
 
 

 
 

 
Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Staff Report for Item 8 

 

 

To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review 
Commission Members 

   

From:    Enid Torregrosa, MSHP 
    Historic Preservation Planner 

 

Meeting Date:  August 25, 2015 
 
Applicant: City of Key West/ Bermello, Ajamil & Partners, Architects 
 
Application Number: H15-01-1201 
 
Address:   Truman Waterfront Park-West end of Southard Street 
   

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work: 

 

Modifications to Major Development Plan- New bathroom facilities and general park 
signage. 
 

Site Facts: 

Truman Waterfront is a site of approximately 32 acres located on the west side of the 
historic district. The land was transferred from the Navy to the City of Key West. A 
Memorandum of Agreement signed by the parts includes, among others, land use 
limitations, setbacks, State Park access as well as specific requirements for Navy vehicular 
accesses through the land. The HARC Commission approved the proposed Major 
Development Plan in February 24, 2014. The city is projecting phase one to start 
construction at the end of this year, beginning of next. On the first phase, roads and civil 
work will take place as well as the fountain, which requires bathrooms facilities.  

 

 

Guidelines Cited in Review: 

 

 Additions, alterations and new construction (pages 36-38a), specifically guidelines 
for new construction. 

 Signage guidelines- our actual guidelines just address commercial signage.  
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Staff Analysis 

 
The certificate of appropriateness in review proposes a one-story circle in footprint 
freestanding structure. The building has a flat roof and its structural elements are expressed 
in the facade. The building will raise 13’-4” from ground and will have a radius of 34’-4 
5/8”. The structure will be located between the proposed playground and interactive 
fountain. The structure will be made of concrete with smooth stucco finish. The structural 
elements of the building, roof, and tapered columns will be painted white while the walls 
will be painted light blue. The entrance to the building will have a flat overhang painted 
silver color and over it, 10” tall metal letters will be installed with copy Restrooms. In a 
future, the walls can serve as a canvas for art in public places. 
 
The application also includes the review of proposed park signage including entrance 
signage, way finding, transit and rules/ ordinances signage. In general, signs are supported 
with aluminum posts that will have a red band, 2” wide- on the entry sign 2.5” wide, at two 
inches from the top portion of each post. Signs will be made of aluminum panel with the 
background painted navy blue, letter to be white in color. Each sign will contain the 
Waterfront Truman Park logo. Thirty signs are proposed in the entire park, including the 
entry sign. 
 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines 

 

After the review of the plans, it is staff’s opinion that the proposed building conforms the 
guidelines pertaining new construction, specifically mass, scale, proportions and 
compatibility. The only existing building within proximity is building 103, which is a 
massive reinforced concrete structure of approximately 210 feet wide by 24 feet tall. The 
structure is contemporary in design, something that the guidelines promote. Other historic 
bathroom facilities in our city were design as sculptural elements with round footprint 
plans, one located at Higgs beach and the other on Smathers beach.  
 
For the proposed signs it is staff’s opinion that all proposed signs shall be reviewed as 
addition elements to the park and the scale, design and materials proposed for all of them, 
including the entrance monument sign, are appropriate for the proposed park. The design 
of the signs evoke the character of the historic naval site 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A
PPLIC

A
TIO

N
 









 

 

PR
O

JEC
T PH

O
TO

S
 









 

 

PR
O

PO
SED

 D
ESIG

N
 



Architecture    Engineering    Planning
Interior Design    Landscape Architecture

2601 South Bayshore Drive
Suite 1000

Miami, Florida 33133
(305) 859-2050

Fax (305) 860-3700

PREPARED FOR/OWNER:
CITY OF KEY WEST, FL

P. O. BOX 1409

3140 FLAGLER AVENUE

KEY WEST, FL 33041

T R U M A N  W A T E R F R O N T  P A R K

West of Fort Street and theTruman Annex Development,

North of Key West Naval Base

The City of Key West
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing at 5:30 p.m., August 25, 2015 at Old 

City Hall, 510 Greene Street, Key West, Florida.  The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for:  
 
MODIFICATION TO MAJOR DEVELOPMENT PLAN- NEW BATHROOMS 

FACILITIES AND GENERAL PARK SIGNAGE    FOR- WEST END OF 

SOUTHARD STREET  TRUMAN WATERFRONT PARK 
Applicant-City of Key West/ Bermello Ajamil   Application # H15-01-1201 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during 

regular office hours at 3140 Flagler Avenue, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at wwwc.cityofkeywest-

fl.gov 
ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA). Please call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 
305-809-3731 at least five business days in advance for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or 
materials in accessible format. 

 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
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