
 

 

 
 

 
Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Staff Report for Item 7 

 

 

To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review 

Commission Members 

   

From:    Enid Torregrosa, MSHP 

    Historic Preservation Planner 

 

Meeting Date:  April 26, 2016 

 

Applicant: Wayne Garcia 

 

Application Number: H16-01-0002 

 

Address:   #1109 Virginia Street 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Description of Work: 

Demolition of rear structure. 

 

Site Facts: 

 
The main house on the site is a contributing resource to the historic district. The 
one-story frame structure was built in 1928. At the rear of the house, there is a 
small pool and wood decking. The structure in question for demolition is a wood 
frame structure covered with a tarp for planting orchids. 
 

Ordinance Cited on Review: 

 

 Section 102-217 (2), demolition for non-contributing or non-historic 
structures of the Land Development Regulations. 

 

Staff Analysis 

The plan under review proposes the demolition of a frame structure used for hanging 

orchids. The frame structure was built with no permits or HARC approval. The structure 

is covered with a brown tarp.  

 

Consistency with Cited Ordinance 

 

Section 102-218 (b) requires the following criteria when reviewing demolitions: The 

historic architectural review commission shall not issue permits that would result in:  
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(1) Removing buildings or structures that are important in defining the 

overall historic character of a district or neighborhood so that the 

character is diminished;  

 

 It is staff’s opinion that the removal of the non-permitted rear structure 

will not jeopardize the historic character of the neighborhood. 

 

(2) Removing historic buildings or structures and thus destroying the 

historic relationship between buildings or structures and open space;  

 

 The proposed structure to be demolished is not historic. 

 

(3) Removing an historic building or structure in a complex; or removing a 

building facade; or removing a significant later addition that is 

important in defining the historic character of a site or the surrounding 

district or neighborhood.  

  

 The proposed structure to be demolished is not historic. 

 

(4) Removing buildings or structures that would otherwise qualify as 

contributing, as set forth in section 102-62(3).  

 

 It is staff’s opinion that the existing structure cannot qualify to be a 

contributing resource to the historic district in a near future. 

 

It is staff’s opinion that the proposed demolition shall be granted. The structure in question 

was never approved by the Commission, and it is not in keeping with the surrounding 

historic structures. If the request is approved this review will be the only public meeting 

required for this action. 
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#1109 Virginia Street Sanborn map 1948 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

#1109 Virginia Street Sanborn map 1962 
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Pictures with descriptions for Enid 
 
Perhaps the most important things insofar as HARC is concerned, is: 
 

- That it will be nearly impossible for anyone to see the structure from the 
street, due to how far it sits back, the existing vegetation on both sides of the 
property, and the existing fences between the properties. 

 
- The structure will look exactly like the house, i.e. siding, trim, roofing, etc. 

 
Street view.  Note: Only place structure will be seen is possibly through this screen 
doorway (now no longer rusty)  Gumbo limbo, while needing to be trimmed, also 
obstructs view somewhat.  Not visible at all from Simon’s house (Right side) due to 
existing fencing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From this angle, you can see the fence between Simon’s house (Varela Street) and 1109 
Virginia which precludes seeing the structure from the right side of 1109.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This is just another street view and the fence between the houses can be seen better as 
well. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This is the same picture as above. The existing rear vegetation (trees) as well as the 
Gumbo Limbo also make it such that a view of the new structure is obstructed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This is pretty much the only way the new structure could be seen from the road., i.e. 
down this entrance way. I’ve put an arrow here to indicate where the corner of the 
structure could be seen. 
It would be behind the table umbrella in the picture. The yard is DEEP! 
 

 



 
Enid, this is the best “overall” view of the existing lattice I have.  That brown tarp-like 
stuff a tenant put up to not have to view what’s behind it. The top of the lattice isn’t that 
attractive to look at. It was used, I understand, a long time ago to raise/grow orchids.   
There is no roof on the lattice. It is only held together on top by the right and rear 2x4s 
and 3 other 2x4’s running front to back. It’s not a very strong structure, but while 
Annalise shows it being removed. I am leaning towards keeping it, because if the 3 top  
2x4s were replaced, it could be a nice structure on which to encourage attractive plant 
growth. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This is almost the same picture as above.  Due to the angle of the picture, the red I have 
put in doesn’t show (as it would from a top view) the footprint of the cabana/pool house, 
but I put the red there to show where it will be.  It will lie just forward of the lattice 
structure, and just at the end of the pool deck. Actually, it will encroach a little onto the 
pool deck. Best I can tell at this point from the drawings, is that the pool deck at that 
point will be shortened by about 1 foot.   The rear of the new structure and the sides 
(from end of roof overhang (not actual sides) will be within the required setbacks,  so no 
variances are needed.  Just FYI, while this picture was taken this November, so really 
recent, this shows old deck boards that were on the deck, many of which were ruined and 
had to be replaced when the avocado was taken down, fell upon and broke them. Good 
thing however, as the tree was SO full of termites, it was about to fall on the house or a 
neighbors house! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This picture was taken about 2 years ago, but it has not changed since. It gives a really 
good sense of the lattice structure.  You can see on the bottom it is also held together by 
2x6’s attached to each post.  The new structure will be just forward of this and go to a 
few feet forward of the Alexander palm you see on the extreme left side of this picture.  
While I have a permit to take down those palms. They are really nice and I’m going to 
transplant them to the left and right side of the property, both because that would look 
very nice, but also it provides further blind of the new structure.   
 
Also, Annalise in the drawings shows deck all the way to the rear. I may not do that if I 
keep the lattice, rather, making it a yard and a step down. At the moment I’m staying with 
Annalise’s plans, but may ask building department later what it would take (application 
or other) to not build the rear deck portion.  Anyway, this shows you the best view of 
what the lattice structure looks like.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
This is a picture that shows what you would see if you were sitting in the new structure 
looking toward the back of the house and Virginia street.  It is taken right from where the 
new structure would start.  You can see how the vegetation on the left side between 
Simon’s house and mine, and the fence, totally preclude anyone from seeing the new 
structure from the street. And also you can easily imagine how for the same reasons and 
the visibility from the street on the right side of this picture is also really restricted. 
 
Also, it is a VERY deep back yard, and that helps too.  The yard/lot runs 3 houses down 
Varela street. It’s wonderfully, that deep. 
 

 



Adjacent Structures and building heights: 

 

 

 

 

Front of 
Lot  

House 18 
feet tall 



 

 

Virginia Street  

 

Exiting 
House on 

lot of 
proposed 

pool 
house  

1-1/2 
story 

looking 
down on 
proposed 

pool 
house 

20 feet 
tall  



 

Virginia Street - The rear of this house looks down on  
proposed structure.   

 

Two Story 
looking 

down on 
Proposed 

Pool -
House 

26 
feet  

tall 
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24 feet  
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing  at 5:30 p.m., March 22, 2016 at Old 
City Hall, 510 Greene Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 

 

NEW POOL HOUSE AND RELOCATE POOL EQUPMENT. 
DEMOLITION OF REAR ACCESSORY STRUCTURE. 

 

FOR- #1109 VIRGINIA STREET 
 

Applicant – Wayne Garcia Application #H16-01-0002 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 3140 Flagler Avenue, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
Please call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3731 at least five business days 
in advance for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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