
 
 

 
 

 
Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Staff Report for Item 4 

 

 

To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review 
Commission Members 

   

From:    Enid Torregrosa, MSHP 
    Historic Preservation Planner 

 

Meeting Date:  April 23, 2019 
 
Applicant: Matthew Stratton, Architect 
 
Application Number: H2019-0008 
 
Address:   #733 Poorhouse Lane 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Description of Work: 

 

Demolition of one-story side and rear additions. Demolition of front porch. Second 
Reading. 

Site Facts: 

 
The main structure in the site is a contributing resource to the historic district. Built circa 
1920, the historic one-story frame vernacular house has undergone several alterations, 
including side and rear additions and front porch roof extensions. The building and its 
additions are showing signs of deterioration due to poor maintenance. 
 
On April 23, 2019 the Commission approved design plans, demolition of non-historic 
elements, and first reading for demolition of historic additions. 
 

Ordinance Cited on Review: 
 

 Section 102-217 (3), demolition for contributing and historic structures 
     of the Land Development Regulations for the demolition of front porch and side 

addition.  
 

Staff Analysis 

 
This report is for the review of the second reading requirement for demolition of the front 
porch and side addition. The northwest side additions as well as the front porch, built more 
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than 50 years, are historic, according to the LDR’s definitions. The applicant has submitted 
drawings for new proposed replacements, which received approval from the Commission 
on April 23, 2019.  

   
It is staff’s opinion that the request for the demolition of historic portions of the building 
shall be based on the demolition criteria of Chapter 102 Section 218 of the LDR’s. The 
criteria state the following;  
 
 (a)   The historic architectural review commission shall issue a  

 certificate of appropriateness for an application for demolition: 

   

(1) If the subject of the application is a contributing or historic building 

or structure, then it should not be demolished unless its condition is 

irrevocably compromised by extreme deterioration or it does not meet 

any of the criteria of section 102-125(1) through (9). 

 

It is staff’s opinion that the existing portions of the northwest side 
addition may qualify as irreparable compromised by extreme 
deterioration. The front porch elements are structurally sound. 

 
The following is the criteria of section 102-125:   
 

1 Embodies no distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction of aesthetic or historic significance in the city and is not a 

significant and distinguishable building entity whose components may lack 

individual distinction;  

 

Staff opines that the northwest addition is not a distinguishable building entity, 
nor it exemplifies any significant architectural or any specific method of 
construction. The original form of the structure has been lost with the addition 
and the new proposed design will bring it back. The existing front porch 
columns embedded into concrete bases was not the original means of 
construction of this character-defining feature. 

 

2 Is not specifically associated with events that have made a significant 

contribution to local, state, or national history; 

 

Staff understands that no significant events have ever happened in the site that 
has contributed to local, state, or national history. 
 

3 Has no significant character, interest, or value as part of the development, 

heritage, or cultural characteristics of the city, state or nation, and is not 

associated with the life of a person significant in the past; 

 

The portions of the house in question do not have significant value as part of 
a development, heritage, or cultural record of the city.  

 
4.    Is not the site of a historic event with a significant effect upon society; 
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Staff was not able to find the house been associated to any significant event. 
 

5.  Does not exemplify the cultural, political, economic, social, or historic 

heritage of the city; 

 

The portions of the house in question are not an example of social, cultural, 
and historic heritage of the city.  

 

6.  Does not portray the environment in an era of history characterized by a 

distinctive architectural style; 

 

The portions of the house in question are not unique examples of distinctive 
architectural style. 

 

 

7.    If a part of or related to a square, park, or other distinctive area, nevertheless 

should not be developed or preserved according to a plan based on the area's 

historic, cultural, natural, or architectural motif;  

 

The house in question is not part of a park or square. 
 

8.   Does not have a unique location or singular physical characteristic which 

represents an established and familiar visual feature of its neighborhood or of 

the city, and does not exemplify the best remaining architectural type in a 

neighborhood; and  

 

The structure does not have a unique location or visual feature characteristics. 
 

9.   Has not yielded, and is not likely to yield, information important in history. 

 

The structure in question will not yield important information in history. 
 
 
It is staff’s opinion that the Commission can review the second reading request for 
demolition. If approved, this will be the last required reading for demolition 
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1912 Sanborn map 



 

 

1926 Sanborn map 
 



 

1948 Sanborn map 
 

 



 

1962 Sanborn map 
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733 Poorhouse Lane circa 1965 – Monroe County Library. 



733 POORHOUSE LANE 
 

 
 
FRONT ELEVATION 
 



 
 

 
 
EAST SIDE ELEVATION 
   



    
 
WEST SIDE ELEVATION 
   



    

 

REAR ELEVATION 



 

 

FRONT PORCH   



 
 
ROOF  
 

 
 
ROOF EXTENSION / BRACKETS AT ORIGINAL HISTORIC BUILDING 
   



 
DETERIORATED REAR SILL BEAM AT SAWTOOTH 
 

 
DETERIORATED FRONT SILL BEAM AT SIDE ADDITION 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
CONCRETE BLOCK FOUNDATIONS TYPICAL AT WEST SIDE ADDITION 



 
 

 
 
INSIDE OF DILAPIDATED SIDE ADDITION (TO BE REMOVED) 
   



 
 

 
 
WEST WALL OF ORIGINAL HISTORIC STRUCTURE TO BE EXPOSED 
WITH REMOVAL OF WEST ADDITIONS 



 
 

 
 
INSIDE OF SAWTOOTH (TO BE RESTORED) 
 



 
 
INSIDE OF REAR ADDITION (TO BE REMOVED) 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:30 p.m., April 23, 2019  at City 
Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 
RENOVATIONS TO HISTORIC HOUSE INCLUDING NEW FRONT WOODEN PORCH. 
NEW ONE-STORY ADDITION AT REAR OF HISTORIC HOUSE. NEW ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURE, NEW POOL, AND DECK. SITE IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDING ONE OFF 
STREET PARKING, PAVERS, AND FENCES. DEMOLITION OF ONE-STORY SIDE AND 
REAR ADDITIONS. DEMOLITION OF FRONT PORCH. 

#733 POORHOUSE LANE 

Applicant – Matthew Stratton, Architects    Application #H2019-0008 
 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 
call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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Monroe County, FL

The Monroe County Property Appraiser's office maintains data on property within the County solely for the purpose of fulfilling its 
responsibility to secure a just valuation for ad valorem tax purposes of all property within the County. The Monroe County Property 
Appraiser's office cannot guarantee its accuracy for any other purpose. Likewise, data provided regarding one tax year may not be 
applicable in prior or subsequent years. By requesting such data, you hereby understand and agree that the data is intended for ad valorem 
tax purposes only and should not be relied on for any other purpose. 

By continuing into this site you assert that you have read and agree to the above statement.

Parcel ID 00019380-000000

Account# 1020061

Property ID 1020061
Millage Group 10KW

Location 

Address

733 POORHOUSE Ln, KEY WEST

Legal 

Description

KW PT OF TR 5 VV-122 YY-302 H2-81 E2-491 H3-153 OR852-238/40L/E OR877-1750 

OR1102-1868 OR1332-1129/30L/E OR1677-1967/68 OR1677-1969/70 OR1677-

1971/72 OR1866-1285/87 OR2931-2055D/C OR2942-1475

(Note: Not to be used on legal documents.)

Neighborhood 6103

Property Class SINGLE FAMILY RESID (0100)
Subdivision

Sec/Twp/Rng 06/68/25

Affordable 

Housing

No

2018 2017 2016 2015

+ Market Improvement Value $94,938 $96,445 $85,730 $87,503

+ Market Misc Value $1,740 $1,740 $1,740 $1,514

+ Market Land Value $541,800 $541,800 $490,408 $552,145

= Just Market Value $638,478 $639,985 $577,878 $641,162

= Total Assessed Value $142,049 $139,128 $136,267 $135,320

- School Exempt Value ($25,500) ($25,500) ($25,500) ($25,500)

= School Taxable Value $116,549 $113,628 $110,767 $109,820

Land Use Number of Units Unit Type Frontage Depth

SFR LANE (01LN) 4,200.00 Square Foot 42 100

Code Description Sketch Area Finished Area Perimeter

FLA FLOOR LIV AREA 917 917 140

OPF OP PRCH FIN LL 90 0 46

TOTAL 1,007 917 186

Description Year Built Roll Year Quantity Units Grade

CONC PATIO 1964 1965 1 100 SF 1

CH LINK FENCE 1964 1965 1 400 SF 1

UTILITY BLDG 1974 1975 1 196 SF 1

WALL AIR COND 1984 1985 1 1 UT 2

FENCES 1984 1985 1 48 SF 2

Disclaimer

Summary

Owner

POORHOUSE PROPERTIES LLC 
618 Grinnell St

Key West FL 33040

Valuation

Land

Buildings

Building ID 1477

Style 1 STORY ELEV FOUNDATION

Building Type S.F.R. - R1 / R1

Gross Sq Ft 1007

Finished Sq Ft 917

Stories 1 Floor

Condition AVERAGE

Perimeter 140
Functional Obs 0

Economic Obs 0

Depreciation % 35

Interior Walls WALL BD/WD WAL

Exterior Walls WD FRAME

Year Built 1933

EffectiveYearBuilt 1989

Foundation WD CONC PADS

Roof Type GABLE/HIP

Roof Coverage METAL

Flooring Type SFT/HD WD

Heating Type NONE with 0% NONE
Bedrooms 2

Full Bathrooms 1

Half Bathrooms 0

Grade 400

Number of Fire Pl 0

Yard Items
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Sale Date Sale Price Instrument Instrument Number Deed Book Deed Page Sale Qualification Vacant or Improved

12/26/2018 $625,000 Warranty Deed 2200059 2942 1475 03 - Qualified Improved

2/1/2018 $0 Death Certificate 2190674 2931 2055 88 - Unqualified Improved

4/1/1982 $45 Warranty Deed 852 238 U - Unqualified Improved

Number



Date Issued



Date Completed



Amount



Permit Type

 Notes

19-0469 3/8/2019 $4,000 Residential SELECT DEMO OF INT FINISHES, EXT PAVING AND FRONT PORCH EXTENDED ROOF

17-2526 7/11/2017 12/12/2018 $0 Residential REPAIR EXISTING PORCH OVERHANG TO ROOFING WOOD AND AGING MATERIALS TO MATCH 
EXISTING PAINT FORNTO FHOUSE

03-2760 8/22/2003 12/23/2003 $100 PAINT

View Taxes for this Parcel

Sales

Permits

View Tax Info

Sketches (click to enlarge)

Photos
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Trim Notice

2018 Notices Only

No data available for the following modules:Commercial Buildings, Mobile Home Buildings, Exemptions. 

Map

TRIM Notice

Version 2.2.15

The Monroe County Property Appraiser's office maintains data on property within the County solely for the purpose of fulfilling its responsibility to 
secure a just valuation for ad valorem tax purposes of all property within the County. The Monroe County Property Appraiser's office cannot guarantee 
its accuracy for any other purpose. Likewise, data provided regarding one tax year may not be applicable in prior or subsequent years. By requesting 
such data, you hereby understand and agree that the

Last Data Upload: 4/17/2019 5:42:39 AM

Developed by
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