
 
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 Staff Report for Item 10 
 

To:  Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review  
Commission Members 
 

From:    Enid Torregrosa-Silva, MSHP 
   Historic Preservation Planner  
 
Meeting Date:  April 28, 2021 

Applicant:   Gary Burchfield, Contractor 

Application Number:  H2021-0016 

Address:   1108 Petronia Street 

Description of Work: 
New stairs, guardrails, and fixed frame roof for egress to second floor. 

Site Facts: 
The building under review is a contributing structure to the historic district. The two-story frame 
house was built circa 1926 and unfortunately the front porch on both stories was partially enclosed 
at some time. Wooden exterior staircase was added on the northeast side of the house around 1983.  
The property used to have a carport where the exterior stairs are located.  In January 21, 2021 the 
Planning Board approved a resolution for maximum building coverage and side yard setback 
variances for this proposed project.  

SOIS and Guidelines Cited on Review: 
• US Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Pages 16-23) Specifically 

guidelines 3, 9 and 10. 
• Decorative Elements and Details (page 24), specifically guideline 1. 
• Entrances, Porches and Doors (pages 32-33), specifically guideline 16 
• Additions and Alterations (pages 37a- 37k), specifically guidelines 3, 11, 16 and 19. 
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Staff Analysis: 

The Certificate of Appropriateness under review proposes the reconstruction of existing wood 
exterior stairs to meet current code. A new shed roof that will cover the entire entry deck is also 
proposed as currently an aluminum clamshell awning covers half of the entry deck. The entry deck 
is setback approximately two feet from the front elevation. 

Turned spindle railings and gingerbread are proposed for the new staircase. Metal V-crimp is 
proposed as the roof finish material. 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
It is staff’s opinion that, although visible from Petronia Street, the new shed roof is an appropriate 
design solution than the existing aluminum awning.  Nevertheless, staff finds the proposed turned 
railings and gingerbread to be contrary to cited regulations. The stairs are not historic nor an 
original part of the contributing building and the use of details that mimic historic traditional 
elements can give a false sense of history. Simpler railings and removal of gingerbread cutouts is 
recommended. 
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1108 Petronia Street circa 1965. Monroe County Library. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., April 28, 2021 at City 
Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. In order to view the live feed of the meeting, you can tune in to Comcast 
channel 77, AT&T Uverse channel 99, or type this link into your browser: http://keywestcity.granicus.com/MediaPlayer 
If you wish to participate virtually, please contact HARC staff at 305-809-3973. The purpose of the hearing will be to 
consider a request for: 

NEW STAIRS, GUARDRAILS, AND FIXED FRAME ROOF FOR 
EGRESS TO SECOND FLOOR. DEMOLITION OF NON-
HISTORIC STAIRS AND CLAMSHELL AWNING. 

 

#1108 PETRONIA STREET 

Applicant – Gary Burchfield    Application #H2021-0016 
If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 
office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3973 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 

THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 
ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 
call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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