STAFF REPORT

DATE: March 27, 2017

RE: 923 Johnson Street (permit application # T17-8378)

FROM: Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager

An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Strangler Fig

tree. A site inspection was done on March 9, 2017 and documented the

following:
Tree Species: Strangler Fig (Ficus aurea)


















Diameter: 126”

Location: 80% (front yard, prominent canopy tree)

Species: 100% (on protected tree list)

Condition: 70% (Fair-large old tree, three primary trunks with fourth trunk
having been removed in the past, there appears to be a bee hive in the
tree, some decay but no obvious canoeing of branches. The primary
structure of the tree appears to be good.)

Total Average Value = 83%

Value x Diameter = 104.5 replacement caliper inches

Numerous trees in the City have bee hives and internal cavities and
decay. Is there a structural deficit? A permit to remove this tree
was denied in February 2016 (excerpt from that staff report is
below). Since that time the tree has been cleaned up and trimmed.
Construction for a new house on the property has been laid out.

Recommendation: Recommend denial of the removal of the
Strangler Fig tree, Sec 110-328 (1) and (2), because of the species
size and location.



STAFF REPORT
(EXCERPT FROM ORIGINAL REPORT)

DATE: January 26, 2016

RE: 923 Johnson Street Street (permit application # T16-7760)
FROM: Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager

An application was received requesting the removal of (3) Gumbo Limbos,
(2) Royal Poincianas, (3) Strangler Figs, (1) Mahogany, and (1)

Avocado tree. A site inspection was done on January 21, 2016 and
documented the following:



Tree Species: Strangler Fig (Ficus aurea)
Tree #6 Strangler Fig












Diameter: 126.4”

Location: 80% (front yard-prominent canopy tree

Species: 100% (on protected tree list)

Condition: 80% (good, three primary trunks-a fourth trunk had been
previously removed-area looks clean, very little decay observed in branches
in tree.)

Total Average Value = 86%

Value x Diameter = 108.7 replacement caliper inches

The Tree Commission heard application T16-7760 on February 9,
2016. Approval was given to remove (2) Gumbo Limbo, (2) Royal
Poinciana, (2) Strangler Fig, and (1) Mahogany tree. A permit was
also given to transplant (1) Avocado tree. Removal of a Gumbo
Limbo tree on the property line was removed from the application.

The removal of this strangler Fig tree was denied by the Tree
Commission.



Application










