Sudden Catastrophic Limb Failures 2025
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Ten documented trees in 2025 have had catastrophic failures. Fortunately,
no one was hurt in the instances listed. Hazard trees in Key West have
become areal problem. In some cases, the trunks straddle property lines
obscuring responsibility. The risk level in most cases is high because our
island density places targets around just about every tree. The presence
of targets and the high value of the targets leads to a high or extreme level
of risk assessed to these hazard trees. In many cases the trees do not
present a discernable defect. These sudden limb failures have led to
emergency removal permits or Tree Commission approved removals. The
listis comprised of 4 species. Royal Poincianas constitute 70% of the
trees on the list. If this problem was proportional the percentage of Royal
Poincianas would be between 20-30%. There is supporting scientific
evidence that the Royal Poinciana Tree’s viability is significantly
diminished in Key West due to its foreign origin and lack of inherent
resilience making it more susceptible to pests, pathogens and wind
events. We humbly request the Tree Commission ponder the facts we
have presented so we can circle back to have a question and answer at

the next meeting.






