
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  June 25, 2015 and April 19, 2016      
 
RE: 1212 Olivia Street (permit application # T15-7478) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received for the removal of (2) Spanish Lime trees.  A 
site inspection was done on June 25, 2015 and documented the following: 
 

 Tree Species: Spanish Lime (Melicoccus foetida)             
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Diameter: 42.3”  
Location:  30% (large trees in small area-very close to roof and impacting 
fence/wall)    
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (three trunks, all co-dominant with included bark, decay 
observed in trunks and canopy, old cuts in canopy)  
Total Average Value = 60%   
Value x Diameter = 25 replacement caliper inches 
 



Tree #2: 
 

     



 
 

 



                 
                                    

 



 



 
 
Diameter: 20.7”  
Location: 40% (large tree in small area)    
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 60% (fair)  
Total Average Value = 66%   
Value x Diameter = 13.6 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
Replacements: 
Tree #1: 25” 
Tree #2: 13.6” 
TOTAL = 38.6” 
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James	and	Leigh	Connell	
1212	Olivia	Street		
Key	West	Florida	33040	 305.453.6265/908.892.0500	 April	12,	2016	
	
Single	Family	residence.	 House	construction	–	date	unknown.	
	
First	verifiable	remodel:	1972.	House	converted	to	a	three	car	garage.	
Foundation	type:	Concrete	slab.		
House	material	–	cement	block.	Porch	material:	Wood	Frame	on	cement	piers.		
	
Specific	Problem:	There	are	2	mature,	Spanish	Lime	Trees	on	the	property	border	
with	901	White	Street.		Trees	are	2-3	linear	feet	from	foundation	of	1212	Olivia	
Street.			
	
Issue		#	1	
Neighbor	residence:	901	White	street.	Adjacent	property.		
Tree	roots	are	affecting	the	neighbors	cement	fence,	patio	and	potentially	gunnite	
pool.	See	photos	attached.	
	
Issue	#2.		
Sub	Terranean	and	Formosan	termites.			
This	diagnosis	and	the	attached	remediation	documentation	was	performed	by		
Jesus	Montes,	A-Professional	Pest	Control.	(305)	304-1239	
The	root	system	and	the	trunk	structure	of	the	trees	are	inhabited	with	sub-
terranean	and	Formosan	termites.	The	close	proximity	to	the	tree	to	the	house	in	
conjunction	with	the	root	system	below	the	house	are	a	conduit	for	the	termites	to	
access	and	infest	the	structure.		The	cellulose	in	Fruit	trees	is	a	prime	habitat	for	
sub-terranean	and	Formosan	termites.		It	is	not	permissible	to	treat	the	fruit	trees	
with	a	termicide	therefor	the	problem	persists.		
	
Issue	#	3	
Dry	Wood	termites.	The	house	has	been	treated	continually	by	Orkin	Pest	Control	
from	April	2009	until	2014.	The	house	has	been	maintained	from	2014	to	2016	by	
A-Professional	Pest	control.		Despite	this	intervention,	the	structure	required	dry	
wood	termite	‘tenting’	in	April	2015.		See	documentation	attached.		
	
Issue	#4	
This	diagnosis	was	performed	by	Peter	Dimitrov,	Reef	Construction,	Key	West	
Florida.		(305)	744-2305	
‘The	Spanish	Line	Trees	close	proximity	to	the	structure	at	1212	Olivia	is	in	danger		
of	affecting	the	concrete	slab	on	which	the	house	resides.		If	this	issue	is	not	
addressed	in	the	for-seeable	future,	severe	damage	to	the	foundation	may	occur	
resulting	in	extensive	reconstruction	costs.		Specifically	sections	of	the	concrete	slab	
must	be	removed	and	all	weight	bearing	walls	and	structure	will	be	affected.		
	
	



Issue	#4	
Diagnosis	was	performed	by	Robert	Creider,	Just	Keys	Trees	(305)	304-3144	
	
In	April	of	2012,	significant	trimming	and	branch	removal	was	performed	to	
minimize	the	overhang	of	the	branches	of	the	Spanish	Lime	trees	over	1212	Olivia.	
The	continued	growth	of	the	tree	limbs	and	the	weight	of	the	braches	will	require	
additional	intervention	to	minimize	the	potential	danger	to	the	structure	should	a	
significant	wind	event	occur.	In	addition	to	danger	to	the	structure	is	the	risk	of	
injury	to	the	inhabitants	of	the	home.		It	is	our	professional	opinion	that	trimming	
back	the	branches	is	not	a	long-term	solution	in	addition	to	being	very	expensive	($	
5,000.00).	Furthermore,	if	the	trees	are	inhabited	by	sub	terranean	termites,	the	
danger	of	collapse	and	damage	to	1212	Olivia	and	the	surrounding	properties	is	
significant.	We	recommend	removal	of	the	Spanish	Lime	trees	to	eliminate	the	
danger	to	the	structure	and	inhabitants.					
	
Issue	#5.	
In	March	of	each	year	the	trees	begin	to	emit	sticky	blossoms,	which	due	to	the	
tremendous	volume	require	constant	–	two	to	four	times	daily	-	intervention	to	keep	
the	pool	filters	from	clogging.	Failure	to	clean	the	filter	would	result	in	the	filter	
pump	overheating	and	failing.		Realistically,	this	is	an	impossible	task,	short	of	
covering	the	entire	pool	with	netting.	
Beginning	in	July	of	every	year,	the	trees	begin	to	dispense	clusters	of	‘limes’	that	fall	
from	the	branches	of	the	tree	until	late	September.	The	limes	splatter	and	stain	the	
roof	and	the	walls	of	the	house	requiring	significant	intervention	to	maintain	proper	
condition.	More	importantly,	these	limes	are	an	attractant	to	Tree	rats,	which	infest	
the	area	and	chew	through	wooden	barriers	to	inhabit	the	attic	areas	during	cold	
fronts.		The	stench	created	by	dead	rats	in	the	walls	during	termite	tenting	was	
horrible.		
Lastly,	the	limes	that	fall	to	the	ground	(in	the	10s	of	thousands)	are	eaten	by	our	
dogs	causing	them	to	vomit.		
	
To	summarize,	these	trees	are	an	enormous	nuisance	requiring	significant	time	and	
expense	to	control.	The	trees	present	a	danger	to	the	structure	of	the	home	and	
potentially	(in	the	extreme)	the	lives	of	the	inhabitants.	The	Spanish	Lime	is	not	
indigenous	to	the	island.	We	are	not	aware	of	the	reason	they	are(or	may	be)	on	a	
prevented	removal	list.		
	
We	are	requesting	permission	to	remove	the	Trees.	This	service	will	be	performed	
by	Ken	King,	Golden	Bough	Tree	Service.		(305)	296-8101	
	
Thank	you	for	your	consideration.		Regards,	
	
	
	
	
James	and	Leigh	Connell	



 



 



 



 

 



Photos showing damage to neighbor’s property line wall: 

 



  




