
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
Staff Report for Item 10 

To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Members 

From:    Kathleen McDonald, MHP 

   Historic Preservation Planner II 

 

Meeting Date:   September 24, 2019 

Applicant:   Meridian Engineering / City of Key West 

Application Number: H2019-0038 

Address:   #201 William Street 

Description of Work: 
New open structure over existing roof deck. 

Site Facts: 
The site under review was originally utilized as a shrimp processing facility after its construction 

around the year 1970. In 1993, the City acquired the site as part of the Key West Bight District 

property. Since then, the building has been through a variety of different uses, including a 

wholesale food market, a retail market, a manufacturing and distribution space, and a warehouse.  

Recently, the Waterfront Market warehouse building was part of a major development plan in 

2012 (Resolution #12-228). The development plan was proposed in order to turn a portion of the 

building into a restaurant and micro-brewery with a roof deck and approximately 18,000 square 

feet of event and retail space. The roof plan proposed as part of the major development plan 

allotted space for dining as well as approximately 630 square feet of space for a roof garden. 

The site now known as the Waterfront Brewery is not historic or contributing to the Key West 

Historic District. 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 
• Guidelines for Additions and Alterations on Contributing, Non-Contributing, and Non-

Historic Buildings and Structures (pages 37a-37k), specifically guidelines 12, 14 and 26. 
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• Guidelines for New Construction in the Historic District (pages 38a-38q), specifically 

guideline 18. 

Staff Analysis: 
A Certificate of Appropriateness is under review for the construction of a 3,640 square foot roof 

structure over the existing roof deck at the Waterfront Brewery at 201 William Street. The new 

structural system will consist of steel posts and beams, with the posts resting on the existing steel 

beams below, and the new roof covering will be a TPO membrane. With the addition of the new 

roof structure, the maximum building height will reach, but not exceed, the resolution-approved 

height of 34 feet. 

The 630 square feet of roof garden that was proposed in the roof plan as part of the major 

development plan has never been incorporated onto the roof deck. 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed roof structure is appropriate to the site and surrounding 

context. The design does not dominate neighboring properties, it has similar architectural forms 

to those found in the existing structure, and the proposed materials will work in harmony with 

those on the main building and in the urban context. 

It is also staff’s opinion that the 630 square feet of roof garden be incorporated as was approved 

in Resolution #12-228. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:30 p.m., September 24, 2019 at 

City Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 

 

NEW OPEN STRUCTURE OVER EXISTING ROOF 

DECK. 
 

#201 WILLIAM STREET 

Applicant – Meridian Engineering / City of Key West    Application #H2019-0038 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 

office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3975 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 

call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 

for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 
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