
 
 

 
 

 
Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Staff Report for Item 6 
 
To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review 

Commission Members 
   
From:    Kelly Perkins, MHP 
    HARC Assistant Planner 

 
Meeting Date:  May 23, 2018 
 
Applicant: Marathon Electric 
 
Application Number: 18-1812 
 
Address:   #330 Whitehead Street 
   

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work: 
 

Two new wall signs and one free standing sign. 
 

Site Facts: 
 

The building at 330 Whitehead Street is not a contributing resource and was constructed in 
1989 according to the property appraiser’s. It is a two-story commercial structure with a 
parking area in the front and rear. The current building and site has lots of signage, but staff 
can only find evidence that the wall sign on the pediment was approved in 2011. 
 

Guidelines Cited in Review: 
 
Guidelines for Business Advertising Signage, Signage Lighting, and Light Fixtures for 
Commercial Properties (pages 49-50vv), specifically guideline 4-a.3.b (page 50f), the 
section for freestanding signs (pages 50w-50x), and the section for wall signs (pages 
50ff-50gg). 
 

Staff Analysis 
 
This Certificate of Appropriateness proposes two wall signs for a recently constructed 
building and one freestanding sign. The building currently has a wall sign located in its 
pediment that was approved, but there are other wall signs that were never approved. The 
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corner of Eaton Street and Whitehead Street contains a tall freestanding sign that extends 
above the fence line and bushes. 
 
The proposal is for a new sign in the pediment that is 30 inches by 30 inches with a 
sandblasted logo. The sign will have a three-dimensional quality. The new wall sign will 
be located above the door and will have an aluminum face with raised copy and logo. The 
sign will be approximately 18 inches by 69 inches. 
 
The proposed freestanding sign will be a monument sign with a 2-foot-tall base with two 
4-foot tall posts installed on top. The application calls the posts “tubes” but does not clarify 
the material. The posts will hold a 30-inch-tall wood sandblasted sign with raised copy and 
logo. The overall height of the sign will be 6 feet tall. 
 

Consistency with Guidelines 
 
While the proposed monument sign is a much better alternative than the existing 
freestanding sign, it still does not have the pedestrian oriented quality that is found in the 
historic district (Guideline 4-a.3). The guidelines are clear that monument signs shall not 
exceed four feet in height, including the base (Guideline 5-i.4). Also, the posts for 
freestanding signs can be wood or painted aluminum (Guideline 5-i.1), so clarification is 
needed on what materials the “tubes” are. 
 
The applicant states that the extra height is required due to the existing fence and 
landscaping, but the landscaping can be transplanted, and the green fence is non-historic 
wrought iron. So, landscaping could be relocated and the fence could cut the corner and 
run behind a new, shorter sign, which would have the pedestrian oriented qualities required 
by the signage guidelines. 
 
While the guidelines state that the “installation of signs over a pediment…is not allowed” 
(Guideline 4-a.3.b), this building was designed so that the pediment would contain a sign. 
The pediment of this building has always had a wall sign installed, so staff does not feel 
this guideline applies in this case. Due to that, staff feels that the two wall signs do comply 
with the guidelines. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public hearing at 5:30 p.m., May 23, 
2018 at Key West City Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing 
will be to consider a request for:  

 

TWO NEW WALL SIGNS AND 
ONE FREESTANDING SIGN 

 

FOR #330 WHITEHEAD STREET 
 

Applicant – Marathon Electric         Application #18-1812 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3975 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 
ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
Please call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3731 at least five business days 
in advance for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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