
 
 

 
 

 
Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Staff Report for Item 12a 
 

 
To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review 

Commission Members 
   
From:    Enid Torregrosa, MSHP 
    Historic Preservation Planner 

 
Meeting Date:  January 26, 2016 
 
Applicant: Michael B. Ingram, Architect 
 
Application Number: H16-03-0001 
 
Address:   #820 Olivia Street 
   

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work: 
 

New addition to rear of contributing house and site improvements. 
 

Site Facts: 
The building under review, build in 1943, is a contributing resource to the historic district. 
The one story frame vernacular house is located on a large “L” shape lot. The historic house 
main façade faces Olivia Street and its rear elevation faces Johnson’s Lane. The back 
portion of the house is a non-historic frame addition. The actual doors and windows are 
not original to the building. A non-historic metal shed located on the back of the site 
collapsed while it was emptied. A plastic shed, also on the back of the lot still stands. This 
project received Planning Board approval for impervious surface, building coverage and 
open space. 

 
Guidelines Cited on Review: 

 
 Secretary of the Interior’s Standards (pages 16- 23), specifically Standards 1, 9 and 

10. 
 Windows (pages 29-30), specifically guidelines 3. 
 Entrances and porches (pages 32-33), specifically guidelines 3. 
 Additions, alterations and new construction (pages 36-38a), specifically guidelines 

1, and 3 through 8 of page 37. Guidelines for new construction. 
 Decks, pools (pages 39-40), specifically guidelines 3 and 4. 
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Staff Analysis 

 
The Certificate of Appropriateness in review is for the renovation of an existing historic 
The house sits on the front portion of a deep “L” shape lot which the design proposes to 
develop for a one-story rear attached addition. The plan includes the rehabilitation of the 
main house, including new one over one wood windows, wood shutters, wood front door, 
repairs, and in-kind replacement to deteriorated novelty wood siding.  
 
The design also includes the re-construction of a non-historic rear addition and attached to 
its back, a new one-story frame addition. The new addition will have a small connector that 
will serve as a transitional piece between the additions. Towards the south side of the lot, 
the design includes a carport and towards the south-west side, a swimming pool with a 
deck is depicted on the site plan. 
 
The new rear addition is rectangular in footprint and has a side gable roof. A small structure 
will connect the addition with the proposed carport. The carport will have a side gable roof 
with hardi board and batten siding at both gable ends. The new additions will have v-crimp 
as its roofing material, hardi-board siding, northwest façade, and aluminum impact 
resistant windows and doors. The plan also includes a new 6’ tall picket fence on the rear 
of the property with a 4’ tall picket slide gate in front of the carport. 
 

 
Consistency with Guidelines 
 

The proposed renovations of the historic house are consistent with all cited guidelines. The 
removal of non-original glass jalousie windows and their replacement with wood windows 
is an appropriate design solution. Staff also finds the new attached rear addition 
reconstruction to be harmonious to the historic house. 
 
The proposed rear attached addition design is sensible to both, the historic house and site, 
as well as to the surrounding urban context. The addition proposes minimal alteration to 
the historic house. Character defining elements of the house will not be destroyed or 
compromised. Although the new addition is taller than the main house its location and 
orientation makes it a sensible one and a harmonious addition to the surrounding urban 
context. The new addition design is based on traditional forms and textures found within 
the historic district, the plan layout and the façade treatments are contemporary in nature. 
The proposed rear addition does not mimic any specific building nor it outsizes any 
structure within the surrounding area. In conclusion, the proposed design complies with all 
cited guidelines and Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 
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#820 Olivia Street Sanborn Map 1948 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

#820 Olivia Street Sanborn Map 1962 
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#820 Olivia Street circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing  at 5:30 p.m., January 26, 2016 at Old 
City Hall, 510 Greene Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 

 

NEW ADDITION TO REAR OF CONTRIBUTING HOUSE 
AND SITE IMPROVEMENTS. DEMOLITION OF NON-
HISTORIC ADDITION AND SHED. 

 

FOR- #820 OLIVIA STREET 
 

Applicant – Michael Ingram, Architect                          Application #H16-01-0001 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 3140 Flagler Avenue, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
Please call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3731 at least five business days 
in advance for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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