
 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: June 30, 2021   
 
RE: 411 Caroline Street (permit application # T2021-0160) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (3) Strangler Fig 
and (1) Woman’s Tongue tree. A site inspection was done and 
documented the following: 
 

  Tree Species: Strangler Fig (Ficus aurea) 

 
 
 

 
 
                           Photo showing location of Strangler Fig trees #1 and #2, view 1. 

Tree #1 Tree #2 



 
 
Tree #1 

 

Photo showing 

location of 

Strangler Fig 

trees #1 and 

#2, view 2. 

Tree #1 Tree #2 

Photo 
showing 
base of tree 



 
 

Photo showing whole tree. 



 
 

Photo showing base of tree and multiple trunks. 



 
 

 

Photo showing 
base and trunks 
of tree in relation 
to existing wire 
fence, view 1. 

Photo showing 
canopy of tree 
and utility lines, 
view 1. 



 

Photo showing base and trunks of tree in relation to existing wire fence, view 2. 
 



 
                                        
Diameter: 27.7” total (multi-trunked)  
Location: 50% (canopy in utility lines, trunk structure close to property line 
and existing fence-existing wire fence to be removed and wooden picket 
fence to be installed.)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (fair to poor-multiple trunks that will become included bark 
and codominant trunks as tree grows)   
Total Average Value = 66%  
Value x Diameter = 18.2 replacement caliper inches 
 

Photo of canopy of 
tree, view 2. 



Tree #2 

 

Photo of tree showing location near utility pole and lines. 



 

Photo of whole tree. 



 
 

 

Photo showing tree 
canopy and utility 
lines/pole. 

Photo showing tree trunks and 
existing fence.  Wire fence is 
proposed to be removed and 
new picket fence installed. 



 

Photo showing base of tree and trunks. 



 
 

Diameter: 21.9”  total (multi-trunked)  
Location: 40% (canopy in utility lines and pole, trunk structure close to 
property line and existing fence-existing wire fence to be removed and 
wooden picket fence to be installed.)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (fair health, poor structure-wrong tree, wrong place)  
Total Average Value = 63%  
Value x Diameter =  13.7”replacement caliper inches 

Photo of tree trunks 
and canopy. 



 
 

 
 

Two photos 
showing area 
where Strangler 
Fig #3 and 
Woman’s 
tongue tree are 
located near 
Telegraph Lane 
boundary of 
property. 

Strangler Fig #3 

Almond 

Woman’s Tongue 

Woman’s Tongue Strangler Fig #3 



Tree #3 

 

Photo showing whole Strangler Fig tree, view 1.  Note most of canopy in photos 
is from Woman’s Tongue tree. 



 

Photo of whole tree, view 2. Note most of canopy in this photo is from Almond tree. 



 
 

 

Photo showing 
canopy of tree, 
view 1.  Most 
of the canopy 
in this photo is 
from Woman’s 
tongue and 
Almond trees. 

Photo showing 
base and trunk 
of tree, view 1. 



 

Photo showing base and trunk of tree, view 2.  



 

Photo showing base and trunk of tree, view 3.  
 



 

Photo showing trunk and canopy of tree, view 1. 



 

Photo showing trunk and canopy of tree, view 2. 
 



 

Closeup photo of trunk canopy branch juncture area. 



 

Photo showing base of tree, trunk and some canopy. In the background of this photo is 
the Almond tree to the left and the Woman’s tongue tree to the right. 



 
 

 

Photo of canopy 
branches, view 
1.  

Photo of canopy 
branches, view 
2. 



 
 
Diameter: 28.9”  
Location: 40% (growing in concrete and asphalt under adjacent tree 
canopies)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 40% (poor, canopy one sided due to adjacent Almond and 
Woman’s tongue tree canopies, root system compromised due to concrete 
slab on one side-lots of surface roots, root system also damaged, trunk and 
canopy branches with decay-poor structure.)   
Total Average Value = 60%  
Value x Diameter = 17.3 replacement caliper inches 
 

Close up photo of trunk. 



Tree Species: Woman’s Tongue (Albizia lebbeck) 
 

        

Almond tree Photo of whole tree. 

Young Woman’s 
Tongue tree-NPR 



 

Photo showing base of tree and trunk with strong growth lean. 



 
 

 

Photo of base 
of tree, view 1. 

Photo of base 
of tree, view 2. 



 
 

 

Photo of base 
of tree, view 
3. 

Photo of 
tree 
canopy, 
view 1. 



 
 

 

Photo of 
tree trunk 
and canopy 
from 
Telegraph 
Lane. 

Photo of 
tree 
canopy, 
view 2.  



 
 

 

 

 

 
Diameter: 26.7” – 24” = 2.7”  
Location: 40% (growing in asphalt close to property line, base and canopy 
of tree in utility lines and power pole with a primary root at power pole)   
Species: 0% (on not protected tree list)  
Condition: 60% (fair-heavy growth lean)   
Total Average Value = 33%  
Value x Diameter = 0.8 replacement caliper inches 
 

 
Total of replacement requirements if all trees approved for removal: 
50 caliper inches. 
 
 
 
Below are additional photos of the property 
 

Photo showing base of tree and primary root in relation to utility pole. 



Almond tree along side property line is 23.5” dbh 
 

 

                                                    

Two photos showing almond tree 
trunks and location of tree. 



Photos of rest of property: 

 
 

 

Standing in the  
interior of the 
property 
looking toward 
the entrance of 
the parking lot-
Caroline Street. 

Standing in  
the interior of 
the property 
looking 
toward the 
southwest 
toward 
Whitehead 
Street. 



 
 

 

Standing in  
the interior of 
the property 
looking 
toward the 
northwest 
toward 
Whitehead 
Street. 
 

Standing in  
the interior of 
the property 
looking 
toward the 
north. 
 



 
 

 

Standing in  
the interior of 
the property 
looking toward 
the northeast 
toward 
Telegraph 
Lane. 

Standing in  
the interior of 
the property 
looking 
toward the 
east toward 
Telegraph 
Lane. 
 



 
 

 

Standing in  the 
interior of the 
property 
looking toward 
the southeast 
toward 
Telegraph 
Lane. 
 

Standing on 
Telegraph 
Lane looking 
at Eastern 
property line 
area. 



 

 

Application 

 

 

 














