
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
Staff Report for Item 12 

 

To: Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Members 

   

From: Kathleen McDonald, MHP 

 Historic Preservation Planner II 

 

Meeting Date: July 28, 2021 

 

Applicant: Wayne LaRue Smith 

 

Address: #821 Duval Street  

 

 

Description of Work: 
Replacement of doors and windows and addition of craftsman style columns on front elevation. 

 

Site Facts: 
The site under review is located at 821 Duval Street. According to our survey, the structure on 

site is historic and contributing, with a year built circa 1889. While the Sanborn maps indicate 

that the building was historically used as a dwelling unit, it is now utilized by the Little Room 

Jazz Club. The front façade of the building has been heavily altered over time, as evidenced by a 

photograph from 1965. 

 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 
• Guidelines for Windows (page 29), specifically guideline 3. 

• Guidelines for Entrances, Porches, Doors and Exterior Staircases (page 32), specifically 

guidelines 3, 7, 9 and 16. 

 

Staff Analysis: 
The Certificate of Appropriateness under review proposes façade changes at 821 Duval Street. 

The existing fixed glass windows are proposed to be replaced with inswing wood casement 

windows. The existing glass front door is proposed to be replaced with a craftsman style 

mahogany front-paneled door. 

 

This application also proposes to partially reinstate 4 craftsman style tapered wood columns, 

which were part of the front façade historically. It is likely that the tops of the historic tapered 

columns were removed when the front porch of the building was enclosed, but the bases of the 

columns remain. The new columns will not be full, structural columns, but only partial ¾ or ½ 

columns. 



 

 

 

 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
Staff finds the proposed façade changes to be consistent with the guidelines. 

 

The original front façade disappeared at the point in time when the front porch was enclosed. 

The window openings that currently exist on the front façade are therefore not original window 

openings. However, staff find the proposed inswing wood casement windows will be more 

compatible with the historic building in configuration, material and design than the existing fixed 

display windows. Staff also find that the proposed wood craftsman style door will be more 

appropriate to the style of the historic building than the existing glass front door. 

 

821 Duval Street historically had a porch with 4 tapered wood columns, as evidenced by the 

photo from 1965. When the porch was enclosed, the tops of the columns were removed, but the 

bases were left in place. Staff finds that the proposal to partially reinstate the columns will allude 

to the historic look of the front façade. The HARC guidelines support reconstruction of porch 

elements that is done to match the original as closely as possible. Because full columns cannot be 

reconstructed due to the past enclosure of the porch, partial ¾ and ½ columns are as close as 

possible to the historic front façade. Staff finds this to be an appropriate solution that will bring 

back proportion and rhythm to the front of the historic building.   
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1889 Sanborn with the property at 821 (208) Duval Street indicated in red.  



 

 

 

 

 
1892 Sanborn with the property at 821 (208) Duval Street indicated in red.  



 

 

 

 

 
1899 Sanborn with the property at 821 Duval Street indicated in red. 



 

 

 

 

 
1912 Sanborn with the property at 821 Duval Street indicated in red. 



 

 

 

 

 
1926 Sanborn with the property at 821 Duval Street indicated in red. 



 

 

 

 

 
1948 Sanborn with the property at 821 Duval Street indicated in red. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
1962 Sanborn with the property at 821 Duval Street indicated in red. 
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1965 photo of the building at 821 Duval Street. The porch has since been enclosed and the tops 

of the columns removed. 



 

 

 

 

 
821 Duval Street view today. 



 

 

 

 

 
Duval Street View 1. 



 

 

 

 

 
Duval Street View 2. 



 

 

 

 

 
Fixed Display Windows. 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., July 28, 2021 at City 

Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. In order to view the live feed of the meeting, you can tune in to Comcast 

channel 77, AT&T Uverse channel 99, or type this link into your browser: 

http://keywestcity.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?publish_id=1&embed=1     If you wish to participate virtually, please 

contact HARC staff at 305-809-3975. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 

REPLACEMENT OF DOORS AND WINDOWS AND ADDITION OF 

CCRAFTSMAN STYLE COLUMNS ON FRONT ELEVATION. 
 

#821 DUVAL STREET 

Applicant – Wayne LaRue Smith    Application #H2021-0033 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 

office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3975 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 

call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 
for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y

 A
P

P
R

A
IS

E
R

 IN
F

O
R

M
A

T
IO

N
 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 




