
 

 

 
 

 
Staff Report for Item 7a 

 

 

To:  Chairman Michael Miller and Historic Architectural 

Review Commission Members 

   

From:    Kelly Perkins, MHP 

    HARC Assistant Planner 

 

Meeting Date:  February 24, 2015 

 

Applicant: William Rowan Architecture, Architect 

 

Application Number: H15-01-0125 

 

Address:   #720 Elizabeth Street 

   

_________________________________________________ 

 

Description of Work: 

 

New one and a half story addition on contributing house. 

 

Site Facts: 

 

The house at 720 Elizabeth Street is currently a one-story, traditional frame vernacular 

house. The survey lists the structure as a contributing resource built c. 1948, but the house 

first appears on the 1912 Sanborn map with no change to its footprint through subsequent 

Sanborn maps. As of 1912, the property has always contained four residences, all one-story 

dwellings. 

 

The house has a hip roof, which is a very unusual roof configuration for one-story, historic 

houses in Key West. Normally those type of houses have a front or side gable roof.  

Currently there are a two, one-story additions in the rear. Neither appear on the 1962 

Sanborn map. An addition appears on a 1968 aerial photograph, and the house in its current 

state definitively appears on a 1972 aerial photograph, leaving staff to question whether 

the additions are 50 years old and historic. 

 

Guidelines Cited in Review: 

 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (pages 16-17), specifically 

Standards 2, 4, 9, and 10. 
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Additions, Alterations, and New Construction (page 36-38a), specifically guidelines 1, 3, 

4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. 

 

Roofing (pages 26), specifically guideline 4. 

     

Staff Analysis 

 

The Certificate of Appropriateness proposes a one-and-a-half story addition on the rear of 

a contributing house. Currently, the house is 19 feet, 6 inches tall. The proposed addition 

will be 23 feet, 6 inches tall. The current addition will be demolished for this new design, 

which will mostly situated in the current addition’s footprint, but will be one foot longer. 

 

The contributing house has a hip roof, and the new addition will have a side gable roof. 

The roof of the main contributing structure will be altered with a small gable roof 

protruding from the center of the hip roof to connect to the new addition. The new roofing 

will be V-crimp. 

 

The addition will have wood, 6/6 double hung windows on the sides and impact sliding 

glass doors on the rear. The rear of the addition will have two skylights, which will not be 

publicly visible. 

 

On the west elevation, the rear window on the main house will be closed off. This does not 

appear to be an original window opening, as the window is slightly smaller and the 

placement does not appear to be original to the house. 

 

The house will be painted a cream color with dark green shutters. 

 

Consistency with Guidelines 

 

1. The proposed addition will be taller than the principal building, which is a 

contributing resource. This will alter the height, mass, and scale of the 

contributing house and will be inappropriate. For over a hundred years, the 

property has only had one-story dwellings. 

 

2. The new design will alter the form and configuration of the roof of the 

contributing resource. The guidelines state that this is only appropriate if is a 

return to a “verifiable and appropriate historical form.” This is a new roof 

configuration is not a historical form. 

 

Staff believes the proposed addition will have adverse effect on the historic house, as the 

addition will be taller than the contributing structure. The submitted plans are 

inconsistent with the guidelines pertaining to roofing and additions, alterations, and new 

construction. 
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1912 Sanborn Map



1926 Sanborn Map



1948 Sanborn Map



1962 Sanborn Map



1968 Aerial Photograph



1972 Aerial Photograph



2011 Google Earth Image



 

 

P
R

O
JE

C
T

 P
H

O
T

O
S

 



Property Appraiser’s Photo, c. 1965. Monroe County Public Library.







East elevation.



Close-up of the two rear additions; east elevation.



West elevation.
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing at 5:30 p.m., February 24, 2015 at Old 

City Hall, 510 Greene Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for:  

 

NEW ONE AND HALF STORY ADDITION ON REAR OF 

CONTRIBUTING HOUSE. DEMOLITION OF REAR ADDITION ON 

CONTRIBUTING HOUSE. 
 

FOR- #720 ELIZABETH STREET 
 

Applicant – William Rowan Architecture     Application # H15-01-0125 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 

office hours at 3140 Flagler Avenue, call 809-3975 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov.  
 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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Key West (305) 292-3420
Marathon (305) 289-2550

Plantation Key (305) 852-7130

Alternate Key: 9094138 Parcel ID: 00018201-000100

Ownership Details
Mailing Address:
HILL WARREN H AND PAMELA A
121 ROCKY RD
BANNER ELK, NC 28604-7781

Property Details

PC Code: 04 - CONDOMINIUM

Millage Group: 10KW

Affordable Housing: No

Section-Township-Range: 06-68-25

Property Location: 720 ELIZABETH ST UNIT: 1 KEY WEST

Legal Description: UNIT 1 720 ELIZABETH CONDOMINIUM OR2670-253/54

Click Map Image to open interactive viewer

 

Condominium Details

Condo Name: 720 ELIZABETH CONDOMINIUM

Footage: 1118 Year Built: 1903

Parcel Value History

Certified Roll Values.

View Taxes for this Parcel.

Roll
Year

Total Bldg
Value

Total Misc Improvement
Value

Total Land
Value

Total Just (Market)
Value

Total Assessed
Value

School Exempt
Value

School Taxable
Value

2014 548,044 0 0 548,044 488,230 0 548,044

2013 576,169 0 0 576,169 443,846 0 576,169

2012 576,169 0 0 576,169 403,497 0 576,169

2011 366,816 0 0 366,816 366,816 0 366,816

2010 465,229 0 0 465,229 465,229 0 465,229

Property Search -- Monroe County Property Appraiser http://www.mcpafl.org/PropSearch.aspx
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This page has been visited 496,671 times.

Monroe County Monroe County Property Appraiser
Scott P. Russell, CFA

P.O. Box 1176 Key West, FL 33041-1176

2009 166,187 0 0 166,187 166,187 0 166,187

Parcel Sales History

NOTE: Sales do not generally show up in our computer system until about two to three months after the date of
sale. If a recent sale does not show up in this list, please allow more time for the sale record to be processed.
 Thank you for your patience and understanding.

Sale Date Official Records Book/Page Price Instrument Qualification

2/4/2014 2670 / 253 600,000 WD 02

Property Search -- Monroe County Property Appraiser http://www.mcpafl.org/PropSearch.aspx
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