree #14. Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia)                        

 



 
                        
Diameter:  10.5”  
Location:  70%   
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 60%  (fair)   
Total Average Value =  76%   
 Value x Diameter =  7.9 replacement caliper  inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tree #15. Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia)                        

 



 
 

 



                        
 
Diameter:  18.8”  
Location:  60%  (roots of tree impacted by full moon high tides/salt water)  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  60%  (fair)   
Total Average Value =  73%   
 Value x Diameter =  13.7 replacement caliper inches 
 
NOTE:  The Royal Poinciana trees in this area are all stressed.  Tidal salt 
water from the Jose Marti pond area comes up through the drainage grates.  
Salt water has been observed at the base of Royal Poinciana trees #1 and 
#15.  Royal Poinciana trees do not like salt water in their roots for periods of 
time nor lots of direct salt spray.    
 
Plants in this area of Bayview Park should be salt tolerant due to excess 
amounts of direct salt spray and salt water intrusion into the root systems.  
 
 
 
 



TREE SYNOPSIS  
 

1. Trees Being removed-Replacements 
 
Dicot Trees:   
#1 =  8 caliper inches    #2 =  6.9 caliper inches 
#3 =  8.8 caliper inches    #5 =  8 caliper inches 
#13 =  9.2 caliper inches    #14 =  7.9 caliper inches 
#15 =  13.7 caliper inches  
Palm Trees:  #7, #9, #10, #12 
 
Total:  62.5 caliper inches and 4-native palms 
 
 

2. Trees to be Transplanted On Site:  #4, #6, and #11  
      (Canary Date Palms)   

 
3.  Trees to Remain:  #8 (Royal Poinciana) 

  
 
Approval of the landscape plan is a Final Landscape Plan approval with Tree 
Removal.  In consulting with the Interim Planning Director, the only other 
approval needed for this project is HARC and City Commission review and 
approval.  
 
The group that is responsible for building the Vietnam Living Memorial is 
an approved 501C.3 organization. 
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
P. O. BOX 2508 
CINCINNATI, OH 45201 

Employer Identification Number: 
46-3719106Date: AUG 062014 

DLN: 
17053181355024 

c/o KENNETH D WARDLOW Contact Person: 
CUSTOMER SERVICE ID# 31954 

VIETNAM LIVING MEMORIAL FUND INC 

3142 NORTHSIDE DR STE 201
 
KEY WEST, FL 33040-8012 Contact Telephone Number:
 

(877) 829-5500 
Accounting Period Ending: 

August 31 
Public Charity Status: 

509 (a) (2) 

Form 990 Required: 
Yes 

Effective Date of Exemption: 
September 16, 2013 

Contribution Deductibility: 
Yes 

Addendum Applies: 
No 

Dear Applicant: 

We are pleased to inform you that upon review of your application for tax 
exempt status we have determined that you are exempt from Federal income tax 
under.section SOl(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to you are 
deductible under section 170 of the Code. You are also qualified to receive 
tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts under section 2055, 2106 
or 2522 of the. Code. Because this letter could help resolve any questions 
regarding your exempt status, you should keep it in your permanent records. 

Organizations exempt under section SOl(c} (3) of the Code are further classified 
as either public charities or private foundations. We determined tha~ you are 
a public charity under the Code section(s) listed in the heading of this 
letter .. 

For important information about your responsibilities as a tax~exempt 

organization, go to www.irs.gov/charities. Enter "4221-PC" in the search bar 
to view Publication 4221-PC; Compliance Guide for 501 (c) (3) Public Charities, 
which describes your recordkeeping, reporting, and disclosure requirements. 

• 

Letter 947 
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VIETNAM LIVING MEMORIAL FUND INC 

We have sent a copy of this letter to your representative as indicated in your 
power of attorney. 

Sincerely, 

• 

Director, Exempt Organizations 

Letter 947 
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RESOLUTION NO.  ____________ 

 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

KEY WEST, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE PLACEMENT OF A 

BLUE STAR MEMORIAL MARKER IN BAYVIEW PARK, THROUGH 

THE EFFORTS OF THE KEY WEST GARDEN CLUB; PROVIDING 

FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE  

 

 

WHEREAS, the Key West Garden Club, in cooperation with the 

National Garden Club, placed a Blue Star Memorial marker along US 1, 

in Bayview Park in 1949, as a living tribute to the men and women of 

the Nation's Armed Forces; and 

WHEREAS,  Blue Star Markers are traditionally placed along 

highways, and the marker was moved to a more prominent location in the 

median of US 1, at the entrance to Key West, and later to a scenic, 

landscaped location along the side of the highway, with on-going 

maintenance performed by members of the Key West Garden Club; and 

WHEREAS,  the recent re-construction of US 1/Roosevelt Blvd. has 

rendered the location of the marker less visible, and members of the 

Garden Club have requested that the marker be installed again at 

Bayview Park, alongside US 1, in or near the area of the park now 

designated as a Veterans Memorial; and 

WHEREAS,  the City Commission finds that installation of the Blue 

Star Memorial, in a highly visible location at Bayview Park, is a 

suitable way to recognize the efforts and dedication of military 

veterans, those who continue to serve, and those who will serve in the 

future;   
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY 

OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA AS FOLLOWS:  

Section 1: That the placement of the Blue Star Memorial 

Marker is hereby authorized within Bayview Park, alongside US 1, 

provided that necessary review and approvals are obtained.  

Section 2:  That this Resolution shall go into effect immediately 

upon its passage and adoption and authentication by the signature of 

the Presiding Officer and the Clerk of the Commission.  

Passed and adopted by the City Commission at a meeting held this 

_______ day of ______________, 2015. 

Authenticated by the Presiding Officer and Clerk of the Commission 

on ___________day of ___________, 2015. 

Filed with the Clerk on _______________________, 2015. 

 

  Mayor Craig Cates   ________ 

  Vice Mayor Mark Rossi  ________ 

  Commissioner Teri Johnston  ________ 

  Commissioner Clayton Lopez ________ 

  Commissioner Billy Wardlow ________ 

  Commissioner Jimmy Weekley ________ 

  Commissioner Tony Yaniz   ________ 

 

 

 

     _________________________________ 

     CRAIG CATES, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

CHERYL SMITH, CITY CLERK 





Dear Commissioner Weekley: 
 
On behalf of The Key West Garden Club, we are asking your help in returning 
the Blue Star Memorial marker to its original position along Truman Ave. (US 1) 
in Bayview Park. 
 
In 1947 the Florida State Legislature designated US 1 as a Blue Star Memorial 
Highway to honor World War II veterans and in 1951 they expanded it to include 
all men and women, who had served, were serving or would serve in the United 
States armed forces. 
  
The Key West marker is historically significant because it is Florida’s first Blue 
Star Memorial sponsored by the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs.  Dedication 
of the marker took place on May 30, 1949 in Bayview Park and the Key West 
Garden Club has refurbished and maintained the marker ever since. 
  
Although initially placed in Bayview Park, the marker was moved 20 years ago to 
the entrance of Key West in the median on US 1.  For safety purposes it was 
later moved across the road near Cow Key Channel Bridge. Because of the 
many trees planted in this area the marker has become virtually invisible to 
passers-by. Not only is it difficult to see, it is very hard for Garden Club members 
to get to and maintain properly. 
  
The Garden Club believes that the appropriate place for the Blue Star Memorial 
is with the other War Memorials in Bayview and that a move back to its original 
location will provide important access for visitors to the City as well as our 
members. 
  
Is there additional documentation or information you need from the Key West 
Garden Club to bring this request forward? 
  
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
  
 
 
Rosi Ware                                          Robin Robinson 
Board Director                                   Board Chair 
KWGC                                               KWGC 
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