
 
 

 
 

 
Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Staff Report for Item 6 
 
To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review 

Commission Members 
   
From:    Kelly Perkins, MHP 
    HARC Assistant Planner 

 
Meeting Date:  December 19, 2017 
 
Applicant: Danette Nelson 
 
Application Number: H17-03-0050 
 
Address:   #531 Whitehead Street 
   

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work: 
 

After-The-Fact – Installation of blue privacy film in storefront windows. 
 

Site Facts: 
 

529 and 531 Whitehead Street is a one-story mid-century commercial structure and is listed as a 
non-contributing structure in the survey. The building first appears on the 1962 Sanborn map and 
was constructed in 1958 according to the property appraiser’s office. The building has two 
storefronts with large, clear glass window panes. Typical of many mid-century buildings, each 
storefront is angled. 
 

Guidelines Cited in Review: 
 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (pages 16-17), specifically Standard 2. 
 
Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitation for Storefronts (pages 21-22).  
 
HARC Guidelines for Windows (pages 29-30), specifically guideline 7. 
 

Staff Analysis 
 
This Certificate of Appropriateness covers an after-the-fact installation of highly reflective, blue 
privacy film on the entire storefront windows of 531 Whitehead. As the building is split into two 
storefronts, this means that the reflective film was only applied to half of the building,  
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Consistency with Guidelines 
 

1. The HARC Guidelines for windows are clear in that “window glazing shall be clear and 

transparent untinted, nonreflecting glass.” (Emphasis not added) 
 
The blue film removes the clear, transparent and un-tinted character of the window 
glazing, making the project against the HARC Guidelines for windows. 

 
2. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards state that, “The historic character of a property 

shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration of features 
and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.” 
 
The use of clear glass in the storefront is a character-defining feature of this building. The 
installation of the blue film obscures that character-defining feature and takes away from 
the cohesion of the two nearly identical storefronts – as 529 Whitehead Street retains the 
clear character-defining feature of the storefront. The 1960s photograph shows that the 
building historically had large, clear glass in the storefront. 
 

3. The Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitation state that it is recommended 
that “identifying, retaining, and preserving storefronts – and their functional and 
decorative features – that are important in defining the overall historic character of the 
building such as display windows, signs, doors, transoms, kick plates, corner posts, and 
entablatures.” It is not recommended “removing or radically changing storefronts – and 
their features – which are important in defining the overall historic character of the 
building so that, as a result, the character is diminished.” 
 
The application of the blue film radically changes the feature of this building, 
diminishing its historic character. 
 
The updated Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitation (released in 2017) 
specifies that “The storefront materials (including…clear glass…) and the configuration 
of the storefront are significant.” 
 
While the current windows are not the original windows, they do carry the same 
characteristics of the original windows, specifically that the current windows have clear 
glass that is evident in the historic photograph. The application of this highly reflective, 
blue film takes away from the clear glass, which is a significant feature of this building. 

 
It is staff’s opinion that the reflective, blue film is inconsistent with the guidelines, the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation., and the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for 
Rehabilitation. 
 
The applicant has stated that for HIPAA reasons, she must provide privacy for her clients. Staff 
concludes that there are other ways to create the privacy required by HIPAA – including creating 
private rooms for clients, while keeping a small lobby space (as evident by the neighboring yoga 
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studio at 529 Whitehead). An even simpler solution would be to install interior curtains (as seen 
in the 1960s photograph) or to build an interior screening system that is separate from the windows. 
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1962 Sanborn Map
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Property Appraiser’s Photograph, c.1965. Monroe County Public Library.













Neighboring business at 529 Whitehead Street – Located within the same building
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing at 5:30 p.m., December 19, 2017 at Key 
West City Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for:  

 

AFTER-THE-FACT – INSTALLATION 
OF BLUE PRIVACY FILM IN 
STOREFRONT WINDOWS. 

 

FOR- #531 WHITEHEAD STREET 
 

Applicant – Danette Nelson        Application #H17-03-0050 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3975 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 
ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
Please call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3731 at least five business days 
in advance for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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