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New Key West basketball
coach Bill Butler has
been there, done that

By TED LUND m@ﬂlk\\' GIQJ

Citizen Sports Writer
In the gym at Key West High School, also known
as the Conch Dome, the record board hangs on
the far side of the gym, right above the kitchen
where Georgette’s conch fritters have become a
staple for the hiindreds of fans that file in and out
during a typical fall evening of Conch basketball.

Like the gym itself, the basketball program
might have lost a little bit of its luster over the
years. But when you look up at the crimson and
gray board
ry, you'll see one name that stands out.”

Most points in ene season, 647, 1969. Most points
in a career, 1,712, 1968-1970. Most field goals in one
season, 279, 1969. Most career field goals, 731.

All belonging to Bill Butler, Class of ‘71.

That name appears on the Conch basketball
roster once again, this time, though, not as a play-
er, but as head coach:

With the announcement on Monday by Key West
High School athletic director Pat Freeman that
Butler would be coming on board in the fall as the
Conchs’ coach; the program brought probably the
single greatest player in the h1story of the pro-
gram back into the fold.

“Thinking about taking the job, 'd have to say
that T am excited, but also a little nervous,” said
Butler, looking around the gym he called home for
four years.

Excited, he said, because of the opportunity to
lead his alma mater and help in the rebuilding of
Conch Pride.

“The reaction of the community has been over-
whelming in its support of me taking this job,”
said Butler. “It reminds me of the old days when
we were playing for the state t1tle Just all posi-
tive.”

Nervous, he said, because he has been away
from coaching high school athletes for more then
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"MIKE HENTZ/The Citizen

HOME AGAIN: Bill Butier returns to the familiar court at Key West High

School as the new Conchs’ coach.

tantly, I want to develop a coaching
team that can have input into the
direction of the program.”

That team, so far, consists of JV
coach Elliot Bacon, Rollie Castinyera
and Kelly Armstrong, all strong sup-
porters of the Police Athletic League

coming in, and who knows »”

Qv
might be interested in = _, %.%
the team,” he said, “7 % .oe,_ !
ly that every child £ %
and wants to mo 2

ranks, we shou)
chance.



Coffec Butler

Coffee keeps perk.m" ulong__

- ByMARSHAGORDON
_"aim _b,lasplashofwlypsn.l

group.

I u Th
d. the way bartend

; hmo played barkeep at the
"eafeoveronwm_ tehead Street. There was .}] '
|gambling in the: Cabana Club and I played  flowing an

PN 29 news58/




LIS

e S SR S

FAMILIAR FACES:

An ongoing series that looks at the people who maie up our island community

Butler still
tickles the

ivories with -

a twinkle
in his eye
BY MANDY MILES

Key West Citizen

Coffee Butler remembers
riding out the deadly hurri-
cane of 1935 in his family’s
home on Olivia Street.

He was about 7 years
old, and can still remem-
ber the house shaking, he
said Monday, nearly 81
years after the hurricane
destroyed the railroad in
the Upper Keys and killed
hundreds of workers.

He remembers when
World War II took several of
his older friends, many of
them musicians and base-
ball players, to war.

And at 87 years old, the
piano player's mind and
fingers still remember the
words and music to the
hundreds of songs he’s
been playing since he start-
ed taking piano lessons in
high school. '

“On the isle sweet con-

tentment / where they
never hold resentment’ /
The breeze in the trees /
blue sky and palms grow-
ing high / a tropical moon
/ lovers can spoon / on the
beautiful isle of Key West,”
Butler sang Monday after-
noon, playing the electric
keyboard that’s tucked in
a guest room at his Stock
Island home.

Butler's — and the entire
island’s — music teacher,
Ellen Sanchez, wrote the
tribute song to her home-
town.

“She had me play it for
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ROB O'NEAL/The Citizen

Lofton ‘Coffee’ Butler fires up his electric piano Monday on Stock Island and delivers a
rousing rendition of ‘Who Put the Pepper?’, one of his favorite tunes. The 87-year-old sing-
er/songwriter has been tickling the ivories in Key West since the 1940s.

President Truman when
he carne to visit her music
class at the old convent at
St. Mary’s,” said Butler, who
was born Lofton Butler in
1928.

“I had an aunt named
Alice, who was about 10
years older than me,” he
said. “She used to call me
‘Loffie’. Then one day a
friend changed it to ‘Coffee’
and I've been Coffee ever

since, although I used to say
they call me Coffee because
I'm so stimulating.”

His eyes shined with a
trademark . twinkle as his
fingers found the notes to
a song of Bahamian origin
that, like Butler himself, is
filled with double enten-
dres. ‘

“My parents were born
here in Key West, but my
grandparents came from

Green Turtle Cay, Key West’s
sister city in the Bahamas,”
he said, with a trace of an
island accent still audible in
his baritone voice.

Aside from a two-year
stint in the Army when
he was drafted after high
school, and a year playing
semi-pro baseball in West
Palm Beach, Butler has

See BUTLER, Page 8A.
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County may
_honor Bill Butler

Monroe County Commissioner
Wilkelmina has sponsored a
resolution which, if passed, will
commit Monroe County to assisting
in ‘““the case and upkeep" of the park
in Key West named after Bill Butler,

‘amusician who died recently.

The resolution, which was added (o
the agenda by Harvey at the County
Commission meeting in Plantation
Key last Friday, has not been ap-
Fr-uved' vet because Harvey needed to
eave the meeting before the item
was brought up. It was postponed
until the next County Commission
meeling, so that Harvey could be
present. ] '

The resolution honors Bill Butler,
saying that he *‘devoted his life tothe
hetterment of the Florida Keysand in
particular Key West,”’ The proposed

commendation also commits the

County to “cooperate in any needed
requirement to beautify said park
and in so doing to cooperate with any
agencies which are inyolved or which
will be involved in this endeavor.’
The park, named after the late
Butler, who was a leader in the
popular performing group, “The
Junkanoos, “should be perpetually
cared for and continued as a
memorial of the outstanding human
example he rendered to this area,”
according tothe propged_resolution :
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New Key West basketball
coach Bill Butler has

been there, done that
By TED LUND ’)%MA\\T C70]

Citizen Sports Writer

In the gym at Key West High-School, also known
as the Conch Dome, the record board hangs on
the far side of the gym, right above the kitchen

where Georgette’s conch fritters have become a |

staple for the hundreds of fans that file in and out
during a typical fall evening of Conch baskethall.

Like the gym itself, the basketball program
might have lost a little bit of its luster over the
years. But when you look up at the erimson and
gray board listing the elite of the program’s histos

y, yow'll see one name that stands out.”

Most points in one season, 647, 1969. Most points
in a career, 1,712, 1968-1970. Most field goals in one
season, 279, 1969. Most career field goals, 731.

All belonging to Bill Butler, Class of ‘71.

That name appears on the Conch basketball
roster once again, this time, though, not as a play-
er, but as head coach. -

With the announcement on Monday by Key West
High School athletic director Pat Freeman that
Butler would be coming on board in the fall as the
Conchs’ coach, the program brought probably the
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