
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
Staff Report for Item 6 

To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Members 

From:    Kathleen McDonald, MHP 

   Historic Preservation Planner II 

 

Meeting Date: June 23, 2020 

 

Applicant:   Rick Milelli 

Application Number: H2020-0019 

Address:   #1305 Elizabeth Street 

Description of Work: 

New swimming pool, pool equipment and deck. 

Site Facts: 

The site under review is a lot at the Southeast corner of Elizabeth and United Streets. The 

lot contains a one-story frame vernacular residence, built circa 1906. Sanborns indicate that 

the area of the lot where this project is proposed was once a separate lot under the address 

628 United Street, which once contained a house fronting United. The property that is now 

1305 Elizabeth is listed as historic, contributing to the Key West Historic District. 

Guidelines and SOIS Cited on Review: 

• Guidelines for Decks, Patios, Hot Tubs and Pools (pages 39-40), specifically the 

preamble on page 39, as well as guidelines 3 and 6. 

• The Review Process and the Historic Architecture Guidelines (page 59). 

• Section 102-154 of the Land Development Regulations and SOIS and Guidelines, 

specifically recommendations on pages 33 and 35. 

Staff Analysis: 
The dimensions of the lot at 1305 Elizabeth Street are 105.5 feet by 44 feet, with the 105.5 feet 

being the frontage on Elizabeth Street. The proposed pool dimensions are 13 feet by 21 feet. The 



proposed deck is to be less than 30 inches off the ground, and the proposed material is Azek 

decking. The proposed pool equipment is to sit near the North corner of the deck (between the 

deck and United Street) on a concrete pad. 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines and SOIS: 
Number 6 on page 40 of the guidelines, under Decks, Patios, Hot Tubs and Pools, reads 

“Swimming pools may be built in a side or rear yard adjacent to public right-of-way only if the 

pool is located directly behind the principle structure or it is set to the rear half of the side yard.” 

The proposed location for the pool at 1305 Elizabeth Street is located to the rear half of the side 

yard, in accordance with this guideline. 

Despite meeting the above guideline, staff still finds the siting of the proposed pool to be 

inappropriate. The first paragraph under Decks, Patios, Hot Tubs and Pools on page 39 states, 

“Modern installations of decks, pools, patios and hot tubs shall be considered on a case-by-case 

basis,” and “appropriateness of such modern features shall vary according to siting, size and 

design.” Considering the historic character of the residences in the immediate area, the siting of 

the pool would be inappropriate and out of context. Guideline 3 under Decks, Patios, Hot Tubs 

and Pools, states, “Best efforts shall be made to ensure that decks, pools, hot tubs and patios are 

not visible from the elevation right-of-way by use of landscape or HARC approved fence 

screening.” While there is an existing 4-foot fence along Elizabeth and United Streets, staff still 

feels that the pool and surrounding deck will be highly visible from the right-of way on both the 

Elizabeth elevation and the United elevation. The pool would appear very prominent and 

exposed on the proposed corner lot, creating a site condition that is non-traditional for the 

surrounding streetscape. 

As page 59 of the guidelines reads, “The review process protects the qualities of site and 

structure that define a sense of history from alterations that reduce the sense of time and place.” 

The modern installation of a pool on the corner of Elizabeth and Virginia Streets, so visible from 

the public right-of-way, would greatly alter the sense of time and place of the surrounding 

historic residences and context. Page 59 also talks about how the guidelines are meant to “protect 

the local definition of place that sets an historic neighborhood apart from modern developments.” 

So, although the proposed location aligns with guideline 6 under “Decks, Patios, Hot Tubs and 

Pools,” the prominence of the proposed location on a corner lot misses the intent of the 

guidelines to maintain the district’s historic sense of place. 

Section 102-154 of the Land Development Regulations states, “The historic architectural review 

commission shall not approve any proposed work which would be in conflict with the U.S. 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic 

Buildings.” The Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines specifically recommend against 

“Introducing a new building or site feature that is out of scale or otherwise inappropriate,” (page 

33) and “Introducing a new building, streetscape or landscape feature that is out of scale or 

otherwise inappropriate to the setting’s historic character” (page 35). 

Staff finds that the proposed pool would be inappropriate within the surrounding historical 

context. 
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1926 Sanborn Map indicating what is now the property at 1305 Elizabeth Street. 

 



 

1948 Sanborn Map indicating what is now the property at 1305 Elizabeth Street. 

 



 

1962 Sanborn Map indicating what is now the property at 1305 Elizabeth Street. 
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Historic photo of the house at 1305 Elizabeth Street from 1965. 



HARC Application 1305 Elizabeth St. 

 

1. United Street Photograph: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Meridian Engineering, LLC 

HARC Application 1305 Elizabeth St. 

 

 



2. United Street Photograph: 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Prepared by Meridian Engineering, LLC 

 

HARC Application 1305 Elizabeth St. 

 

 

 



3. United Street Photograph: 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  Prepared by Meridian Engineering, LLC 

HARC Application 1305 Elizabeth St. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. Elizabeth Street Photograph: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Meridian Engineering, LLC 

HARC Application 1305 Elizabeth St. 

 

 



 

5. Elizabeth Street Photograph: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Meridian Engineering, LLC 

HARC Application 1305 Elizabeth St. 

 

 



6. Elizabeth Street Photograph: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Meridian Engineering, LLC 

HARC Application 1305 Elizabeth St. 

  



7. Elizabeth Street Photograph: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Meridian Engineering, LLC 

HARC Application 1305 Elizabeth St. 

  



8. Pool Location Photograph: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Meridian Engineering, LLC 

HARC Application 1305 Elizabeth St. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a virtual meeting at     5:00 p.m., June 23, 2020. In order to 

view the live feed of the meeting, you can tune in to Comcast channel 77, AT&T Uverse channel 99, or type this link into 

your browser: http://keywestcity.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?publish_id=1&embed=1  

The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 

NEW SWIMMING POOL, POOL EQUIPMENT AND DECK. 

 

#1305 ELIZABETH STREET 

Applicant – Rick Milelli    Application #H2020-0019 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may contact the Planning Department during regular 

office hours at 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 

call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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