


































































































































































































































































































































































From: Saunders Rivas [mailto:mrivas28@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 11:17 PM 
To: Melissa Paul-Leto <mleto@cityofkeywest-fl.gov> 
Subject: Variance 821-823 Whitehead Street and change of Non-Conforming use 

 
To whom it may concern: 

 

 

I am a Key West native. My family has lived in this home for over forty years. When I first received my 

public notices about the changes in 821-823 Whitehead I did nothing about it until my new neighbor 

approached me about this situation and seemed a bit concerned. She informed me about the restaurant 

staying open until ten at night and more outside tables towards the back part of the restaurant, thirteen 

parking spaces and that no one protested the situation, so it is expected to pass. First and foremost this is 

a neighborhood which always seems to be the last consideration when it comes to anything in old town. 

We live in close proximity sometimes to close for comfort. After a rough day at work I would like to come 

home and be able to park on the block I live on and find peace and quietness throughout the night. 

Instead its a nightmare one day I'm parked on Whitehead maybe three times out of a month, then the 

next time I'm on Olivia or Truman Avenue and when things get really bad I'm on Eaton parking at my job 

overnight. This Whitehead Street parking situation is really bad and this will only make it worst. The 

majority of Six Toed Cat restaurant customer may be walking because they stop there on their way to the 

Hemingway House but the Hemingway House closes at five. So they most likely will be driving driving at 

night and Six Toed Cat employees will still be parked in resident parking spaces. Many tourist park on this 

street and ask me directions to Blue Heaven and that's located on Petronia and Thomas. There is 

approximately thirteen marking spaces on this street including one block space for motor cycles, two 

handicap spaces and two spaces set aside for the trolley. On many weekends the Hemingway House 

blocks off three parking spaces for their events on the side street where me and many others sometime 

have to park when Whitehead street is not available. So how can this area accommodate more? 

 

If this restaurant stays open until 10 at night that means more noise. We already deal with the noise from 

the Blue Macaw, Bourban Street and the Hemingway House when they rent out their grounds for parties 

and weddings. I'm tired of sleeping with ear plugs and changing bedrooms to duck the noise. This is my 

home I shouldn't have to live like this! The people that own businesses around here make their money 

and noise here and go to new town and live in peace and quietness. Why can't we? 

 

  

                                                                                                                                     Marjorie Rivas 

                                                                                                                                     305 395 8405 
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Hello Melissa-My name is David Amendt. I am a full time resident of Key West and my wife and 
I own a home at 815 Whitehead. Our home is three doors down from the Six-Toed Cat. You 
read an email from me to the planning board earlier this year regarding the expansion of the 
Six-Toed Cat. This Thursday the issue is before the Planning Board again and we will be in 
attendance. We do not know if we will be able to speak at the meeting, so we are sharing with 
you our concerns again, in hopes that they will be put in the record.  
      Our greatest issue is with noise and the proposed hours of operation as well as potential 
expansion. Right now, the Cat is serving only breakfast and lunch. They are generally quiet and 
have thankfully  lowered the level of their outdoor background music. It is our understanding 
that the new owners are wanting to open into the evening - and serve dinner - until 10 pm. We 
feel this will negatively impact those of us on the street because the area quiets down around 6 
pm after the Hemingway House and the Cat close. The longer hours would sandwich us in the 
800 block between the Blue Macaw and the Cat and we feel, take away any quiet outdoor 
time we have now. Therefore, we would like to go on the record as saying that we ARE NOT in 
favor of the Cat being open any later than it already is now (4:30 p.m.). 
    The other concern is any expansion to the outdoor rear of the property. We have been 
assured that this is not in the owner's plans. While we would like to take them at their word, we 
also know that sometimes, owners of restaurants make requests for small changes that then 
get turned into bigger ones. Therefore, we would like the planning board to make this a 
permanent requirement - in other words, we ARE NOT in favor of any expansion either to the 
rear or the side of the Cat property. 
     Thank you for your help on this matter. 
 
David Amendt and Leslee Fisher 
 





















































































































































From: David Amendt [mailto:davidamendt@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2017 12:34 PM 
To: Melissa Paul-Leto <mleto@cityofkeywest-fl.gov> 
Subject: Re: Key West 

 

 
Hi Melissa-I'm not sure what Owen was saying here , but it appears you shared my email with 
him and allowed him to decide whether it should be included in the agenda items. While I am 
new to the workings of the planning board and how these things are decided, it seems that you 
and your staff should make that decision as he and his clients have a vested interest in the 
boards decision.   
      Owen and his clients have reached out to my wife and I  and we appreciate that. That 
contact is welcome and we have no issue with them personally. We do have issues with 
rezoning and variances that negatively impact our neighborhood. Beyond the noise and hour 
issues I mentioned in my earlier email, the added customers will put added pressure on our 
already limited parking.  
    Please include our emails in the agenda items for tonight's meeting or please email me back 
your reasons for not doing so. 
 
Thank you, David Amendt 
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