
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  June 1, 2017      
 
RE: 1325 Simonton Street (permit application # T17-8508) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Bottlebrush 
tree.  A site inspection was done on May 26, 2017 and documented the 
following: 

           Tree Species: Bottlebrush (Callistemon sp.)                                   
                  

 



 
 

 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 



Diameter: 44.8”  
Location: 60% (roots impacting asphalt driveway)    
Species:  50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition: 20% (very poor-agree with comments in attached arborist 
report, tree has significantly declined in the past year)  
Total Average Value = 43%  
Value x Diameter =  19.2 replacement caliper inches 
 
Recommendation:  Recommend approval of the removal of one (1) 
Bottlebrush tree at 1325 Simonton Street to be replaced with 19.2 
caliper inches of dicot or fruit trees from approved list, FL#1, to be 
planted on site. 



 
 
Additional 

Information 



Cynthia’s Blue Palms 

 

City of Key West Tree Commission                                                     May 24, 2017 

Purpose: Following are my findings of evaluation concerning 1 Bottlebrush tree 

located at 1325 Simonton Street, also known as Spanish Gardens Hotel, Key West, 

Florida.  I have been retained by owner Marc Meisel of Meisel Holdings.  This 

application is being submitted due to the poor condition of the Bottlebrush tree 

and proposed construction of an ADA ramp serving the new convenience store 

and access to adjacent building. Tree can be seen from South and Simonton 

Streets (photo 1)  

Last year, June ’16, an application was submitted for the removal of this tree and 

denied. History of past photos and staff reporting indicated no internal decay was 

evident. Condition rating was listed as ‘fair’. However, due to current further 

inspection of the Bottlebrush tree the condition rating has declined to ‘poor’. 

Red Bottlebrush, Callistemon ssp, located immediately north at entrance to hotel 

from Simonton Street.  Tree is growing in wooden planked planter adjacent to the 

south side of building (photo 2). Canopy spread is approximately 18’x25’. The tree 

is codominate with stems growing to the west and south; both completely 

overhang pedestrian and vehicular areas (photo 3). Southernmost stem is 

approximately 21.5” diameter with western stem at approximately 23” diameter 

totaling 44.5”. Photographs depict codominance at approximately 3’ above grade 

with severely included bark (photos 4&5). While twisting is common in 

Bottlebrush spps, this trees stems are twisting in opposite directions. Clearly both 

stems depict internal decay by areas of elevated internal pressure causing oozing 

(photos 6‐10). Borers have invaded areas of decay. Repair is not possible by 

restoration pruning or by chemical infusion. Due to the trees lean away from the 

building the root system is compensating lifting the area surrounding the tree, 

asphalt and concrete pad cracking the opposite wall outside of the ice machine 

and employee rooms.  The canopy is thinning with tip dieback. Condition is very 



poor and failure likely. Due to the trees size and location failure in any direction 

will cause harm to its ‘target’.  

Construction of a retail store, ADA parking and ramp is to be installed servicing 

the hotel complex with ADA parking and ramp abutting the building. The ramp 

and ADA parking is in same location as the Bottlebrush tree. No other location is 

feasible for the ramp and parking.    

Therefore, since failure of the Bottlebrush tree is likely and since the installation 

of the ADA ramp and parking can only be constructed in the same location of the 

tree, I recommend removal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions concerning this report please contact me at 305/747‐

2141.  

Cynthia Domenech‐Coogle, ISA Certified Arborist, FL 0277A 























   

  ADDITIONAL   

 

INFORMATION 



STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  June 2, 2016      
 
RE: 1325 Simonton Street (permit application # T16-7979) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Bottlebrush 
tree.  A site inspection was done on May 27, 2016 and documented the 
following: 

           Tree Species: Bottlebrush (Callistemon sp.)              
  

 



 



 
 

 



 



 
 

 



 



        
 
 
Diameter: 44.5”  
Location: 60% (roots impacting asphalt driveway)    
Species:  50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (fair)  
Total Average Value = 53%  
Value x Diameter =  23.5 replacement caliper inches 
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