B A TRl 2 7. <mia

:_"-U-'f
L AE2 0 147

ant

BY PRU SOWERS
WKONK LIFE STAFF WRITER

The federal gevernment is going
to help ensure that the new Traman -
‘Waterfront Park is full of art.

The Nationa! Endowmeént for the
Arts (INEA) has awarded Key West 2
$75,000 grant to create ati drts master
plan for the park, ds well as help pay for
multiple arts installations in the new
public grounds. The city will contribute
a matching $75,000 through money
generated by one percent fee imposed

on the $18 mﬂ!it)n park project ag well
as city staff time contributed toveards
developing the arts master plan.

“[The NEA} grant program Supports

creative placemaking projects that help
to transform communities into lively,
beautiful, and resilient places with the
arts at their core,” said city:Senios
Graivts Administrator Carolyn Sheldon
in 2'memo to City Manager Jim Scholl.
“Creative placemaking is whea
artists, arts organizations and commu-
nity development practitioners deliber-
ately integrate arts and culture into

community tevitalization work—
placiog arts at the table with land-use,
transportation, ecotiomic development,
educaion, housing; infrastructure and
public safety strategies.”

City will partner with The Studios
of Key West:wor develop a creative place-
malking master plan that will include
recommendations for art installations
and public perfornances in the park.
Eleven regional and natienally known
artists will be recruited to work on the
mastes plan.. Those artists will represent
a broad range of distiplines, inclading

dance; theater, music, visual arts,
written/ spol:cn word, arts educatior,
public art and architecture, The master
plan will include recommendations for
using the fiew amphitheateras well as
creating 2 Folk-Art rden.

The Fruman Waterfront Adyisor;
Board and the Art in Public Places
Committee will also help develop ilic
mastés plan. _

“Fhis funding supports local effores

to exhance quality of life and apportu-

nity for existing residents, increase
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creative activity and create a distinct
sense of place,” Sheldon said. '

The funding will also pay to com- 7
mission six arts performances at '
$10,000 each to be presented in the
parks first year, sometime before Mard
31, 2019, according to the grant stipu-
lations. The Studios of Key West will
“conceptualize” and select the
performances.

Despite President Donald Trump's
threat to cut all fanding to the NEA,
Scholl said the city will receive the
money; albeit a littie under the wire.
“This [$75,000 grant] is for this fiscal
yeat. He's taking about the next figcal
year,” Scholl said of Trump’s efforts to
cut the arts foundation. ®
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