
 STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: June 30, 2021   
 
RE: 1506 Catherine Street (permit application # T2021-0161) 
 
FROM:  Karen DeMaria, City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager  
 
An application was received requesting the removal of (1) Laurel Fig, (1) 
Gumbo limbo, and (1)Strangler Fig. A site inspection was done and 
documented the following: 
 
 

 

Photo showing location of trees along eastern property line. 



 
 

 

Photo showing 

location of 

trees as seen 

from Catherine 

Street.  

Photo of tree 

canopies, 

view 1. 



 

Photo showing tree trunks and location of trees along property line.  

Laurel Fig 

Gumbo limbo 

Laurel Fig-NPR 

dead branch 



 
 

 

Photo of tree 

canopies, view 2. 

Photo of base and trunk of 

Laurel Fig and Gumbo Limbo 

trees. 



 

Photo of tree canopies, view 3. 



 

Photo of tree canopies, view 4. 



 
 

 

Photo of tree 

canopies with 

a close up of 

main Gumbo 

Limbo branch 

with decay, 

view 1. 

Photo of tree 

canopies with 

a close up of 

main Gumbo 

Limbo branch 

with decay, 

view 2. 

 



 

Close up photo of Fig tree trunks growing against each other.  Gumbo limbo main branch/trunk 

in back ground. On the lower left side of this photo is the canopy of Strangler Fig tree.  



 

Photo showing base and trunks of trees. 

Strangler Fig 



 

Photo showing trunks of trees. 



 
 

 

Two photos 

showing base 

of trees and 

root systems.  



 
 

 

Photo 

showing 

main 

branches of 

Laurel Fig 

and Gumbo 

Limbo. 

Photo 

showing 

canopy of 

trees and 

electric 

service to 

house. 



 
 

Tree Species: Laurel Fig (Ficus microcarpa) 
Diameter: 27.7” - 24” = 3.7”  
Location: 50% (growing/merging with gumbo limbo tree close to property 
line, some canopy impacts to utility lines to house)   
Species: 0% (on not protected tree list)  
Condition: 60% (fair-multi trunked with legs enveloping gumbo limbo)   
Total Average Value = 36%  
Value x Diameter = 1.3 replacement caliper inches 

Photo showing location 

of strangler fig tree 

behind Gumbo Limbo. 



Tree Species: Gumbo limbo (Bursera simaruba) 
Diameter: 19.1”  
Location: 50% (growing/merging with Laurel Fig tree close to property line, 
some canopy impacts to utility lines to house)    
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 50% (fair to poor, lopsided canopy toward house, decay in main 
branches, surface roots)   
Total Average Value = 66%  
Value x Diameter = 12.6 replacement caliper inches 
 
Tree Species: Strangler Fig (Ficus aurea) 
Diameter: 6.3”  
Location: 30% (growing behind Gumbo Limbo tree in its roots system at 

property line.)   
Species: 100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 60% (fair-young tree)   
Total Average Value = 63%  
Value x Diameter = 3.9 replacement caliper inches 
 
 
Total required replacements if all removals approved = 17.8” 
 
Additional Laurel Tree being removed (no permit required):  

                                                      

Photo showing 

Laurel tree by 

front door. 



 

 

Application 

 

 

 






