
                                     STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE:  February 26, 2015      
 
RE: 618 Free School Alley (permit application #7293) 

 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received for the removal of (1) Gumbo Limbo tree and 

(3) Unidentified, non-native fruiting trees.  A site inspection was done on 
February 23, 2015 and documented the following: 
 

1.  Tree Species: Gumbo Limbo (Bursea simarouba) 
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Diameter: 30.5” ”  
Location:  80%    
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 30%    
Total Average Value = 70%   
Value x Diameter =  21.4 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.  Tree Species: Unidentified, Non-Native Fruiting Tree 
         

 



               
                          
Diameter: 13 ”  
Location:  80%    
Species:  50% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50%    
Total Average Value = 60%   
Value x Diameter =  7.8 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
 



3. Tree Species: Unidentified, Non-Native Fruiting Tree 

 
                        
Diameter: 4.4 ”  
Location:  80%    
Species:  50% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50%    
Total Average Value = 60%   
Value x Diameter =  2.6 replacement caliper inches 



4.  Tree Species: Unidentified, Non-Native Fruiting Tree   

                        
                          
Diameter: 10.8 ”  
Location:  80%    
Species:  50% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50%    
Total Average Value = 60%   
Value x Diameter =  6.4 replacement caliper inches 



Close up photos of the leaves of trees 2, 3, and 4. 
 

 
 

 
 



Regarding removal of the Gumbo Limbo tree-the alternative of heavy 
maintenance trimming to remove the portion of the trunk that is decayed, 
would create a lopsided tree with the weight toward the direction of the patio 
and house.  The tree already is having some weight issues as indicated by the 
larger surface roots on the one side of the tree (opposite of the house) near 
the solution hole.    
 
Recommendations:  Recommend approval of the removal of (1) Gumbo 

Limbo tree and (3) Unidentified, Non-Native Fruiting tress located at 

618 Free School Alley, to be replaced with 38.2  caliper inches of FL#1 

native dicot or fruit trees. 
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