
STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  May 29, 2018      
 
RE: 630 Dey Street (permit application # T18-9002) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Japanese 
Blueberry tree.  A site inspection was done and documented the 
following: 
         Tree Species: Japanese Blueberry (Elaeocarpus decipiens)        
                         

               



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
Diameter: 14.3”  
Location: 60% (growing in a small space for canopy tree, root impacts to 
stone wall and fence, one trunk sitting on wall structure)    
Species:  50% (not on protected or not protected tree list)  
Condition: 40% (fair to poor, double trunks with one trunk with growth 
damage and resting on wall)  
Total Average Value = 50%  
Value x Diameter =  7.1 replacement caliper inches 
 



This beautiful accent is under-used
because not m any people have
discovered it.

But its good looks, low  m aintenance
requirem ents, and sm all size m ake it
ideal for plant nuts and arm chair
gardeners alike.

The narrow  form  fits in alm ost
anyw here, even in areas of lim ited
space.

As landscape trees, these m ake great
substitutes for holly trees, m ost of
w hich prefer cooler areas of Florida.

The tree produces sm all w hite flow ers
in spring follow ed by dark blue
inedible berries in fall and w inter. The
dense foliage is a lush deep green
w ith an occasional bright red leaf.

M ost people leave the tree's foliage full to
the ground - though you can  trim  up the
base for a m ore classic tree look.

It can be m anicured to use in form al designs
or branch-trim m ed occasionally for use in
m ore casual, eclectic landscapes.

Japanese blueberries are versatile trees -
they can be used very effectively for
privacy, specim en trees, backdrop plantings,
or even in "natural" groupings.

Unless you're very young or extrem ely
patient, buy a decent size tree (25 gallon)
since the rate of grow th is slow .

Japanese Blueberry
Elaeocarpus decipiens

A sm all tree w ith m ajestic presence, Japanese blueberry com bines tropical 
foliage w ith an appealing Christm as tree look.

Plant specs

This is an evergreen tree that prefers full to partial sun.

It's a slow  grow er to 15 to 20 feet, though it can be kept shorter.

Japanese blueberries are cold hardy and thrive anyw here in South Florida.

Plant care
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Add organic peat hum us or top soil, 
m ixed w ith com posted cow  m anure, to 
the hole w hen you plant.

Depending on the look you w ant, you 
can cut back branches now  and then to 
retain a nice form , or shear into a 
perfect cone-shape. 

Do the shearing no m ore than 2 or 3 
tim es a year for the health of the tree 
and because a slow  grow th rate m eans it 
w ill take a w hile to flush back out.

These trees can be topped as w ell. Any 
hard pruning should be done during 
w arm  w eather - after m id-M arch and 
before m id-O ctober. 

W ater on a regular basis but don't keep 
the area overly w et.

Because of the tree's com pact
form , you can plant as close
as 4 feet from  the house.

If planting in a row , space 4 to
5 feet apart to fill in m ore
quickly, or 8 feet apart to
leave m ore room  betw een
each one.

O r you m ight group them  as if
nature did it, using 3 or m ore
in a slightly random  pattern
about 5 or 6 feet (or m ore)
apart.

Fertilize 3 tim es a year - in spring, sum m er, and autum n - w ith a top quality 
granular fertilizer.

Plant spacing

Situate at least 3 feet aw ay from  shrubs. Along a w alk or drive, com e in 6 
feet or m ore.

Landscape uses for Japanese blueberry

• single yard specim en

• architectural accent

• tall hedge

• privacy screen

• lining a drivew ay

• large corner-of-the-house plant 

• backdrop for sm aller plants

• anchor for a m ixed bed

• entryw ay accent

GOOD SNOWBIRD PLANT? YES

COMPANION PLANT SUGGESTIONS: G old m ound, Nora Grant 
ixora, dw arf allam anda, ruella, croton, and society garlic.

Other trees you might like: Nellie Stevens Holly, False Ashoka

Print This Page
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Florida Business 
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ideas...

...with our 
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in a Box!

W e've put 
together 
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groupings to 
help you 
visualize how  
various 
plants look 
together.

Take a break!

Lazy Gardener's Guide to 
South Florida - a unique ebook 
about low -m aintenance plants and 
landscaping!

Learn more!

Take a 
crash 
course!

Ebooks on 
South Florida 
gardening!

Learn m ore!

Are you a Snowbird?

Here's a handy paperback guide 
just for you!

Learn m ore!

(Now  also available 
as an ebook!)
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Karen DeMaria

From: Heidi B.Gold <heidi@goldfamily.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 5:45 PM
To: Karen DeMaria
Cc: excelhs@bellsouth.net; Heidi B.Gold
Subject: Re: 630 Dey St tree removal application
Attachments: Recent Bills.jpg; Bill 05Jan2018.pdf; Bill 09Feb2018.pdf; Bill 08Mar2018.pdf; Bill 04Apr2018.pdf

Hello Karen, 
 
I am the property owner of 630 Dey Street Key West Florida and am requesting permission to remove the Japanese 
Blueberry tree. 
 
The tree roots penetrated the irrigation pipes and caused water leaks for a month. The problem went unnoticed 
because the leak was underground and only came to our attention when John, an agent of FKAA, called on 9 March 
2018 to let us know that the water meter was running continuously. 
 
FKAA shut off the meter to the garden until we are able to contain the leak. Blue Island, the irrigation installers, told us 
that they can not proceed to resolve the problem until this tree is removed. The repairs have not yet even been quoted, 
let alone accepted or performed, so we have no plumbing receipts to show you. If helpful, Alistair will be able to show 
you the increased costs of maintaining the plantings manually while the automatic irrigation is out of order. 
 
I attached copies of recent water bills including that of 8 March 2018 when the bill jumped to over $1,200 for the month 
when the leak occurred. 
 
Please let me or Alistair Closs know what more we can tell you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heidi Gold 
 
On Tue, 29 May 2018 20:18:34 +0000, you wrote: 
 
> The application to remove the Japanese Blueberry tree by the pool wall states that the reason for removal is that the 
roots are impacting the homeowner's property (irrigation system, water lines).  Please provide some additional 
information regarding this issue‐a letter from the homeowner, copies of plumbing repair receipts, etc.  I need this 
information by Friday, June 8 in order for the Tree Commission to properly review. 
>  
> Sincerely, 
>  
> Karen 
>  
> Karen DeMaria 
> Urban Forestry Manager/Tree Commission Certified Arborist 
> 305‐809‐3768 





(QESP)43:T010:003280:001:0000: FKA-104

*6245570*

Statement Number
6245570

Account Number
533455-001570

Statement Date
01/05/2018

Previous Balance
$97.88

Current Charges
$93.41

Due Date
01/25/2018

Total Due
$93.41

AutoPay Amount
$93.41

Thank you for using AutoPay. Please remember to notify us
immediately if your bank or credit card information changes so that

AutoPay will continue without interruption.

FAADDFTTFFATDFDTFTAADFFADAFDDTDTTFDTTTDFDFADDDTTFAADTTTTFDAATTATD
KEY WEST, FL 33040-4021
1100 KENNEDY DRIVE
FLORIDA KEYS AQUEDUCT AUTHORITY

TTDDDATFADFFFDDDFFDAADATAATATAFTFTADFTTTFTTFTFDATFTAFTFFFDTDTDDTA
KEY WEST, FL  33040-6609
630 DEY ST
HEIDI B GOLD
102069  131916044

Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority
1100 Kennedy Drive
Key West, FL 33040-4021

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Please detach and return bottom portion with your payment.  Please retain top portion for your records.
Please include your account number on your check and make payable to FKAA.

000000001570000000533455000000009341

Statement Number Service Address

Account Number Statement Date Due Date
6245570 630 Dey St Location Irrigation

533455-001570 01/05/2018 01/25/2018

Account Information
Previous Balance: $ 97.88
Late Charges/Nonpay Fees: 0.00
Payments: -97.88
Adjustments/Credits: 0.00
Balance Forward: $ 0.00
Current Charges: 93.41
AutoPay Amount: $ 93.41

AutoPay will be made on 01/25/2018.

A Message from Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority

Thank you for using AutoPay. Please remember to notify us immediately if your bank or credit card
information changes so that AutoPay will continue without interruption.
The FKAA's 2016 Water Quality Report will be available at the following link beginning June 30, 2017:
https://fkaa.blob.core.windows.net/waterquality/WaterQualityReport2016.pdf.  It contains important
information about the source and quality of your drinking water.   We are pleased to announce that, once
again, our water met or surpassed all EPA standards.  If you, your employees, residents, or customers
would like an individual copy mailed, please contact Shelli Johnson at 305-296-2454.

Meter Reading Summary
Description Service

Period
# of

Days
Meter

Number
Reading

Type
Previous
Reading

Current
Reading

Total
Consumption

Water 12/04/2017-01/02/2018 29 1852778357 Actual 422256 433093 10837 Gal

Detail of Current Usage Explanation of Charges

Water gallons
12050

9640

7230

4820

2410

0
JanDecNovOctSepAugJulJunMayAprMarFebJan

Description Amount
Water base facility charge 14.40
Water usage charge 79.01
Service total $93.41

Total current charges $93.41



(QESP)10:T001:002842:001:1000: FKA-104

*6304627*

Statement Number
6304627

Account Number
533455-001570

Statement Date
02/09/2018

Current Charges
$158.54

Due Date
03/01/2018

Amount Due
$158.54

Total Due
$       158.54

Accounts not paid in full by due date will be assessed a late payment
penalty of 10% of the amount past due, with a minimum of $4.00.

FAADDFTTFFATDFDTFTAADFFADAFDDTDTTFDTTTDFDFADDDTTFAADTTTTFDAATTATD
KEY WEST, FL 33040-4021
1100 KENNEDY DRIVE
FLORIDA KEYS AQUEDUCT AUTHORITY

TADADTTFDFAFAFDDAFAAFDFAFTTFTTDDTDATDDTTFDDDTDTADFDATTAAFDADATFFT
KEY WEST, FL  33040-6609
630 DEY ST
HEIDI B GOLD
102069  133906920

Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority
1100 Kennedy Drive
Key West, FL 33040-4021

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Please detach and return bottom portion with your payment.  Please retain top portion for your records.
Please include your account number on your check and make payable to FKAA.

000000001570000000533455000000015854

Statement Number Service Address

Account Number Statement Date Due Date
6304627 630 Dey St Location Irrigation

533455-001570 02/09/2018 03/01/2018

Account Information
Previous Balance: $ 93.41
Late Charges/Nonpay Fees: 0.00
Payments: -93.41
Adjustments/Credits: 0.00
Balance Forward: $ 0.00
Current Charges: 158.54
Account Balance: $ 158.54

To avoid a late charge, payment must be received by due
date.  All past due balances are subject to disconnection.

A Message from Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority

Senior Citizen & Disabled Veteran Discounts Available
Senior Citizens or Permanently Disabled Veterans meeting the following income limits are eligible to have
their base facility water charge waived on their primary residence:

One Person Household $33,456
More Than 1 Occupant $66,912

Wastewater base facility charges will also be waived in FKAA wastewater districts.  For more information go
to fkaa.com or call 305-296-2454.

Meter Reading Summary
Description Service

Period
# of

Days
Meter

Number
Reading

Type
Previous
Reading

Current
Reading

Total
Consumption

Water 01/02/2018-02/05/2018 34 1852778357 Actual 433093 450634 17541 Gal

Detail of Current Usage Explanation of Charges

Water gallons
18050

14440

10830

7220

3610

0
FebJanDecNovOctSepAugJulJunMayAprMarFeb

Description Amount
Water base facility charge 14.40
Water usage charge 144.14
Service total $158.54

Total current charges $158.54



(QESP)10:T022:006126:001:0000: FKA-104

*6347896*

Statement Number
6347896

Account Number
533455-001570

Statement Date
03/08/2018

Previous Balance
$158.54

Current Charges
$1223.03

Due Date
03/28/2018

Total Due
$1223.03

AutoPay Amount
$1223.03

Thank you for using AutoPay. Please remember to notify us
immediately if your bank or credit card information changes so that

AutoPay will continue without interruption.

FAADDFTTFFATDFDTFTAADFFADAFDDTDTTFDTTTDFDFADDDTTFAADTTTTFDAATTATD
KEY WEST, FL 33040-4021
1100 KENNEDY DRIVE
FLORIDA KEYS AQUEDUCT AUTHORITY

DAFDDADFADFTFDDFDDDAATFDAATTATFTFDFDFTTAFTFATFDFAFTFFTFFDTTTTTTTA
KEY WEST, FL  33040-6609
630 DEY ST
HEIDI B GOLD
102069  135426230

Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority
1100 Kennedy Drive
Key West, FL 33040-4021

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Please detach and return bottom portion with your payment.  Please retain top portion for your records.
Please include your account number on your check and make payable to FKAA.

000000001570000000533455000000122303

Statement Number Service Address

Account Number Statement Date Due Date
6347896 630 Dey St Location Irrigation

533455-001570 03/08/2018 03/28/2018

Account Information
Previous Balance: $ 158.54
Late Charges/Nonpay Fees: 0.00
Payments: -158.54
Adjustments/Credits: 0.00
Balance Forward: $ 0.00
Current Charges: 1,223.03
AutoPay Amount: $ 1,223.03

AutoPay will be made on 03/28/2018.

A Message from Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority

Thank you for using AutoPay. Please remember to notify us immediately if your bank or credit card
information changes so that AutoPay will continue without interruption.
Senior Citizen & Disabled Veteran Discounts Available
Senior Citizens or Permanently Disabled Veterans meeting the following income limits are eligible to have
their base facility water charge waived on their primary residence:

One Person Household $33,456
More Than 1 Occupant $66,912

Wastewater base facility charges will also be waived in FKAA wastewater districts.  For more information go
to fkaa.com or call 305-296-2454.

Meter Reading Summary
Description Service

Period
# of

Days
Meter

Number
Reading

Type
Previous
Reading

Current
Reading

Total
Consumption

Water 02/05/2018-03/05/2018 28 1852778357 Actual 450634 560003 109369 Gal

Continued On Next Page...



(QESP)10:T022:006126:002:0000: BLK-118

Statement #: 6347896 Statement Date: 03/08/2018

Detail of Current Usage Explanation of Charges

Water gallons
110050

88040

66030

44020

22010

0
MarFebJanDecNovOctSepAugJulJunMayAprMar

Description Amount
Water base facility charge 14.40
Water usage charge 1,208.63
Service total $1,223.03

Total current charges $1,223.03



(QESP)43:T012:003393:001:0000: FKA-104

*6398890*

Statement Number
6398890

Account Number
533455-001570

Statement Date
04/04/2018

Previous Balance
$1223.03

Current Charges
$29.71

Due Date
04/24/2018

Total Due
$29.71

AutoPay Amount
$29.71

Thank you for using AutoPay. Please remember to notify us
immediately if your bank or credit card information changes so that

AutoPay will continue without interruption.

FAADDFTTFFATDFDTFTAADFFADAFDDTDTTFDTTTDFDFADDDTTFAADTTTTFDAATTATD
KEY WEST, FL 33040-4021
1100 KENNEDY DRIVE
FLORIDA KEYS AQUEDUCT AUTHORITY

TATTTDTDADAATTDTFDFATDATFAFDTTTTDDAAFDTDFTADDFTDTFDTFTATFTTDTTFAT
KEY WEST, FL  33040-6609
630 DEY ST
HEIDI B GOLD
102069  137181424

Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority
1100 Kennedy Drive
Key West, FL 33040-4021

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Please detach and return bottom portion with your payment.  Please retain top portion for your records.
Please include your account number on your check and make payable to FKAA.

000000001570000000533455000000002971

Statement Number Service Address

Account Number Statement Date Due Date
6398890 630 Dey St Location Irrigation

533455-001570 04/04/2018 04/24/2018

Account Information
Previous Balance: $ 1,223.03
Late Charges/Nonpay Fees: 0.00
Payments: -1,223.03
Adjustments/Credits: 0.00
Balance Forward: $ 0.00
Current Charges: 29.71
AutoPay Amount: $ 29.71

AutoPay will be made on 04/24/2018.

A Message from Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority

Thank you for using AutoPay. Please remember to notify us immediately if your bank or credit card
information changes so that AutoPay will continue without interruption.
Senior Citizen & Disabled Veteran Discounts Available
Senior Citizens or Permanently Disabled Veterans meeting the following income limits are eligible to have
their base facility water charge waived on their primary residence:

One Person Household $33,456
More Than 1 Occupant $66,912

Wastewater base facility charges will also be waived in FKAA wastewater districts.  For more information go
to fkaa.com or call 305-296-2454.

Meter Reading Summary
Description Service

Period
# of

Days
Meter

Number
Reading

Type
Previous
Reading

Current
Reading

Total
Consumption

Water 03/05/2018-04/02/2018 28 1852778357 Actual 560003 562534 2531 Gal

Continued On Next Page...



(QESP)43:T012:003393:002:0000: BLK-118

Statement #: 6398890 Statement Date: 04/04/2018

Detail of Current Usage Explanation of Charges

Water gallons
110050

88040

66030

44020

22010

0
AprMarFebJanDecNovOctSepAugJulJunMayApr

Description Amount
Water base facility charge 14.40
Water usage charge 15.31
Service total $29.71

Total current charges $29.71
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