
 
 

 
 

 
Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Staff Report for Item 7 
 

 
To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review 

Commission Members 
   
From:    Enid Torregrosa, MSHP 
    Historic Preservation Planner 

 
Meeting Date:  July 26, 2016 
 
Applicant: City of Key West, Owner 
 Bermejo, Ajamil & Partners, Architects 
 
Application Number: H16-01-0697 
 
Address:   #Truman Waterfront 
   

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work: 
 

New amphitheater and bathroom building. 
 

Site Facts: 
 

Truman Waterfront is a site of approximately 32 acres located on the west side of the 
historic district. The Navy transferred the land to the City of Key West. A Memorandum 
of Agreement signed by the parts includes, among others, land use limitations, setbacks, 
State Park access as well as specific requirements for Navy vehicular accesses through the 
land. The HARC Commission approved the proposed Major Development Plan in 
February 24, 2014. The Commission also approved the new stables building, a new multi-
use structure, and bathroom facilities for an interactive fountain. 
 
The city started phase one construction. In phase one, roads and civil work will take place 
as well as the construction of the fountain and bathrooms facilities.  

 
 

Guidelines Cited in Review: 
 

 Additions, alterations and new construction (pages 36-38a), specifically all 
guidelines for new construction. 
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Staff Analysis 
 
The certificate of appropriateness in review proposes a one-story freestanding structure 
that will be an amphitheater. The structure will be located in the westernmost portion of 
the park. The main structure will have an elliptical footprint and flat roof. The building will 
raise 29’-5” from ground and with the stage, service area, and ramps will cover 
approximately 3,180 square feet. The rear wall of the stage will be facing the road.  
 
The amphitheater structure will raise on a concrete slab 4 feet over ground and over the 
slab a 14’-6” height concrete curved wall will serve as the backdrop. Over the backdrop 
wall there will be nine steel columns that will serve as support elements to the flat roof. 
Two full steel columns flanking each side of the backdrop wall will also serve as structural 
elements supporting the flat roof. Six smaller metal elements running horizontally from the 
main structural columns will serve as a “ring” for installation of lights and sound 
equipment. Under the elliptical flat roof, there will be a smaller ridge, also for 
accommodating light, video, and sound equipment.     
 
The design also includes a detached building for bathrooms. This structure will be located 
next to the amphitheater structure. The building will be rectangular in footprint and will 
have concrete walls. The design for this building is similar in concept as the amphitheater, 
as the roof is detached from the walls and supported through steel columns, creating a 
“floating roof”. The building will have a maximum height of 13’5” and its footprint will 
occupy 655 square feet. The walls and base will be stucco finish and the roof will be metal. 
 
The design depicts the proposed arena surrounding the amphitheater. Storage for 
equipment and furniture will not be provided in the premises. 
 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines 
 

After the review of the plans, it is staff’s opinion that the proposed buildings conforms the 
guidelines pertaining new construction, specifically mass, scale, proportions and 
compatibility. There is no urban context surrounding the area; the only existing building 
within proximity is the Eco Discovery Center, which is a one-story cbs structure of 
approximately 16 feet tall. The new amphitheater will be a stand-alone structure 
surrounded by open grounds. The proposed architectural vocabulary for both buildings do 
not mimic any historic building, but rather is a contemporary expression that evokes some 
industrial characteristics, which complements the historic use of a naval base.  
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Note: All Exterior / Cladding Components as Part of the Amphitheater / Stage Shall have Products

Approval / NOA's Applicable to Current Florida Building  Code 2014 5th Edition for Impact

Resistant/Wind Loads.

P-1 P-2

Concrete & Stone

C-1 Concrete Broom Finish

S-1 Thinset Stone Tile (Example 1)

S-2 Thinset Stone Tile (Example 1)

Paint Color & Metal Finishes

P-1 Snow Bound (SW7004)

P-2 Silver Gray Finish on Metal Panels

Metal Panels Systems

M-1 Metal Panel @ Soffit / Roof

M-2 Metal Panel @ Soffit / Roof

Note: Either S-1 or S-2 to be Selected @ Stage Base

Note: Either M-1 or M-2 to be Selected @ Soffit / Roof

Back-Drop "Art-Wall" Finish

BD-1 Stucco Banding Effect

S-2S-1C-1

M-1 M-2

BD-1
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing  at 5:30 p.m., July 26, 2016 at Old 
City Hall, 510 Greene Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 

 

NEW AMPHITHEATER AND 
BATHROOM BUILDING. 

 

         FOR- TRUMAN WATERFRONT 
 

   Applicant – City of Key West/ Bermejo Ajamil & Partners      Application #H16-01-0697 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 3140 Flagler Avenue, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
Please call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3731 at least five business days 
in advance for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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