
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  June 26, 2017      
 
RE: 1210 Von Phister Street (permit application # T17-8525) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Mahogany and 
(1) Shaving Brush tree.  A site inspection was done on June 15 and 22, 
2017 and documented the following: 
 

           Tree Species: Mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni)                              

                         



 
 

 



 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 



 



 

      
 
Diameter: 21.9”  
Location: 40% (foundation issues-roots disrupting water lines, canopy 
impacting utility lines and electrical feeder lines for two homes)    
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (fair, bark is peeling on one trunk indicating a health issue 
in that trunk)  
Total Average Value = 63%  
Value x Diameter =  13.7 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
    Tree Species: Shaving Brush (Pseudobombax sp.) 
                                 

 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 



 



 



         
 
Diameter: 26.7”  
Location: 80%     
Species:  50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition: 60% (fair, canopy one sided due to impacts from the canopies of 
adjacent trees removed next door in 2014, girth of tree has grown 5.7” in 
three years but no new lower lateral branches have formed)  
Total Average Value = 63%  
Value x Diameter =  16.8 replacement caliper inches 
 
NOTES:  A permit was issued in April 2014 to remove these two trees.  
Keys Energy at that time verbally recommended removal of the mahogany 
tree due to interference with the two electrical feeder lines. The permit 
expired and the homeowner at the time sold the property. 
 
Not enough information is known about the effects of heavy maintenance 
trimming of the shaving brush tree to balance the canopy.  The fact that no 
new lower branches have grown in 3 years indicates the tree would 
probably not regenerate any lower branches and the tree will continue to 
have a heavy top loaded canopy creating a possible safety issue. 
 
Recommendation:  Recommend approval of the removal of one (1) 
Mahogany tree and (1) Shaving Brush tree located at 1210 Von 
Phister, to be replaced with 30.5 caliper inches of dicot or fruit trees 
from the approved list, FL#1 to be planted on site.   



 
 
Additional 

Information 



                                     MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 
 
DATE:    January 27, 2014     
 
RE:  1210 Von Phister Street (permit application #6720 ) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, Urban Forestry Manager,  
                     City of Key West 
 
An application was received for the removal of (3) Mahogany trees and (1) 
Shaving Brush tree.  A site inspection was done on January 23, 2014 and 
documented the following: 
 
1.  Tree Species:  Mahogany  (Swietenia mahagoni)                        

                    

Tree #1 



                      
Diameter: 4.4”  
Location:  60%  (under utility lines, street tree, impacted by coconut palm)  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  60%  (fair health overall, poor canopy shape due to completion 
with other mahogany and coconut palm)   
Total Average Value =  73%   
 Value x Diameter =  3 replacement caliper (dbh) inches 

                  
 

                 
 

Tree #1 

Tree #2 



 
2.  Tree Species:   Mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni)                        

                          
Diameter:  7”  
Location:  60%  (under utility lines, street tree, impacted by coconut palm)  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  60%  (fair health overall, poor canopy shape due to completion 
with other mahogany and coconut palm)   
Total Average Value = 73%   
 Value x Diameter =   5 replacement caliper (dbh) inches 
 

Tree #2 

Tree #1 



 
 
3.  Tree Species:   Mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni)                        

                          



Diameter:  19.7”  
Location:  40%  (foundation issues, canopy and roof issues, wrong tree, 
wrong place)  
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition:  50%  (fair, canopy structure favors one sire, trunk and branch 
growth wild due to lack of proper maintenance during growth, large branch 
with heath/stress issues)   
Total Average Value =  63%   
 Value x Diameter =  12.4  replacement caliper (dbh) inches 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.  Tree Species:  Shaving Brush (Pseudobombax sp.)                         

  
 
 
 



Diameter:  21”  
Location:  80% (no utility line or foundation issues observed, only tall tree 
in immediate area now)  
Species:  50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition:  60 %  (fair, canopy one sided due to impacts from canopies of 
adjcacent trees recently removed next door, some old injuries to trunk)   
Total Average Value =  63%   
 Value x Diameter =   13  replacement caliper (dbh) inches 
 
 

 



 



 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Tree #1Replacements: 3” (remove-wrong tree, wrong place) 
 
Tree #2 Replacements:  5” (remove-wrong tree, wrong place) 
 
Tree #3 Replacements:  12.4” (remove due to root issues and some 
condition issues with canopy.  Alternative could be to severe 
maintenance trim canopy to reduce root growth and to improve canopy 
structural issues.) 
 
Tree #4 Replacements:  13” (remove-one sided.  The alternative of 
trimming to see if tree will branch out does not seem practical and it is 
not known if it will work for this species.)   
 
Total:  33.4 replacement caliper inches of FL#1 dicot or fruit trees. 



 

 

Application 

 

 

 










