
Keys Citizen - 05/09/2026 Page : A01

May 11, 2026 8:04 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

KATRINA NICHOLS
Keys Citizen

Laura Wright has 
learned that raising 
kids in Key West means 
giving them room to 
roam, grow and become 
independent.

While her daughter 
is preparing for college 
and her son is building 
his own path through 
sports and high school, 
Wright is reflecting on 
what it has meant to raise 
a family surrounded by 
ocean, community and 
the uniquely laid-back 
rhythm of island life.
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ASHLEY RODRIGUEZ
Keys Citizen

Elisa Levy asks how she 
ended up so lucky with 
a more than fulfilling 
life, whether it’s her 
distinguished career in 
global conflict resolution, 

her escape to the island 
life, finding her forever 
partner by chance, or 
having a daughter who 
has opened up her heart 
in ways she would have 
never imagined.

STAFF REPORT

A Key West couple filed 
a federal lawsuit Thursday 
against the City of Key West 

for selectively enforcing 
regulations against residents 
who painted fence pickets 
in rainbow colors to protest 
the city’s removal of its Duval 
Street rainbow crosswalks.

The plaintiffs are 
represented by the ACLU of 
Florida, Reid Levin PLLC, and 
The Smith Law Firm.

Installed in 2015 as a 

symbol of inclusion for the 
city’s LGBTQ+ community, 
the rainbow crosswalks were 
among several removed in 
Florida last year after the 
DeSantis administration 
threatened local governments 
with financial penalties if they 
did not remove them.

Following the removal, 
Coley Sohn and 

Linda Bagley-Sohn painted 
12 of the pickets on their 
home’s fence in rainbow 
colors and inspired many 
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CAYO CONCH

“The moment a child is born, 
the mother is also born. 

She never existed before. 
The woman existed, but the 
mother, never. A mother is 

something absolutely new.” 
— Osho

INSIDE ON THE RADIO

News: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 
noon, 5 & 6 p.m.

Evening Edition 
5-5:30 p.m.

Weekend Edition

Rear Admiral Jeff Randall with The 
Joint Interagency Task Force in Key West 
is Joe’s guest co-host.

Also,
■ Captain Adam Garrison, FWC
■ Jim Mooney, State Representative
■ Danise DeeDee Henriquez, 

Key West Mayor
■ Steve Williams, Marathon City 

Manager
■ Julie Brown, Spokeswoman, FDOT
■ Captain Josh Empen, Commander, 

Coast Guard Sector Key West
■ Captain Scat, Conch Republic 

Marine Army
Evening Edition,
■ Craig Cates, Monroe County 

Commisioner
■ Katrina Nichols, Keys Citizen
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Mothers of 
Olden Days, 
A10

Photos of the Week, 
A12

Local couple, ACLU sue City of Key West
Bagley-Sohn 
family claim city 
violated their First 
Amendment rights

ROB O’NEAL/KEYS CITIZEN

The city ordered the Sohns to 
paint their rainbow picket fence 
white, or be fined.

More SUE   |   A8

Mother, wife, consultant, volunteer 
finds peace in island life

PHOTO BY PETER GREEN

Elisa Levy, right, with daughter Natalia Green.

KATRINA NICHOLS
Keys Citizen

Key West city commissioners 
on May 7 heard public comment 

on the most recent grand jury 
report before spending about 45 
minutes discussing the findings 
with input from the city attorney 
and city manager.

The discussion ended 
with a plan to bring specific 
recommendations to the next 
meeting for a formal vote.

The agenda item focused 

on the findings of the second 
Monroe County grand jury report 
issued within the past year. The 
report said the city has made 
progress but still faces structural 
and procedural problems in its 
planning, building and code 
enforcement systems.

Jurors cited concerns with the 
city’s organizational structure, 

confusing land development 
regulations and the handling of 
Planning Board and variance 
applications. Among the 
recommendations were the 
creation of citizen-led committees 
to review staffing and building 
regulations.

Commissioners discussed 
the findings with City Attorney 

Mayanne Downs, who said many 
of the recommendations either 
conflict with state law or are 
already required under the city 
charter and state statutes.

Commissioners reached a 
consensus to track progress on 

Key West city commissioners discuss grand jury report
Specific plan coming 
in response to jury 
recommendations
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Local mom 
reflects on family, 
freedom and 
community

PHOTO BY NICK WRIGHT

Laura Wright hugs her kids, Brady, 16, and Tess, 18, during a recent trip to Costa Rica.

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

More WRIGHT   |   A9

YourHealth.
Your Community.
Your Vascular Specialists.

305.674.CARE www.msmc.com
Edward Andraos, MD

Associate Chief of Vascular Surgery Joseph Titano, MD
Vascular Specialist
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actionable items using 
a formalized template. 
Commissioner Sam 
Kaufman said he would 
work with Downs to identify 
specific recommendations 
for consideration at the June 
4 meeting.

Downs said she would 
work with Kaufman to 
draft selected grand jury 
recommendations into 
resolution form for formal 
commission consideration. 
She added that many 
recommendations 
are already in place or 
mandated by law, including 
public decision-making 
requirements and ongoing 
code updates based on 
legislative and case law 
changes.

Downs also said the 
city’s strong-manager 
form of government places 
operational oversight 
under the city manager, 
while the commission 
establishes policy direction, 
in accordance with the 
city charter. She said the 
city manager’s ongoing 
analysis and reporting 
efforts indicate the city is in 
“full compliance” with the 
overarching policy goals 

outlined in the report.
Kaufman emphasized 

the seriousness of 
receiving a second grand 
jury report in a relatively 
short period and said 
the commission should 
formally consider the 
recommendations as 
part of restoring public 
trust. He requested that 
all recommendations be 
placed on a future agenda so 
commissioners could vote 
on whether to adopt them.

Vice Mayor Donie Lee 
said the report did not 
allege corruption and 
argued that while some 
recommendations were 
practical, others were 
unrealistic, including a 
suggestion to resolve land 
development regulation 
inconsistencies within 
60 days. Lee said land 
development review should 
remain in the hands of 
professionals and that 
operational efficiency 
is the responsibility of 
city management and 
commissioners, not 
advisory groups.

City Manager Brian 
L. Barroso said code 
improvement efforts 
are ongoing and include 
pursuing an artificial 

intelligence platform 
to improve and secure 
the city’s review process 
technology.

Downs also addressed the 
report’s recommendation 
to prohibit ex parte 
communication, saying 
such a restriction would 
violate state law and 
constitutional protections.

She explained that the 
city’s representative form 
of government establishes 
the Planning Board with 
community members, who 
are supported by the city 
attorney’s office and growth 
management staff through 
training and legal guidance.

“You have a very robust 
group of people some of 
whom have served for 
years,” Downs said. “And 
our office trains them every 
time they come on board 
… you have a really strong 
group of citizens who 
actively participate and 
continue to serve and we 
give you legal support and 
your management gives you 
operational direction.”

Downs said the city is 

generally in compliance 
with the grand jury’s 
recommendations except 
for suggestions prohibited 
by law or those requiring 
changes to the city’s form 
of government through 
a charter review process, 
which she noted can be 
costly.

Commissioner Monica 
Haskell requested that the 
city use the same tracking 
template created in response 
to the first grand jury report 
to monitor progress on 
current recommendations. 
Downs and Barroso agreed 
to prepare a progress chart 
after the commission 
formally adopts specific 
recommendations.

As the discussion 
wrapped up, Commissioner 
Aaron Castillo criticized the 
amount of commission time 
devoted to the grand jury 
reports. Castillo said the city 
had already moved beyond 
many of the issues identified 
in earlier reports because 
of changes in management 
and increased transparency.

“When is all this going 

to stop at these city 
commission meetings? 
We are not the grand jury. 
We are not John Q public. 
We are city commissioners 
doing the will of the people,” 
Castillo said.

“I’m tired of this. Let’s 
come up here and do city 
commission business. 
Let’s please the people … I 
chaired boards for over 30 
years, and I’ve never seen a 
clown show like this. This 
is a clown show! We come 

up here every time to just sit 
up here and just throw stuff 
back and forth, back and 
forth, back and forth. I don’t 
see anything getting done.”

The commission then 
moved on to the next 
agenda item.

A video of the entire 
meeting and the minutes 
is available on the City 
website at https://www.
cityofkeywest-fl.gov/

katrina.nichols@keysnews.com
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NOTICE OF REGULAR UTILITY BOARDMEETING

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE UTILITY BOARD OF
THE CITY OF KEYWEST, FLORIDA,WILL BE HELD ON
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2026, AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE
KEYS ENERGY SERVICES BOARD ROOM, LOCATED
AT 1001 JAMES STREET, KEYWEST, FLORIDA.

THE MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

adno=3989502-1

UTILITY BOARD PUBLIC
MEETING NOTICE

THE UTILITY BOARD OF THE CITY OF KEYWESTWILL HOLD
AWORKSHOP ONTUESDAY, MAY 12, 2026, AT 10:00 A.M. IN
THE KEYS ENERGY SERVICES BOARD ROOM, LOCATED AT
1001 JAMES STREET, KEYWEST, FLORIDA.

THE PURPOSE OF THEWORKSHOP IS TO REVIEW AND
DISCUSS THE UTILITY BOARD STRATEGIC PLAN FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2026-2028.

THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

adno=3989485-1

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING

MONROE COUNTY
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW

COMMITTEE

MAY 26, 2026

TheDevelopmentReviewCommittee
will hold a public meeting on May 26,
2026, via Communication Media
Technology (“CMT”) using a Zoom
Webinar platform. The meeting will
commence at 1:00 P.M.

All itemswhichmaylegallycomebefore
the Committee will be considered.

Please visit the Monroe County
Website at www.monroecounty-fl.
gov for meeting agenda updates
and additional information.

Should any person wish to submit
evidence, comments and/or requests
to the Planning Department regarding
any of the agenda items, please send
it to Jessica McKinney at mckinney-
jessica@monroecounty-fl.gov

ADA ASSISTANCE: If you are a
person with a disability who needs
special accommodations in order to
participate in this proceeding, please
contact the County Administrator’s
Office, by phoning (305) 292-4441,
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. - 5:00
p.m., no later than five (5) calendar
days prior to the scheduled meeting;
if you are hearing or voice impaired,
call “711”.
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MONROE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF CHANGE TO THE MONROE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
NOTICE OF CHANGE TO THE MONROE COUNTY LAND USE DISTRICT

(ZONING) MAP

MAY 27, 2026

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on May 27, 2026, the Monroe County Planning Commission will hold a Public Meeting, beginning at

10:00 AM. The Planning Commission hearing will be held in hybrid format, allowing the public to attend either via Zoom Webinar or in

person. The in-person meeting will be held at the Marathon Government Center, located at 2798 Overseas Highway, Marathon,

FL 33050.

The following items will be considered at the PUBLIC HEARING:

A PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER AND FINALIZE THE RANKING OF APPLICATIONS IN THE DWELLING UNIT ALLOCATION SYSTEM

FOR JANUARY 13, 2026, THROUGH APRIL 13, 2026, ROGO (Quarter 3, Year 34). ALLOCATION AWARDS WILL BE ALLOCATED FOR ALL

UNINCORPORATED MONROE COUNTY. (FILE NO. 2025-161)

A PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER AND FINALIZE THE RANKING OF APPLICATIONS IN THE NON-RESIDENTIAL ALLOCATION SYSTEM

FOR JANUARY 13, 2026, THROUGH APRIL 13, 2026, NROGO (Quarter 3, Year 34). ALLOCATION AWARDS WILL BE ALLOCATED FOR ALL

UNINCORPORATED MONROE COUNTY. Pursuant to Monroe County Code Section 138-53(e)(13), the Planning and Environmental

Resources Department is providing a notification to the general public of the NROGO account balances. The balances are as follows:

AN ORDINANCE BY THE MONROE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AMENDING SECTIONS 118-10, 118-12, 122-3 and

122 -12 OF THE MONROE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE TO DELETE REFERENCES TO THE NOTICE TO PROCEED REQUIREMENTS;

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL TO THE STATE

LAND PLANNING AGENCY AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE; PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENT TO AND INCORPORATION IN THE MONROE

COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (FILE NO. 2025-103)

AN ORDINANCE BY THE MONROE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AMENDING THE MONROE COUNTY LAND USE

DISTRICT (ZONING) MAP FROM SPARSELY SETTLED (SS) TO SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL (SR), FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 8 PARROT LANE,

GEIGER KEY, DESCRIBED AS LOTS 8, 9, AND 10, BLOCK 1, BOCA CHICA OCEAN SHORES, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN

PLAT BOOK 5, AT PAGE 49, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA, HAVING PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS 00141230-

000000, 00141240-000100 AND 00141250-000000; AS PROPOSED BY MIGUEL GARCIA; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL TO THE STATE LAND PLANNING AGENCY AND THE SECRETARY OF

STATE; PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENT TO THE LAND USE DISTRICT (LUD) MAP; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (FILE NO. 2025-240)

See Map Below

ADA ASSISTANCE: If you are a person with a disability who needs special accommodations in order to participate in this

proceeding, please contact the County Administrator’s Office, by phoning (305) 292-4441, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. -

5:00 p.m., no later than five (5) calendar days prior to the scheduled meeting; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call “711”.

Please visit the Monroe County Website at www.monroecounty-fl.gov for meeting agenda updates and information regarding

the various options available to the public to view the live meeting and/or to make public comments on certain agenda items.
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YOUR LAND AND CRUISE EXPERTS

I am a bucket list specialist. My job as a travel advisor is 
to make vacations happen. With the buying power and 
exclusive offers by Cruise Planners and Signature Travel, I 
can book all types of travel; land, safari, all-inclusive, ocean 
and river cruising, rail, etc. 

Travel domestically or across the globe. I can be reached 
either by telephone, text, email, and Facebook messenger. 
I will be there for you! I can book anything special you can 
think of.  

This Keys kid of 52 years is here to help with all of your travel needs. 

CONTACT ME!

WHY CHOOSE A 
TRAVEL ADVISOR?

305-394-2354
diane.scudder@cruiseplanners.com
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