
Historic Architectural Review Commission 
 

Staff Report 
Item 5 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Meeting Date:  July 23, 2013 
 
Applicant:   Deborah J. and William V. Romano- Owners 
 
Application Number: H13-01-404 
 
Address:   #1012 Southard Street 
   
Description of Work: Restore original roof slope to rear of historic front structure 

by removing shed slope. Add two small dormers on front 
for aesthetics. Remove rear shed roof addition and replace 
with gable roof as of historic front structure. Replace center 
connecting flat roof with cross gable roof to eliminate low 
ceiling. Maintain existing footprint of structures.   

 
Building Facts: The house is listed as a contributing resource. The one story 

frame vernacular house was built circa 1899. The main house 
has attached on the back an addition with a shed roof. The 
main house has a side gable roof, while the back additions 
have shed roofs. Although the house is non-conforming the 
applicant has submitted an appraisal of the building; no 66% 
variances will be required for this proposal. The property 
has two recognized units. 

 
Guidelines Cited in 
Review: Guidelines for Roofing (page 26), specific last sentence of 

first paragraph and guideline 4. 
 

HARC Guidelines: Additions, Alterations and new 
construction (pages 36-38a), specifically guidelines 1 and 3 of 
page 37. 
 
Outbuildings: Carports (pages 40-41), specifically guideline 
5. 
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Staff Analysis 
 
On April 9, 2013 the Commission postponed the review for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness that requested changes in the form and configuration of the main 
house roof and as well as the back addition roofs. After the meeting the applicant had 
work with their designer and staff and had submitted revised plans which are under 
consideration. 
 
The proposed two front dormers had been removed from the plans. The applicant 
now proposes changing the pitch of the back potion of the main roof to create a 
symmetrical gable roof. The applicant has submitted evidence that the back portion of 
the roof was altered at some point to accommodate an addition under the main roof; 
an exterior wall with its siding can be observed inside of the house. 
 
The plan also proposes the construction of two sawtooth roofs under the two existing 
additions. Both roofs will be lower in height than the main roof. The plans also 
include a new façade on the west façade of the first sawtooth, and a new back porch 
with new glass doors. 
 
Although the application does not include a new carport it was included in the site 
plan. The new proposed carport will be visible from the street, which is contrary to 
the guidelines. 
 

 
Consistency with Guidelines 

 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed plans are consistent with the guidelines with the 
exception of the new proposed carport. The applicant has proved that the existing 
main roof was altered at some point in time and that the new proposed pitch may 
have been the historic configuration of the roof. 
 
Staffs recommends to the Commission that the new proposed carport should not be 
include as part of an approval, if plans are approved, since it was not in the original 
application and still does not meet the guidelines for outbuildings. 
 

 
 
 
 





















































 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Previously Proposed Plans  
Postponed April 9, 2013 

 
 

 

 

 

 


























































