
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
Staff Report for Item 5 

 

To: Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Members 

   

From: Kathleen McDonald, MHP 

 Historic Preservation Planner II 

 

Meeting Date: April 28, 2021 

 

Applicant: Mark A. Schneider 

 

Address: #807 Virginia Street  

 

 

Description of Work: 
Replace front deck with composite material and maintain wood railings. 

 

Site Facts: 
The site under review is located at 807 Virginia Street. According to our survey, the primary 

structure at 807 Virginia is historic and contributing to the historic district, with a year built circa 

1930s. At the front of the house facing Virginia Street, there is currently a wood deck with 

railings, which is not original to the house. The deck was not present in the historic 1965 photo, 

but it was built some time before the current owner bought the house in 1991. 

 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 
• Guidelines for Entrances, Porches and Doors (pages 32-33), specifically guidelines 3 and 

5. 

• Guidelines for Decks, Patios, Hot Tubs and Pools (pages 39-40), specifically guideline 1. 

 

Staff Analysis: 
The Certificate of Appropriateness under review proposes replacing a wooden front deck with 

TREX composite material. The application also proposes replacing the wooden railing around 

the deck with wood to match the existing. 

 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
Staff finds that the proposed replacement of wood decking with composite material is not 

consistent with the cited guidelines for Entrances, Porches and Doors. Guidelines 3 and 5 under 

Entrances, Porches and Doors both specify that replacement materials used to repair any 

entryway elements must match the original fabric. In this case, the original fabric is wood, and 

replacing with composite material would be contrary to the guidelines, especially since the deck 



 

 

 

 

is on the front elevation. However, staff does find that the proposal to replace the current wood 

railings with new wood railings to match the existing would be consistent with the guidelines. 

 

Staff would like to note that this is a particular case of existing nonconformity, as a deck on the 

front elevation of a historic house would not be permitted by today’s HARC guidelines for 

Decks, Patios, Hot Tubs and Pools (specifically guideline 1). Staff would also like to note that an 

alternate option of putting a roof structure over the deck, in order to decrease the Southern 

exposure from the sun, would be inconsistent with the HARC guidelines, as it would be creating 

a porch that did not exist historically on the front of a historic house. 
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1948 Sanborn with the property at 807 Virginia Street indicated in red. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 1962 Sanborn with the property at 1311 Eliza Street indicated in red. 
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Historic photo of 807 Virginia Street from 1965. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 1. 

Owner: The Mark A. Schneider Revocable Trust 

Address: 807 Virginia Street, Key West, FL 

View: From Virginia Street. South looking towards North. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 2. 

Owner: The Mark A. Schneider Revocable Trust 

Address: 807 Virginia Street, Key West, FL 

View: Inside the deck area. Southwest looking towards the Northeast. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 3. 

Owner: The Mark A. Schneider Revocable Trust 

Address: 807 Virginia Street, Key West, FL 

View: Inside the deck area. Southwest looking towards the Northeast. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4. 

Owner: The Mark A. Schneider Revocable Trust 

Address: 807 Virginia Street, Key West, FL 

View: Inside the deck area. Close up of deck splitting. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 5. 

Owner: The Mark A. Schneider Revocable Trust 

Address: 807 Virginia Street, Key West, FL 

View: Inside the deck area. Close up of splitting and sap coming from wood at front door. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., April 28, 2021 at City 

Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. In order to view the live feed of the meeting, you can tune in to Comcast 

channel 77, AT&T Uverse channel 99, or type this link into your browser: 

http://keywestcity.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?publish_id=1&embed=1     If you wish to participate virtually, please 

contact HARC staff at 305-809-3975. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 

 

REPLACE FRONT DECK WITH COMPOSITE MATERIAL AND 

MAINTAIN WOOD RAILINGS. 
 

#807 VIRGINIA STREET 

Applicant – Mark A. Schneider    Application #H2021-0010 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 

office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3975 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 

call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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