
 
 

 
 

 
Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Staff Report for Item 10 
 

 
To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review 

Commission Members 
   
From:    Enid Torregrosa, MSHP 
    Historic Preservation Planner 

 
Meeting Date:  April 26, 2016 
 
Applicant: Gary Burchfield- Gary the Carpenter 
 
Application Number: H16-01-0253 
 
Address:   #217 Duval Street 
   

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work: 
 

One neon wall signs and one wood hanging sign with copy “Gas Monkey Bar Grill”. 
 

Site Facts: 
 

The main house on the site is a contributing resource to the historic district. The 
two-story frame vernacular house was built circa 1889. The house has been 
readapted in use as a restaurant. The 1970 Polk City Directory includes the house 
on its listing as a gift shop on the first floor and residence on the second floor. In 
2005, previous staff approved signs and the existing color scheme for a burger 
restaurant. In 2014, the Commission approved a hanging sign on an existing pole 
with exposed neon tubes and a wall sign on the front gable with exposed neon 
tubes. At the date of this report, previous approved signs have been removed, only 
a banner over the second floor’s front railings advertises the site. The banner has 
not received any approvals from staff. 
 
 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 
 

 Secretary of the Interior’s Standards (pages 16-23), specifically standards 1, 5, and 
9. 

 Commercial Storefront and Signage (page 46), specifically guideline 3. 
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 Guidelines for signage (pages 49-50), guidelines 1, 2, 3, 5, 18, and 19. 

 
Staff Analysis 

 
The Certificate of Appropriateness is for the installation of a wall sign that will 
have exposed neon tube and for a wood hanging sign. The wall sign will be made 
over an aluminum box with surfaces digitally printed over vinyl material. The 
letters “Gas Monkey” will have exposed green neon tubes outlines. The total of 
square footage of neon on the sign will be 1.84. Letters will be less than 12” tall 
and the sign will be installed on the lower portion of the front gable end. 
 
A second proposed sign is a double face hanging sign on a pole. The hanging sign 
will be 5 square feet and will be made of wood. The copy of the hanging sign will 
be “Gas Monkey Bar N Grill”. Letters will be less than 12 inches tall. 
 
There is no evidence that the existing building had a historic neon sign. A circa 
1965 photo shows a hanging sign in the site surrounded by vegetation. In 2014, 
the Commission approved a neon sign that was installed on the front gable end. 
 
 
 
 

Consistency with Guidelines 
 

1. The guidelines are clear regarding neon signs, which may be 
appropriate on commercial buildings built after 1920. The building in 
question was originally designed and used as a house and was built in 
1889. 

2. A front gable end on a two-story historic building is not an appropriate 
location for any type of sign. Historically and traditionally, gable ends 
are architectural elements used to install openings for ventilation. The 
wall sign will obscure portion of the front gable end. 

 
 

It is staff’s opinion that the proposed hanging sign is consistent with the 
guidelines. It is staff’s opinion that the wall sign is not an appropriate design for 
a late 1800’s house. The proposed location is not at a pedestrian level and it will 
obscure portions of an important architectural feature of the historic building. A 
sign on the first floor front façade or an awning sign will be more appropriate 
solutions to a sign on a building that was not designed for commercial use.  
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#217 Duval Street Sanborn map 1892 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
#217 Duval Street Sanborn map 1926 

 

 

 



 
#217 Duval Street Sanborn map 1948 
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Photo taken by Property Appraiser's office ca.1965; 217 Duval St.; built 1889. Monroe County Library 



 

The building at 217 Duval Street in July 2011. Monroe County Library 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing  at 5:30 p.m., April 26, 2016 at Old 
City Hall, 510 Greene Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 

 

ONE NEON WALL SIGN AND ONE WOOD 
HANGING SIGN WITH COPY  
“ GAS MONKEY BAR GRILL” 

 

FOR- #217 DUVAL STREET 
 

Applicant – Gary Burchfield Application #H16-01-0253 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 3140 Flagler Avenue, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

Please call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3731 at least five business days 
in advance for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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