
                                     STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:   March 30, 2015      

 
RE:    1029 Catherine Street (permit application #7329) 
 
FROM:   Karen DeMaria 

City of Key West Urban Forestry Manager,  
                      
An application was received for the removal of (1) Royal Poinciana tree.  
A site inspection was done on March 27, 2015 and documented the 
following: 
 

Tree Species: Royal Poinciana (Delonix regia)                       

 



 



 
 

 



 
                          
Diameter: 32”  
Location:  70%    
Species:  100% (on protected tree list)  
Condition: 20% (poor-lots of decay)  

Total Average Value = 63%   
Value x Diameter =  20 replacement caliper inches 
 



Cynthia’s Blue Palms 

 

City of Key West Tree Commission                                                     April 1, 2015 

Following are my findings of evaluation concerning 1 Royal Poinciana tree and 2 

Spanish Lime trees located at 1029 Catherine Street, Key West, Florida.  I have 

been retained by owner William Haymaker.  

Royal  Poinciana Delonix regia, located at south side, center front of property, 

abutting the wooden fence.  The tree is 101” circumference or 32” diameter 

measured at approximately 5’ above grade.  Canopy spread is approximately 

20’x20’x20’.  Condition is very poor.  The tree has a very large epiphytic Pothos 

vine growing on entire tree.  The tree can only be viewed from Catherine Street in 

both directions and by Varella and Watson Street intersections if traveling in a 

northerly direction. I have observed this tree over a period of 2 years in decline. 

Photographs depict a decayed hollow trunk with very little live wood under 

cambium and included bark on main codominate branches throughout canopy. 

Canopy is thinning as decay throughout tree progresses. Tree is growing over high 

‘target’ areas; one very large limb hanging over street and parking/walking area 

has major decay while remainder is over home and entrance to home. Repair is 

not possible by restoration pruning or by chemical infusion. In my professional 

opinion this Poinciana tree should be removed due to the extensive, progressive 

decay and with number of ‘targets’ if failure was to occur. 

Spanish Lime Meliococcus bijugatus, largest of two Spanish Lime trees 

immediately adjacent to each other at rear, north side of property abutting 3 

properties.  Tree is 187” circumference or 59” diameter measured at bh. Canopy 

is spreading approximately 50’x60’x40’ and covers 3 neighboring structures in 

close proximity. The tree is estimated to be over 100 years in age.  Tree can only 

be seen by residences in rear compound.  One very large westerly codominate 

branch ripped away in a past weather event destroying the roof of neighboring 

home.  Approximately 4 months ago a shelf conk was collected that was growing 

at south side base of tree. Removal of conk for identification revealed dead 



structural root and termite activity.  The ground immediately adjacent to dead 

structural root was soft and spongy encompassing an area of approximately 

10’x20’ an indication that the root system is in decay.  The tree appears to be in 

poor condition. Attached is the report of diagnosis and prognosis of disease from 

the University of Florida to include a photograph of the collected shelf conk.  The 

diagnosis is Ganoderma or Butt Rot for which there is no cure. Ganoderma is a 

wood rotting disease. The report describes general procedures for tree health and 

observation of progress of disease. Historically I have seen many Spanish Lime 

trees removed due to Ganoderma. The canopy will remain green but begin to 

thin, however the root system will decay to the point of throw or falling over. 

Repair is not possible by restoration pruning or by chemical infusion. Due to the 

fact that the structural root system has begun to rapidly decay and with many 

‘targets’ if failure was to occur it is my opinion that this tree should be removed.  

Spanish Lime Meliococcus bijugatus, smaller of two Spanish Lime trees 

immediately adjacent to each other at rear, north side of property abutting 3 

properties.  Tree is 91.2” circumference or 29” diameter measured at bh. Canopy 

is spreading northerly to only one side and is approximately 30’x20’x40’ and 

covers 2 neighboring structures in close proximity. The tree is estimated to be less 

than 40 years in age.  Tree can only be seen by residences in rear compound. The 

tree is growing within 5’ of larger Ganoderma diseased Spanish Lime tree.  The 

report from the University of Florida also describes the likelihood of this Spanish 

Lime tree being infected due to the intertwining of root systems. I have observed 

the cambium under bark on south side of tree (side of larger Spanish Lime tree) 

appears to be decaying. Therefore, it is my professional opinion that the 

likelihood of Ganoderma disease is also infecting this tree.  Due to the fact that 

the structural root system is likely infected with Ganoderma and with many 

‘targets’ if failure was to occur it is my opinion that this tree should be removed.  

If you have any questions concerning this report please contact me at 305/747-

2141.     

 

Cynthia Domenech-Coogle, ISA Certified Arborist, FL 0277A 
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