
 
 

 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
Staff Report for Item 6 

 
To: Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Members 
   
From: Kathleen McDonald, MHP 
 Historic Preservation Planner II 
 
Meeting Date: September 22, 2020 
 
Applicant: William P. Horn 
 
Address: #201 William Street  

 
 

Description of Work: 
Construction of a new fire pump house. New landscape and brick replacement. 
 
Site Facts: 
The existing non-historic fire pump house, which supplies pressure to the fire suppression lines 
on the docks at the Historic Seaport, is located in the middle of the Margaret Street plaza. The 
new fire pump house being proposed is to be installed in a different location near the Caroline 
Street parking lot.  
 
Guidelines Cited on Review: 

• Guidelines for New Construction in the Historic District (pages 38a-38q), specifically 
guidelines 1, 2, 11, 18 and 22. 

 
Staff Analysis: 
The Certificate of Appropriateness under review proposes the construction of a new fire pump 
house on a landscape island near the Caroline Street parking lot. The proposed pump house will 
be a concrete structure with a gable roof. The structure will have stucco lap siding, the roof will 
be covered with standing seam metal, and there will be louver vents on the structure for active 
ventilation of the space. The structure will also be elevated and will be landscaped. The 
maximum height of the structure will be 14 feet 3 inches. 
 
In place of the existing fire pump house that is proposed to be demolished, this application also 
proposes brick infill to match existing pavers in the area. 
 
Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 



 
 
 
 

Staff finds this proposal to be consistent with the cited guidelines for new construction. The 
design is compatible with the size, scale, material and character of the district, will not 
overshadow any nearby historic properties, and maintains continuity of character of the area. 
Based on its proposed use, the structure is of an appropriate scale in relation to adjacent 
structures. The roof form, as well as the proposed materials, echo those used on other buildings 
throughout the historic district. 
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1962 Sanborn with approximate area of proposed work indicated in red. 
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Historic photo of the Bight from 1960 with approximate location of existing fire pump house 
indicated in red. The pump house was not yet built in 1960. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a virtual meeting at     5:00 p.m., September 22, 2020. In 
order to view the live feed of the meeting, you can tune in to Comcast channel 77, AT&T Uverse channel 99, or type this 
link into your browser: http://keywestcity.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?publish_id=1&embed=1  
The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 

CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW FIRE PUMP HOUSE. NEW LANDSCAPE 
AND BRICK REPLACEMENT. DEMOLITION OF EXISTING NON-

HISTORIC FIRE PUMP HOUSE. 
 

#201 WILLIAM STREET 

Applicant – William P. Horn 
 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may contact the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
 
ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 
call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 
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