
 
 

Historic Architectural Review Commission 
Staff Report for Item 17 

 

To: Chairman Bryan Green and Historic Architectural Review Commission 

Members 

   

From: Kathleen McDonald, MHP 

 Historic Preservation Planner II 

 

Meeting Date: August 24, 2021 

 

Applicant: Brett Tyler Smith 

 

Address: #816 Ashe Street  

 

 

Description of Work: 
Renovations to historic house. Construction of sawtooth roof over existing non-historic one-story 

addition at the rear. Relocate rear exterior wall inwards to create a covered porch. 

 

Site Facts: 
The site under review is located at 816 Ashe Street. According to our survey, the two-story frame 

vernacular structure on site is historic and contributing, with a year built circa 1906. A one-story 

rear addition appears on Sanborn maps as far back as 1912. The existing one-story shed roof 

addition at the rear of the main structure appears to have replaced the previous rear addition, as 

the footprint has changed and expanded. Staff has made the determination that the existing rear 

addition is not historic or contributing. 

 

Guidelines Cited on Review: 
• Guidelines for Roofing (page 26), specifically guidelines 3 and 4. 

• Guidelines for Entrances, Porches ad Doors (pages 32-33), specifically guidelines 3, 5, 7 

and 16. 

• Guidelines for Additions and Alterations to Contributing, Non-Contributing and Non-

Historic Buildings and Structures (pages 37a-37k), specifically guidelines 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 

11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 19, 20, 22, 25, 26, 29, 30 and 32. 

• Guidelines for Decks, Patios, Hot Tubs, Spas, Pools and Related Equipment (page 39a). 

 

Staff Analysis: 
The Certificate of Appropriateness under review proposes construction of a sawtooth roof over 

an existing, non-historic, one-story, shed roof addition at the rear of 816 Ashe Street. This 

application also proposes the inward relocation of the rear exterior wall of the non-historic 

addition, in order to create a covered porch. Renovations to the house, as well as a new pool, 

deck, and site improvements are also included in this application. 

 



 

 

 

 

The new roof over the rear addition will be a sawtooth with 5v-crimp to replace the existing shed 

roof. The pitch of the new sawtooth will be 8 over 12 to match the existing historic house. The 

rear wall of the non-historic addition is to be relocated inwards to create a covered porch. 

Columns will provide support for the existing shed roof over the new porch area. 

 

Any new siding is proposed to be wood to match existing, and all new windows and doors on the 

rear addition are proposed to be wood. Replacements of non-historic fenestration on the main 

house are also to be wood. The existing quarry tile front porch on the historic house is proposed 

to be replaced with wood decking. An existing safety rail on the second floor of the front porch 

is proposed to be removed. 

 

A new deck and pool are proposed at the rear of the house. The pool is to be 6-feet by 16-feet, 

and the necessary pool equipment is to be located on the west elevation of the new addition. 

 

Consistency with Cited Guidelines: 
Staff finds the proposed renovations to be consistent with the guidelines. 

 

The proposed sawtooth roof over the existing rear addition would be visually compatible with 

and more appropriate to the historic context. The proposed addition of the sawtooth, relocation of 

the rear wall, and renovations throughout the structure would not require any changes to the 

character defining features of the historic main house. The proposed design and renovations 

would not impair any character defining features of the historic main house, and the existing rear 

additions are not historic. 

 

The new sawtooth roof is proposed at the rear, would not be publicly visible, would not dominate 

any surrounding historic structures, and would be attached over a non-historic addition. The size 

and scale of the sawtooth roof addition will also be limited in relation to the historic house, and it 

will be much lower in height than the ridgeline of the historic main house. The proposed form 

and massing of the new roof is appropriate in relation to the main building and its surrounding 

historic context. The existing shed roof addition to be altered by the addition of the new sawtooth 

is not considered to be contributing. 

 

The new fenestration proposed on the rear addition is compatible with the proportion and rhythm 

of the existing building. Proposed materials would not stand out from the surrounding historic 

structures and will be harmonious with the existing structures on site.  

 

The proposed renovations meet the cited guidelines for Additions and Alterations, and the 

proposed changes to the two-story front porch also meet the cited guidelines for Entrances, 

Porches and Doors. 

 

The proposed deck and pool also meet the cited guidelines for Decks, Patios, Hot Tubs, Spas, 

Pools and Related Equipment. 

 

Proposed removal of portions of the non-historic rear additions aligns with guideline 32 under 

Additions and Alterations. 
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1912 Sanborn with the property at 816 Ashe Street indicated in red. 



 

 

 

 

 
1926 Sanborn with the property at 816 Ashe Street indicated in red. 



 

 

 

 

 
1948 Sanborn with the property at 816 Ashe Street indicated in red. 



 

 

 

 

 
1962 Sanborn with the property at 816 Ashe Street indicated in red. 
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1965 photo of the house at 816 Ashe Street. 



 

 

 

 

 
Street View 



 

 

 

 

 
View Looking Toward Back of House 



 

 

 

 

 
View of Back of House 



 

 

 

 

 
Street View of House Directly to the South 



 

 

 

 

 
Neighbor Directly to the West Overlooking Rear Yard 



 

 

 

 

 
Street View of Neighbor Directly to the North 



 

 

 

 

 
Streetscape to the North 



 

 

 

 

 
Street View of House Across Street with Sawtooth and Shed 
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The Historic Architectural Review Commission will hold a public meeting at     5:00 p.m., August 24, 2021 at City 

Hall, 1300 White Street, Key West, Florida. In order to view the live feed of the meeting, you can tune in to Comcast 

channel 77, AT&T Uverse channel 99, or type this link into your browser: 

http://keywestcity.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?publish_id=1&embed=1     If you wish to participate virtually, please 

contact HARC staff at 305-809-3975. The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a request for: 
 

RENOVATIONS TO HISTORIC HOUSE. CONSTRUCTION OF SAWTOOTH 

ROOF OVER EXISTING NON-HISTORIC ONE-STORY ADDITION AT THE 

REAR. RELOCATE REAR EXTERIOR WALL INWARDS TO CREATE A 

COVERED PORCH. DEMOLITION OF APPROXIMATELY 180 SQUARE FEET 

OF NON-HISTORIC ADDITIONS. 
 

#816 ASHE STREET 

Applicant – Brett Tyler Smith      Application #H2021-0044 
 

If you wish to see the application or have any questions, you may visit the Planning Department during regular 

office hours at 1300 White Street, call 305-809-3975 or visit our website at www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov. 
THIS NOTICE CAN NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE SITE UNTIL HARC FINAL DETERMINATION 

 

ADA ASSISTANCE: It is the policy of the City of Key West to comply with all requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Please 

call the TTY number at 800-955-8771 or 800-955-8770 (Voice) or the ADA Coordinator at 305-809-3811 at least five business days in advance 

for sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or materials in accessible format. 

http://www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov/
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