
 
 

 
 

 
Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Staff Report for Item 8 

 

 

To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review 
Commission Members 

   

From:    Enid Torregrosa, MSHP 
    Historic Preservation Planner 

 

Meeting Date:  January 26, 2016 
 
Applicant: William Shepler/Trepanier and Associates 
 
Application Number: H15-01-1835 
 
Address:   #12 Duval Street 
   

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work: 

 

New cart with signage. 
 

Site Facts: 

 
The application in review is for a new cart to be located on the corner space of the lot, 
facing Duval and Front streets. Staff met with the owner of the booth on April 2015 since 
he wanted to improve the existing booth. The owner provided a statement of the history of 
the booth, which states that originally it had a boat shape. The document also stated that 
the booth was originally on a site at the Conch Republic Restaurant (631 Greene Street).  
 
Staff requested archived files for that address and did not found any approvals for a booth, 
cart, or kiosk or any signs for it. Staff also requested archived files for #12 Duval Street. 
From over 700 documents, staff did not found any Certificate of Appropriateness issued 
for a cart, booth, kiosk, or signs for such on that address. Documents that were reviewed 
included ones back to 1968 and 1969 issued by Old Island Restoration Commission for the 
building itself (fence and roof). Staff found photos of the building and the earliest time the 
boat cart can be located on the site is from a 2003 photocopy. A photo from 4-1-87, a bad 
Polaroid copy, shows the corner of the building with no cart.  
 
The actual booth structure that stands on the corner does not resemble the boat shaped cart. 
The owner of the cart was not able to provide a copy of an approved Certificate of 
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Appropriateness. The Planning Department had made a determination that they have no 
jurisdiction on this specific application since it involves a cart and not a structure. The cart 
has an occupational license issued by the City Licensing Division. 
 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 

 

 ATM’s, Displays, Carts, Information Booths, Kiosks and Vending Machines 
(pages 47-48), specifically first three paragraphs of page 47 and guidelines 4, 5, 6, 
9 and 10. 

 Signage (pages 49-51), specifically guidelines 6 and 24 (d). 
 

Staff Analysis 

 
The Certificate of Appropriateness in review is for the “reconstruction” of an existing cart 
and its signage. The actual ticket/ information booth does not have a roof and has never 
been reviewed or approved for a Certificate of Appropriateness. As per the day of this 
report, Google earth photos depict the boat cart on a March 2008 photo taken from Front 
Street and when approaching Duval Street the elevation shows the actual booth. Between 
March 2008 and May 2015, the boat cart disappeared and the actual booth took its place. 
 
The proposed cart will be rectangular in footprint. It has a hip roof covered with metal v-
crimp. The eaves extend and cover 40 square feet. The cart will have casters, which will 
be cover with a fascia, and will be made of wood. The application also include two signs, 
one for the front wall of the cart and a second is proposed to be installed and be supported 
from the roof and will extend over the roofline. The signs will be made of rigid composite 
material. 

Consistency with Guidelines 

 
Staff understands the will of the owner of the business to make a more visually appealing 
cart and keeping it with the flavor of traditional frame architecture. The guidelines for 
booth, carts, and kiosks are very clear as to the requirement of 5’ setback from front 
property lines. The proposed cart has cero setback. Although the zoning district where the 
cart is proposed is HRCC-1, which allows zero setbacks on front and street side, as per the 
Planning Department the cart is not considered a structure, and therefore these zoning 
regulations do not apply in this case. The plan also includes a roof sign, which is prohibited 
by Guidelines and Ordinance.  
 
Although the efforts and intent of the owner of the business are admirable, staff finds that 
the proposed cart fails many of the cited guidelines; the proposed location is notpermitted, 
there is no minimum 5’ required setback, and a roof sign is proposed. Staff has not found 
any evidence of a Certificate of Appropriateness issued for the previous boat cart, which 
no longer exists, nor for the actual structure used as a booth, nor for any signage associated 
with any booth, cart, or kiosk, under the address of #12 Duval Street, in order to establish 
a legal-non-conforming structure or use. 
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1962 Sanborn map 
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#12 Duval Street circa 1980 Monroe County Library 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing  at 5:30 p.m., January 26, 2016 at Old 
City Hall, 510 Greene Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 

 

NEW CART WITH SIGNAGE 
 

FOR- #12 DUVAL STREET 
 

Applicant – Trepanier and Associates/ William Shepler 
Application #H15-01-1835 

 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 3140 Flagler Avenue, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
Please call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3731 at least five business days 
in advance for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/







