
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  April 5, 2017       
 
RE: Creation of a Heritage Tree Program 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
A request has been made by the public to create a Heritage Tree program 
in the City of Key West with the consideration of the mahogany trees on 
Simonton Street labeled as Heritage trees.    
 
A definition of a heritage tree are those trees that are typically a large 
individual tree with unique value, which is considered irreplaceable.  The 
major criteria for heritage tree designation are age, rarity, and size as well 
as aesthetic, botanical, ecological and historical value. 
 
The following is some information that was found in Heritage Tree Programs 
in Portland and Minneapolis:  
 

Categories Portland: 
Specimen: A tree of exceptional size, form, or rarity. 
Historic: A tree recognized by virtue of its age, its association 
with or contribution to a historic structure or district, or its 
association with a noted person or historic event. 
Landmark: Trees that are landmarks of a community. 
Collection: Trees in a notable grove, avenue, or other planting. 
 

Categories Minneapolis: 
Champion Size: Trees that are the largest of their species 
Significant Size: Trees that are very large, but not the largest 
of their species 
Historically or Culturally Significant: Trees that are connected  
to historical dates, events, people or city landmarks 

 
The goal of the Minneapolis Heritage Tree program is to find and 
give official recognition to trees that are very large, very old, and/or 
are an important part of our history or culture. Heritage trees may 
live on either City or private property. 

 



The State of Florida has a Champion Tree Program that identifies the 
largest of trees in a certain species. There are many Florida Champion trees 
within the City of Key West:  
 
Florida Champion Tree Program-Dept of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

The Champion Tree Program was created by the American Forests organization in 
1940, to recognize the largest known tree of each species in the United States. 
American Forests publishes their National Register of Big Trees every two years. 
The 2012 edition of the Register includes 111 Florida species, many of which are 
only found in the tropical region of the state. Florida now has the most national 
champions of any state.  Florida began keeping a state register, the Florida 
Champion Tree Register, in 1975 to recognize the largest tree of each species 
within this state. It now contains hundreds of trees, including the national 
champions. All native and non-invasive naturalized tree species are eligible for 
nomination. 

 

The individual tree of each particular species with the highest point total is 
considered the Champion for that species. If two or more trees have point totals 
within two percent (2%) of each other, they are considered to be co-champions. 
The Florida Forest Service has created Florida Champion Tree Measuring 
Procedures  to provide specific help with measuring.  Measurements need to be 
verified by a Florida Forest Service County Forester before a tree is certified as a 
champion.  

 
Nomination of a Florida Champion Tree is open to all species of trees that grow in 
Florida, whether native or naturalized. Palm trees are included. Species listed as 
invasive exotics by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council are not eligible for 
nomination. Certain species growing in this state may not be eligible for national 
champion status, but can be recognized as Florida Champions. 

 

Anyone can nominate a tree, whether it is located on public or private land. 
However, before nominations of trees on privately owned land can be approved, 
the owner must complete and sign the property owner agreement, which grants 
the Florida Forest Service written permission to accept the nomination of the tree 
and display specific information. 

 
Recommendation:  The City of Key West is a very historic city and 
trees are a part of that history.  The creation of a City of Key West 
Heritage Tree Program is a valid idea.  There does need to be a set 
of guidelines created as to what trees are appropriate to be 
included in this program and a process of nomination and approval.  



The information submitted in this staff report represents 
information that would help create a set of guidelines and 
procedures.  Once the Tree Commission has determined a set of 
guidelines, procedures, and policy, the program should be 
established. 
 
In the past the Tree Commission has recognized Champion tree 
status for trees as part of the Florida Champion Tree Program.  
Therefore, trees to be placed into the proposed Heritage Tree 
program should be approved by the Tree Commission.  Applications 
for submittal to the program should be processed through the 
Urban Forester.  Any member of the public should be able to submit 
an application with documented information regarding submittal of 
a specific tree to the Heritage Tree Program but care must be taken 
to ensure property owners are included in the reviews and 
approvals.     
 
 

1.  Vote as to whether to create a Heritage Tree Program. 
 

2.  Discuss procedures and make recommendations as to the 
process. 
 

 
The actual identification of specific trees to be reviewed for 
heritage tree status should be done once a program has been 
established.     
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Department of Planning and Building Services 

380 A Avenue 
Post Office Box 369 

Lake Oswego, OR  97034 
503-635-0290 

www.ci.oswego.or.us 
 

HERITAGE TREE PROGRAM 

Trees provide aesthetic, economic, and environmental benefits to the City of Lake Oswego. Trees are 
also an important part of the city’s living heritage; they help create the distinctive community character 
that we pass along to future generations. 

WHY A HERITAGE TREE PROGRAM? 
The City of Lake Oswego’s Heritage Tree Program was established in 1997 to help foster appreciation 
and increase awareness about the contribution of trees to the city’s history and heritage. The purpose of 
the program is to educate citizens about the importance of trees through protection and recognition. 

WHAT IS A HERITAGE TREE? 
Heritage Trees are trees of landmark importance. A Heritage Tree is designated as a landmark based on 
its age, size, species, horticultural quality, and its importance in the historical, cultural, environmental, 
and physical landscape. 

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?  
Anyone can nominate a tree or grove of trees on either public or private property for Heritage Tree 
designation. (If the tree is located on private property, the permission of the property owner is 
required.) To nominate a tree, complete the Heritage Tree Nomination Form. Feel free to attach extra 
sheets if necessary to answer the questions completely. 

Once the application form is submitted, a certified arborist examines the health and condition of the 
nominated tree(s). Applications are then reviewed by the Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) for 
approval. NRAB typically reviews applications annually; all applications received within a calendar year 
are reviewed the following February. 

ONCE IT’S OFFICIAL 
Once a tree is designated, a plaque is installed near the tree. The property owner is also asked to record 
the tree’s designation on the land title, which bestows protection upon the tree. (A Heritage Tree may be 
removed, if necessary, under a Type II Tree Removal Permit.) New Heritage Trees are celebrated during 
Arbor Week, which is the first full week in April. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about Lake Oswego’s Heritage Tree Program, contact the Department of Planning 
and Building Services at (503) 635-0290, or visit our website at 
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/heritage-tree-program. 

 

http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/heritage-tree-program


Minneapolis Heritage Tree Program 
 

The Minneapolis Heritage Tree Program seeks to locate and give official recognition to the 
most significant trees within the City of Minneapolis or MPRB property. Nominations are 
received and verified each year by the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board's Forestry 
Division. There may be a Heritage Tree in your backyard, park or boulevard. 
 

Trees can qualify for recognition in any of the following categories: 
*Champion Size: trees that are the largest of their species 
*Significant Size: trees worthy of recognition for size, but not the 

largest of their species 
*Historically/Culturally Significant: trees specifically associated 

with historical dates, events, people, and city 
landmarks 

 

The Judging Process 
Nominated trees are examined and approved by staff from the Minneapolis Park Board 
Forestry Division. Nominations will be certified for addition to the official heritage tree 
list according to methods established by the Minnesota State Horticultural Society and 
American Forests. Heritage trees will be measured by height, circumference and crown 
spread. Minneapolis Tree Advisory Commission members will review and approve nominated 
trees for the Historical/Cultural Significance designation. 
 

At times champion heritage trees are removed or damaged (e.g. the tornado of 1981 which 
destroyed the city's champion ginkgo and green ash). When larger trees are discovered 
they may take the place of currently listed champion trees. A list is kept of all nominated 
trees for future consideration.  
 

Thank you for your participation in the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board’s Heritage 
Tree Program! 
 
Please Submit Nominations to: 
Forestry@MinneapolisParks.org 
Or mail to: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board / Forestry Division 

Heritage Tree Program 
3800 Bryant Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN  55409            
 

 
 

 

“We Help Trees!” 



Heritage Tree Nomination Form 
 

Common Tree Name____________________________________ 
 

Cultural/Historical Significance___________________________ 
(If appropriate) Please describe 
 

Address and Location __________________________________ 
(tree must be located within Minneapolis city limits or MPRB property) 

 

Measurement: 
Circumference is measured at 4½ feet above ground level in inches.  For additional 
measurement information, see American Forests website 
(http://www.americanforests.org/resources/bigtrees/measure.php). 
 

Circumference (inches)__________               Date Measured __________  
 
Height (feet)__________            Average Canopy Spread (feet)__________  
 

Nominator:   
Name:____________________________________________ 

 

Email:____________________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________ 

 

City________________________________________________ 
 

State:_______________________  Zip Code_______________ 
 

Phone:_______________________ 
 
 

Tree Owner:  
Name:________________________________________ 

 

Address:______________________________________ 
 

City:__________________________________________ 
 

State:_______________________  Zip Code____________ 
 

Phone:_______________________ 
 

“We Help Trees!” 



Nomination of a Tree to the Florida Champion Tree Record 
   

General Information: The Florida Champion Tree program is patterned after the American Forests National Register of Big 
Trees (National Champion Trees) program.  Certain species growing in this state may not be eligible for national champion 
status, but can be recognized as Florida Champions. All reigning National Champion Trees in Florida also hold the title of 
Florida Champion Tree until displaced by larger trees. Additional details about the national program can be obtained from the 
following website address: http://www.americanforests.org/resources/bigtrees/. 

 
Eligibility: Nomination of a Florida Champion Tree is open to all species of trees that grow in Florida, whether native or 
naturalized. Palm trees are included. Species listed as invasive exotics by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council are not eligible 
for nomination. 
Trees nominated for champion status must meet the following criteria: 
1. Have an erect, woody main trunk that measures more than 9.5 inches in circumference at 4 ½ feet above the average ground 

level (see Measurements section below for exceptions.). 
2. Be more than 13 feet high, as measured vertically for a point level with the base of the trunk to the highest twig. 
3. Have a definite crown of branches or fronds. 
 
Procedure: Anyone may nominate a tree for champion status, with permission from the property owner. Species identification 
and measurements must be verified by Florida Forest Service personnel. To submit new trees for consideration to the Florida 
Champion Tree Record, complete all information on the Florida Champion Tree nomination form or nomination web page. Once 
the property owner and an FFS representative have approved the nomination, it can be submitted to the Urban Forestry 
Coordinator of the Florida Forest Service, along with a digital photograph. 
 
Measurements: Measurements are to be recorded to the nearest whole unit, rounding upwards from 0.5. The following 
measurements are required: 
1. Circumference of the trunk in inches, 4 ½ feet above the average ground level. This also applies to trees with exceptional 

swelling at the base, such as baldcypress. If the tree forks below 4.5 feet, the circumference should be taken at the narrowest 
point below 4 ½ feet where knots, burls, or limbs do not interfere.  

2. Height in feet. This is the vertical distance from the highest point of the tree to a point at the same elevation as the stump.  
3. Crown Spread diameter in feet. Measure the diameter at the maximum length, and at a 90 degree angle to the maximum. The 

average of these two measurements determines the Average Crown Spread. 
Consult the American Forests website above for additional guidance on how to take measurements in exceptional situations.  

 
Calculating Points: The tree with the largest point total will be recorded as the Florida or National Champion of its species. 
Required measurements are scored as follows:  
1. Circumference – 1 point per inch. 
2. Height – 1 point per foot. 
3. Average Crown Spread – 1 point per 4 feet. 
Each measure is recorded to the nearest whole point, rounding up from 0.5 before calculating the total. 
When the total points of two trees are within two percent of one another, each tree will be declared a co-champion. 
 
Photograph: A digital photograph should be submitted with each nomination.  Because these photographs may be used for 
publication, please try to achieve the following: 
1.  Good scenic contrast.  The tree and any persons need to be very clearly depicted for printing processes.   
2.  Capture as much of the tree as possible, emphasizing notable or unusual features. Also, show some sense of  
      scale and proportion.  
3.  List the names of any persons included in each photograph from left to right. 
4.  Avoid scenic distractions such as power/telephone wires, trash on ground, vehicles, etc. 
 
Recording GPS Coordinates: This is done to record each tree’s location in the most precise manner so that it can be located 
again at a future date. Specific locations of privately owned trees will remain confidential, unless the property owner allows (in 
writing) the information to be made public. Record coordinates on paper only in decimal degrees format (to six decimal 
digits). A positive number indicates North latitude and a negative number indicates West longitude. Also, please submit a copy 
of the GPS shape file for the tree that is downloaded from the GPS receiver. These files will be used to make maps of publicly 
owned trees in the future.    
 
Charlie Marcus, Urban Forestry Coordinator, Florida Forest Service, January 2012 



 
 
Additional 

Information 
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