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                                     STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  May 1, 2015       

 
RE: 330 Julia Street 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
A complaint was received regarding the removal of vegetation, including a 
Royal Poinciana tree at 330 Julia Street. An inspection revealed that the 
property had been cleaned up and a pile of vegetative debris was piled on 
Julia Street.  A closer review of the pile indicated most of the vegetation 

was not regulated palms and ornamental plants. There was no evidence of 
a Royal Poinciana tree being cut down. Of note in the pile were numerous 
branch/trunk sections of strangler fig.  A walk around the property with the 
property owner indicated that a strangler fig was removed from the base of 
the building growing in the area of a decayed gumbo limbo stump.  Due to 
the size of the Strangler fig, it would have been regulated and its removal 
would have required a permit.           
 
Tree Species: Strangler Fig (Ficus aurea) 
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Total Diameter: 8.7” (multi-trunked, measurements taken at cut base of 

remaining stumps)  
 
If tree removal had gone through proper permitting procedures: 
Location: 20% (major foundation issues to historic building, canopy 
impacting utility lines and line of site issues)   
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 80% (actual condition unknown, tree appears to be healthy)    
Total Average Value = 66%   
Value x Diameter =  5.7 replacement caliper inches 
 
 

Recommend processing of an after-the-fact permit with required 
replacement inches to be planted on site. 
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